” 


o | 


SELECT. 


And Exemplary 
L1VES) 
Parochial Miniſters, Both very Fond 


OF TWO 
nent for Piety and a publick Spirit, and 
Diligence in their Paſtoral Functions, viz. 


I, The Life of Mr. Bernard Gilpin, Rector of 
Eſſingdon in the Dioceſe of Durham, Written 
by Biſhop Carleton. Edition the Fifth. 


II. A Brief Account of the Life of the Reve- 
rend Mr, John Rawlet, Miniſter in New-Caftle, 
and Author of that Juſtly Celebrated and 
moſt Uſeful Piece the Chriſtian Monitor, 


To Which 

Latter is Subjoin'd his Excellent Conſolator) 

Letter, Written to his Mother, upon his Ap-[;| 

prehenſion he ſhould Dye of the Plague. Uſe- 

| | ful to Perſons under any Afflictions, more 

. Ne upon the Loſs of a near Relation 
ever before Printed. | 
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Bernard Gilpin, 


A MAN moſt Holy, and 


renowned among the Northern Engliſh, 


Fairhfully Written by the Right Re. 
verend Father in God 
GEORGE CARLETON; 
Lord Biſhop of CHICHESTER. 
And publiſhed for the Satisfaction of his 


Countrimen, by whom ir was long 
ſince earneſtly deſired. 
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Printed by W. RogRERTSs, and ſold by John 
Booth on Great Tower-Hill: 1727. | 
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WILLIAM BELLUS,.&* 
Miſpeth Salvation in Chrift. 


: F in the Church of 
0 God, there were ma- 
EY, ny ſuch as Gilpin was, 

I ſhould hold it need- 
lels, to recommend the Memo- 


A 2 ry 


Dedication. 
ry af this Man unto the World. 


But ſeeing there are fo few, ot 
(o ſpeak freely what I think) 


none at all, who (following the 


Rule of ſo rare Piety, and Sanc- 


timony) have propounded ſo 
notable an Example, to all thoſe 
who do alpi pire to a bleſſed Life 
and conſtantly walk in the Caine 
I conceive, that ſuch a Pattern 


would kindle the Zeal of ma- 


ny good Men, to walk in ſo fair 


a Way, though, Unhappil) 


they were not able to attain to 


the Perfection thereof. Exam: 


ples of the like Picty in Holy 


Men, we have heard of many, 


in Ancient Hiſtories, and often 


read of them in their Writings 
but in Men of this our Age 1 


15 


Dedication. 
is not to be found: For fo bor 
ſhort are we from this Zeal, 1 
furtherance of Piety, that now 
it is to be feared, leſt Religion 
(o eagerly and joyfully Us. 
dertaken and Poſfellec at firlt) 
will come to be loathed and re- 
jected. of many, and fo finally 
come to Confuſion: Seeing Ex- 
perience of former Times hath 
confirmed this Truth unto us, 
that Profaneneſs of Life and 
Manners hath drawn withal the 
Ruin of Religion, thereby to 
give us a Taſte now, of what it 
is like to do hereafter : : Now 
we make no Doubt, but (in ſo 
great a Decay of ancient Holi- 
nels) Gil pins Name (like the 
has — other Birds) when 
A 3 it 


Dedicati on. 


it comes abroad, will prove hate: 


ful to many; yet I held this no 


ſufficient Reaſon why to ſup- 
preſs it: Wherein, tho ſome. 


pick out Matter or their Deri- 
lion and Scorn, yet other ſome 
may meet with Matter for their 
Admiration, others for their I- 
mitation to work on. As for 
you (Worthy Sir) you hereby 


enjoy the Harveſt of your earn- 


eſt and often Deſire. 


Many Years this Writing 
hath lain by me from the com: 
mon View : The Edition where- 
of, I did therefore of Purpoſe 


defer, to prevent them (ohe 


may ſeem to ſtand at a Diſtance, 


* off from this Form of Ho- 
lincls) 


Dedi cation. 


linefs) from judging Henk 
ſelyes. prejudiced hereby: But 
as my Purpole is to further all, 

as much as I might, fo it was 
not to hurt any. If any Good, 
or Furtherance, redonnd to a- 
ny by this my Labour, he muſt 
Thank you, whoſe Importanity 
hath extorted it, fuch as it 15, 
out of my Hands. And ſeeing 
you Live in the Place where 
Gilpin's Life and Vertue was 
notoriouſly Famous, and your- 
lelf have been ſo earneſt with 
me for the ſame, this very care- 
ful deſire of yours to preferve 
and perpetuate Gilpins Memo- 
ry, is a moſt pregnant Proof, 
and an undeniable Teſtimony, | 

| of the Ingenuity and Goodneſs 
'l A 4 of 


Dedi cation; 


of your own Mind: Which 
r of yours, 
hath Commanded me, to De. 


dicate this Little Work to your 
Name, to ſtand for ever, as a 
Pledge of your Religious Af. 
ſection to Gilpin, and my True 
Love unto you. So Fare you 
well. 
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r ih bs of Oh 
3 | Canſe a cloſe Application to 
Studies Theological, and ta 
wiriſh Piety, in the Exerciſe of thoſe 
Talents acquir'd by Study; could a De- 
&us be made out of the Lives of ſuch 
of . the Clergy, as were no otherwiſe Dig- 

viſy' d, 


The Preface. 


nify d, and Diſtinguiſh d among them, 


than by ſingular Hights of Learning, Pie- 
ty, and Paſtoral Care; ; ſuch, as beſides 
our Gilpin, were Hooker and Herbert, 


with ſome others, who might be found. 


worthy of Imitation, but were never ex- 
alted above the Degree of Parochial Mi- 
niſters. For the nearer that the Exam 
Ples propos'd far Iuitation are brought to 
the Level and Circumſtances of ſuch as 
we would have influenced thereby, the 
wore ſuch Lives will be apt 1h work up- 
on the Paſſions of the Inferior Clergy, and 
»pbraid the Tudolence of 1 e who arg 
flow to Imitate them. | 


But ſuch as have been 5 hape, 
general, their Lives prefix d to their 
Works, and there they muſt be ſought; 
er are juſt Volumes of themſelves ; or are 
tbe 


The Preface. 
the Properties of ſo many different Fer- 
ſons, that it will not be Eaſy to bring 
them into a Collection together with o- 
thers Aud therefore we muſt here be 
contented with this of Bernard Gilpin a- 
lune. And in the Life of Bernard Gil 
vin alone, we find the ſeveral excellent 


Particulars following; ſuggeſting Things 
infinitely worthy of the cloſeſt Imitation, 
andy, N 


Firſt, 4 Nathaniel- like Simplicity of 
Manners, Probity and Integrity, a Fun- 
damental Grace and Vertue, as well as 
highly Ornamental in the Miniſter of Re- 


ligion, 


Secondly, 4 Generous Diſ penſing bis 
Sbſtance, not only in an Hoſpitable En- 
tertainment of the Poor of bis Pariſh, - 

whom 


The Preface. 

whom be took Care of, as of bis Family; 
but in Enconraging and Promoting of 
Learning M à much better way for Gen. 
thmen, having enter d into Eccleſiaſtical 

Orders, and into the Service of the Church, 

than the Spending their own, and (hurch 

Fatrimony, in 4 Secular way of Living, 

and in Sports aud Diver ſianc. . 


Thirdly, The expending Largely in 
Training up, and directing the Studies 
of the Candidates for the Miniſtry, who 
bad already an Univerſity Education : 4 
Thing ſurely never more Seaſonable, than 
when ſo little Preparation for the Work of 
the Miniftry, in Theological Studies, 1 
given to thoſe who are about to enter ini 
Orders. 


to 
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The Preface. 


Fourthly, What a ſingulur Attachment 
was that to his Pariſh,” and ham vaſtly | 
Remote from that Accumulating of Eccle= 
fiaſtical Preferments (with which ſome 
ſeem not Capable to be ſatisfy'd) and 
what a Self-denial. was that of bis, that 
be could not be Induc'd, nor even Forc d, 
to accept, together with his then Living, 
4 Plurality, no, nor even one Dignity 2 


Fifthly, How nobly dewoid of Ambi- 
tion, according to the Primitive Patterns, 
war this Great and Good Man, whom 
the Appointments, nor yet the Commands 
of the. Greateſt could induce. to change 
bis Private Station in the Church, where 
be found he could do Good, even for that 
of a." Biſhoprick, where he had but a 
ſmall. Froſpect of Succeſs in his Miniſtry. 

Ar Sixthly, 


The Preface. 


Sixthly, His Notions of Popery, as 
truly Antichriſtian, and with which there- 
fore there could be no Communion, Re- 
Union, nor Coalition, ever to be thought 
of, were no other than Juſt, and tru 
Chriſtian : And ſurely would be a better Pre. 
ſervative. againſt it than any we are liel 
to have at this Day, when the Way 
ſeems ſo much  ſmooth'd to it, by the 
more favourable Sentimens, of late, en- 
tertain'd of it. | | 


Seventhly, But his admirable Zeal in 
Propagating Chriſtian Knowledge among 
tbe Ignorant and Barbarous Part of Man- 
kind, do particularly Point him as « 
Pattern to be imitated by our Miſſiona- 
ry Clergy, who will all f them find 


Jo many Heathen Blacks in their owt 
Pariſhes 


i. A 


The Preface, 


Pariſhes or Diftriis, where they are 


appointed; and |, ome of them Clans 72 
other Heathen, in the Borders where they'll 
Live; To the Converſion of whom alſs 
ſhould they now and then make Excur- 
fons, as Mr. Gilpin did to thoſe of 
Riddeſdale and Tindale, how well will 
They approve themſelves thereby both to 
God and Men] And indeed, chiefly with 
reſpe& to thoſe who ſball be employ'd in 
this Bleſſed Work, and to inſpire them 
with a like Zeal to gain Souls to God, 
it is, that I ſought out, and not without 
mich Difficulty found, at laſt, this Ex- 
cellent Life of Mr. Gilpia, Written by 
a Good Biſhop of ow Church, but quite 
out of Print, to give it this Fifth Edi- 
tlon, Perhaps for the Plainneſs, and 
ſome Uncouthne ſs in the Expreſſion „ mot 
agreable to our Modern Taſte, it ntay be 
 deſpi#'d 


The Preface. 


u pid by ſome. But that it might 1 more 
appear like itſelf, I give it as T found 
it. And perhaps * That its internal Worth, 


withou Pol iſh, „ 17 f. uffi cient to recommend 
"This may. ſefe, that Plain, and 


Unpai 4 as it 1s it * Lou through 
ſo _ Editions. 


— 
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BERNARD GILPIN. 


SEAS ERNARD Gilpin was Born 
at Kynrtmire in the County of 
LY Db Weſtmoreland, in the Year of our 
Lord 1517, of an Ancient and 


SR Honourable Family, being the 
Son of Edwin Gilpin, the Elder Brother of 
which Edwin was Slain in the Battle of Boſ- 
worth, being Heir in the fifth Deſcent to Richard 
1 70 who in the Reign of King John was 
enfeoffed in the Lordſhip of Kentmire Hall, 
by the Baron of Xendal, for his ſingular De- 
krts both in Peace and War. This was that 
B Richard 
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cient Houſe, and a Family Famous in that 


_ diſpoſe the Hearts of the People to Liberality 


eſt Part, labouring for a Form of Holinefs, 


2 The Life of 
Richard Gilpin, who Slew the Wild Boar, 
that raging in the Mountains adjoining, as 
ſomerimes did that of Erimanthus, had much 
indamaged the Country People ; whence it is, 
that the Gilpins in their Coat of Arms give 
the Boar. The Mother of Bernard Gilpin, 


was Margaret the Daughter of William Laton, 
of Delamaine 1n Cumberland, a Man of an An- 


Warlike Age, as from whence had ſprung 
many right Valiant Gentlemen. 

This Bernard, being yet a very Child, gave 
Teſtimony of future Holineſs upon this Oc- 
caſion, A certain Begging Frier, the better to 


towards him, profeſſed himſelf a Zealous 
Preacher: Howbeit the Friers of thoſe Days, 
and that Rank, were but a Sordid and Dil: 
honeſt People; ſome of them, yea the great- 


but denying the Power of it in their Lives 
and Converſation, whereas others of them 
retained not ſo much as an Outſide thereof. 
This wandring Companion was come upon 
the Saturday to the Houſe of this Gilpin's Fa- 
ther, as purpoling to Preach the next Morrow, 
being the Lord's Day, where he was enter- 
tained reſpect fully enough; for at that Time 
it was a Sin Unpardonable to offend the leaſt 
of theſe Locuſts. The Holy Frier, at Sup 
per-time, Eat like a Glutton, and like a Beali, 
could not give over toffing the Pot, unti 
being overcome with Drink, he expoſed wr? 
111 +1 Mo» - | o 
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ſelf a ſhameful Spectacle to ſo Chaſt and So- 


ber a Family. But in the Morning, as if he 


had been ſome Young Saint lately dropped 
from Heaven, he cauſeth the Bell to Toll to 
the Sermon, and in the midſt thereof, bluſter- 
ing out certain good Words, he preſumed to 
grow Hot againſt ſome Sins of the Time, 
and amongſt the reſt, to thunder boldly a- 
gainſt Drunkenneſs. Young Gilpin, who had 
but newly got the Uſe of his Tongue, hav- 
ing obſerved (as it ſeemed) the hateful Baſe- 
neſs of the Man, by his Overſight the Night 
before, and now hearing the Beaſt cry ſo loud 
againſt theſe Crimes, which himſelf had fo 
lately been Guilty of, as he was ſitting near 
to his Mother's Lap in the Church, ſuddenly 
crieth out in theſe Words; „O Mother, do 
* you hear how this Fellow dares ſpeak a- 
* gainſt Drunkenneſs, who was Drunk him- 
© {elf Yeſternight at our Houſe?“ The Mo- 
ther made ſpeed to ſtop the Child's Mouth 
_ her Hand, that he might ſpeak no fur- 
ther, 

After this, the Parents of the Boy perceiv- 
ing his Diſpoſition by many evident Teſtimo- 
nies, were diligently Carefull to make him 
a Scholar. He had a Schoolfellow, one Ea- 


vin Airy, whom afterwards he loved intire- 


ly, for his good Diſpoſition and approved Ho- 
neſty; but Gilyin did far excel the reſt in 
acuteneſs of Wit. Having therefore, with 
great Approbation, paſſed his Time in the 
Grammar-School, he is by his Parents (who 
7 B 2 had 


4 The Life of 
had now conceived great Hope of their Sbh) 
ſent to Oxford. At that Time, in Oxford, 
both Learning and Religion were, in all 
Things, out of Joint, and Overgrown with 
the Ruſt of Barbariſm. 
And now was young Gilpiz Sixteen Years 
of Age at his coming to Oxford, being in the 
Year of our Lord God 1533. Being entred 
into Qaeen's Colledge, he profitted wondrouſ- 
ly in Human Learning: He became, as al- 
moſt all the good Wits of that Time, very 
converſant in the Writings of Eraſmus. He 
fell very cloſe to the Study of Logick and 
Philoſophy, wherein he was obſerved to grow 
Excellent, and to bear away the Bell in 
Schools. He added to this his Human Learn- 
ing, the ſingular Knowledge of the Greek and 
Hebrew, wherein he made Uſe of the Aſſiſ- 
tance and Frienſhip of one Neale, betwixt 
whom and this Gilpin was grown much Fa- 
miliarity, by the Afﬀinity of their Studies. 
This Neale was a Fellow of New Colledge, 
and afterwards Profeſſor of the Hebrew in Cx. 
ford. And now, after ſome few Years care- 
fully ſpent in theſe Studies, Gilpin began to 
be ſo Famous, and ſo Beloved in Oxford, that 
there was hardly any Place of Preferment for 
a Scholar, whereof the Eminency of Gi/pin's 
Virtue had not rendred him Worthy in the 
Publick Eſtimation. There was then an En: 
quiry made for Men of more than Ordinary 
Learning and Fame, who might make up # 
Number of Scholars in (Hriſt- Church, at thut 


7] 16 


Bernard Gilpm. ©&5 
Time newly begun, and Honour it with the 
Commendation of Learning. Amongſt theſe 
was our Gilhin one of the firſt Elected. At 
that Time he had not fully attained to Truth 
and Sincerity in Religion, as having been 
always inſtructed in the Traditions of the 
Church of Rome; for in thoſe Days, the moſt 
Part of Men did not regulate their Religion 
and Piety by the Rule of God's Word, bur 
according to the Traditions of their Fathers, 
received from Hand to Hand. His Mind, 
although diſpoſed to Holineſs, did, for a while, 
remain in Darkneſs; and being overclouded 
with prejudicial Reſpects, laboured under the 
Burthen of Superſtition, not without ſome 
Shadow of Antiquity, being more Earneſt a- 
gainſt Vices and Corruptions of the Time, 
than againſt the Traditions of the Fathers. 
Therefore at that Time, Gilpin ſeemed a great 
Upholder of Popiſh Religion. He held Diſ- 
putation Publickly againſt John Hooper, who 
was afterwards Biſhop of Worceſter, and, at 
the laſt, a Glorious Martyr of Chriſt. After 
the Death of King Henry the Eighth, when 
Edward the Sixth was King, Peter Martyr, in- 
duced by the Piety and Munificence of ſuch 
a Prince, read the Divinity Lecture in Oxford. 
Againſt whom the Sophiſters endeavoured to 
make Oppoſition, Chedſey, Weſton and Morgan, 
who deſired alſo to draw in Gilpin on their 
vide, that by his Advice and Help they might 
the more Diſtract Peter Martyr ; and the Mat- 
ter, at laſt, came to this Puſh, that Gilpin 

8 _—_ Was 
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was produced to hold Diſputation againſt the 
Poſitions of Peter Martyr. Upon Occaſion of 
which Diſpute, Gilpin, to the End that he 
might defend his Cauſe in Hand, adventureth 
more diligently than Ordinary, to Examine 
the Scriptures, and the Ancient Fathers: And 
by how much the more he ſtudied to Defend 
the Cauſe which he had undertaken, ſo much 
the leſs Confidence he began to have therein, 
becauſe he ſuppoſed, that he ought to ſtand 
for the Truth, which he ſtrove, with all his 
Might, to diſcover and find out. But while 
he was Zealouſly ſearching for the Truth, he 
began, by little and little, to have à Sight of 
his own. Errors. Whereupon Peter Marty 
was wont often to ſay, That he was not 
* much troubled; either for Meſton, Morgan, 
on the like; but as for that Gilpin (faith 
„ he) I am very much moved concerning 
« him, for he doth and ſpeaketh all Things 
„ With an Upright Heart. The reſt ſeem to 
me to be Men who regard their Bellies 
** moſt of all, and being moſt Unconſtant, 
« are carried away, as it were, with ever) 
HBlaſt of Ambition and Covetouſneſs: But 
Gilpin, reſting firmly upon Gravity of Man- 
** ners, and the Teſtimony of a moſt lauda- 
% ble Life, ſeemeth to Honour with his ow 
* Goodneſs, the Cauſe which he Undertak- 
„eth.“ Yea, and he did often Pray unto 
God, that he would be pleaſed, at the laſt, 
to Convert unto his Truth the Heart of G#- 
pin, being ſo Iaclinable to all honeſt * 

| n 
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And doubtleſs God heard the Prayer of Peter 
Martyr, for from that Time forward, Gilpin 
drew near to the Knowledge of the Truth ; 
not upon a Sudden, but, as himſelf confeſſed, 
by Degrees. 

Peter Martyr had much illuminated Oxford 
with the Truth of Divinity, and the Know- 
ledge of Human Learning: Whereupon G- 
in reſolved more earneſtly to apply himſelf, 
both by Study and Prayer, to ſearch out the 
Truth. To which Purpoſe, he determined 
to put in Writing, the Diſpuration which had 
been between himſelf and Hooper. But in 
the Expreſſing and Uafolding of the faid 
Controverſy, while he dwelr, for a Time, 
upon an accurate Examination of the Points 
which he had reſolved to Confute, while he 
ſkarcheth them to the Bottom, and Regula- 
teth the Inſtitutions of the Church to the Au- 
thority of Scripture, without which he well 
underſtood, that there could be no. true 
Church at all, he felt himſelf eaſily overcome, 
and was not Sorry to be overcome by the 
Truth, - 

Thoſe Draughts being found amongſt Mr. 
Gilpia's Writings, reſerved in his Private 
Desk, do Teſtify his Ingenuous and Free 
Confeſſion, together with the Power of the 
Truth, and God's great Mercy in his Con- 
verſion. Whiles he curiouſly Prieth into the 
Popiſh Religion, he was enforced ro acknow- 
ledge, that very many Errors were crept in- 
to the Church, which hinder and obſcure the 

4 Matter 
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Matter of our Salvation, inſomuch that they 
are no ſmall Offence to as many as Hunger 


and Thirſt after Righteouſneſs, and the Kyow- 
ledge of the Truth. He diſcovered many Car- 
ruptions and Changes of found Doctrine; he 
found not ſo much as a Word touching Seven 


Sacraments, before Peter Lumbard; and that 


the Uſe of the Supper was delivered under 
one Kind only, contrary to expreſs Scriptures: 
That Tranſubſtantiation was a Deviſe of the 
School- Men: That the Doctrine of the Work 
wrought, called Opus Operatum, was newly 
riſen: That the Maſs was turned from a Sa- 
crament to a Sacrifice: That in the Church, 
wherein all Things were ordained for the E- 
dification of the People, all Things were now 
done to the Non-Edification of them: That 


the Adoration of Images was inſtituted a- 


gainſt the expreſs Commandment of God. 
Demurring for a while, as diſtracted with 
theſe Thoughts, behold, the Rule of Faith 
lately changed in the Council of Trent utter- 
ly aſtoniſhed him. For he had obſerved out 
of the Ancient Writers, as well as out of Lat- 
ter ones, Lumbard, Scotus, Aquinas, and the 
reſt, That the Rule of Faith was to be drawn 
only from the Holy Scriptures; but in the 
Council of Trent, he beheld Human Tradi. 
tions made equal with the Scriptures. And 
| ſeeing he underſtood theſe Traditions to be 
nothing elſe but Peeviſh and Croſs Expoli- 


tions of the Holy Scriptures, deviſed by the 


Biſhops of Rome, and thruſt in among the 


Decretal 
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Decretal Epiſtles, as alſo that the ſaid Decre- 
tal Epiſtles were meerly Feigned and Suppo- 
ſititious, as is confirmed by the Teſtimonies of 
many learned Men, and indeed, by the Con- 
ſeſſion of the very Papiſts themſelves, is ac- 
knowledged to be out of all Doubt; This fo 

eat a Confuſion of Things being riſen in 
the Church in theſe latter Ages, enforced 
Gilpin, now earneſtly deſiring nothing ſo much 
as true Piety, to begia to Doubt, Whether the 
Pope might not be that Antichriſt foretold in 
the Scriptures, and the Popiſh Church plain- 
ly Antichriſtian. For what 1s it to exalt and 
fi up himſelf againſt all that is called God, 
inſomuch that he ſitteth as God, in the Tem- 
ple of God, behaving himſelf as God ; if not 
this, that the Pope is Head of the Univerſal 


Church, the Lord, the Monarch, and, as it 


were, the God thereof? And that the Word 
of the Pope is defended as the very Word of 
God? For how ſhall not he whoſe Word is 
as the Word of God, be as God, Oppoling 
himſelf ro God, and ſhewing himſelf that he 
is God? But this Word, called the Unwrit- 
ten Word, or Verbum non Scriptum, is drawn 
out of the ſtinking Puddles of the Decretals, 
that is to ſay, patch'd up together out of Falſe 
and Fictitious Writings, And this Word, 
which is in no reſpe& worthy to be compared 
tothe Word of an Honeſt Man, is the Un- 
written Word of God, and to be entertained 
with the ſame Pious Affection as are the 
Holy Scriptures. 2 2257 

Can 


\ 
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Can Antichriſt, when he ſhall come (if 
yet there be another to come) more grievoyſ. 
ly wrong and blaſpheme Chriſt and the holy 
Scriptures than the Pope doth ? And here at 
the laſt he demurred as in an exceeding great 
doubt. For who would have thought the 
Pope to be Antichriſt? Who durſt to ſpeak 
ſuch a Word before Martin Luther? There. 
fore, thus he argued with himſelf: If the 
Pope be Antichriſt, I ſee not only probable, 
bur even neceſſary Cauſes to depart from the 
Popiſh Church. But if the Pope be not Anti. 
chriſt, I ſee no ſufficient Ground for ſuch a 
departure. It is not lawful to make a ſepa- 
rat ion from the Church: But we are not 
only enjoyned to come out of the Church of 
Antichriſt, but we fee the fearful Anger of 
the living God, and hear his dreadful Threats 
thundered out againſt thoſe who {hall remain 
in Babylon, that Synagogue of Antichriſt. For- 
aſmuch as a Voice from Heaven ſpeaketh un. 
to us, Apoc. 18. Come but of her my People : And 
it is denounced that they ſhall receive of her 
Plagues, whoſoever have been partakers of 
her Sins. n 10 | 
Here therefore he ſtopped a while: Becauſe 
except the Pope were manifeftly detected to 
be Antichriſt, he did not underſtand how he 
might ſeparate from the Church : And there- 
fore he applied himſelf by Searching, Reading, 
Prayer and Meditation, to be reſolved of this 
Truth. He obſerved out of the Antient Fa- 
thers, Tertullian, Jerome, Ambroſe, Auguſtint, 
69 3 | Chryſoſromt, 
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Chyſoſtome, Cyril, and others, that Paſſage 
wherein Antichriſt is deſcribed, 2 Theff. 2. 7. 
He, who now letteth, will let, until he be taken 
out of the way, to be ſo interpreted as under- 
ſtood of the Roman Empire, that the Roman 
Empire which now held Preheminence ſhould 
keep Poſſeſſion until Antickriit ſhall come, 
who ſhall poſſeſs the Seat of the Roman Em- 
pire. And moreover, whereas it is ſaid in 
the ſame Place, That Chriſt ſhall not come again 
except there be a departare firſt, he obſerved this 
Thing to be fulfilled likewiſe. He perceived 
firſt a very main departure of the Church 
of Rome from her primitive Simplicity and 
Truth. And Secondly, A ſecond departure or 
ſeparation no leſs manifeſt, to wit, of that of 
the Reformed Churches from the Church of 
Rome, | 

_ Maſter Gilyin would often ſay that the 
Churches of the Proteſtants were not able to 
give any firm and ſolid Reaſon of their ſepa- 
ration beſides this, to wit, that the Pope is 
Antichriſt... For he underſtood that a depar- 
ture was commanded from the Church of 
Antichriſt by that heavenly injunction. Go 
out of her my People, and be not partakers of her 
Lins, leſt ye receive alſo of her Plagues, Revel. 
18. 4. In which place St. John wiſely foretel - 
leth that the People of God ſhould be called 
out of the Synagogue of Antichriſt: That 
here was no third Thing to be thought up- 
on: That either the Church of Chriſt was 


not to be forſaken, or the Pope to be account- 
[5M ed 
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ed Antichriſt, out of whoſe Church the 


Church of God is called forth by an heavenly 
Voice and Command. And now the Event, 


which is the moſt undoubted interpreter of 
Prophecies hath proved all theſe Things un. 


. to us: We have ſeen already many Apes 


ago that Kingdom taken away, which ruled 
over all in the Time of the Apoſtles: And in 
the room thereof an Eccleſiaſtical Kingdom 
ereted, ſuch an one as was never ſeen in 
the Church in former Ages. We have beheld 
the fearful departure of the Church of Rome 
from the Antient purity and integrity of the 
Church, We have obſerved, and do daily 
Hear, the People called as it were by a Voice 
from Heaven, Come out of Babylon, that is to 
ſay, out of the Church of Antichriſt. Our Eyes 
have ſeen theſe Things fulfilled, which we 
have read of as being foretold ſo many Ages 
We: O29 

> Theſe Things moved the Mind of Maſter 
Gilpin wondertully to follow that Church 
which was ſhewed unto him out of the Word 
of God. The Church of Rome kept the Rule 
of Faith intire, until that Rule was changed 
and altered by the Counſel of Trent. And 
from that Time it ſeemed unto Him a matter 
of Neceſſity to come out of the Church of 
Rome, that ſo that Church which is true and 
called out from thence might follow the Word 


of God. For this calling out ſeemed to Point 


out unto us a peculiar Eſtate of the Church: 
So Abraham was called out from Ur of the 
: Chaldees, 
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Chaldees, the People of Iſrael were called out of 
Foypt, the Jews out of Babylon, after the Cap- 
tivity of Seventy Years: And at the laſt, 
after the ſelf-lame Manner, the Reformed 
Church called our of 4 Babylon, or the 
Church of Rowe. Theſe Things were ſeen 
to have been brought to paſs by the Wonder- 
ful Providence and Powerful Hand of God. 
Therefore he ſaw that there was a Neceſſit 
of coming out of her, and that that A poſtati- 
cal Church was to be Forſaken. But he did 
not theſe Things V iolently, but by Degrees. 

In the mean while, Cathbert T _ Bi- 
ſhop of Durham, had a Purpoſe to ſend Mr. 
Gilpin to Vifit Churches in Foreign Parts, 
allowing him Means for his Travel. This 
Tunſtall was Mr. Gilpin's Mother's Uncle. 
But before he undertook his Voyage, being 
commanded to Court, he Preached before 
King Edward the Sixth touching Sacrilege : 
which Sermon is Publick in Print. Then 
he applied his Mind to think upon his Tra- 
vel. Now fo it was, that he had a Parſon- 
age beſtowed upon him, by the Care of his 
Friends. This Parſonage, Biſhop Tunſtall per- 
ſwaded Mr. Gilpin to keep (till in his Hands, 
as a Means to furniſh him with Allowance 
for his Travel, that he might demean him- 
ſelf more Honeſtly, and more Gentlemanlike 
therein. But Gilpin, who had retained this 
Parſonage but a ſhort While, before he would 
betake himſelf to Travel, called unto him a 


Friend, whom he knew to be Religious, and 


a Scholar, 
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a Scholar, and one that would not be Idle 
in the Function of the Holy Miniſtry, and 
unto him he made a Reſignation of his Place, 


but a little while before beſtowed: upon him- 
ſelf. Which Thing, when Biſhop Tunſtal 


came to know of, he chid with Mr. Gzlpin: 


And, „I (faith he) have a Care of Thee, 
“ and Thou rejecteſt it as Impertinent : But 
« I tell thee this beforehand, that by theſe 
« Courſes thou wilt Die a Beggar.” 

At the firſt Gilpin endeavoureth, with fair 


Language, to appeaſe the Mind of the Biſhop 


his eſpecial good Friend. Afterwards he ad- 
ded, that he had. left his Parſonage upon Ne. 
ceſſity, becauſe he could not keep it in his 
Hands with any Peace of Conſcience. © But 
„ (faith the Biſhop) thou mayſt hold it with 
« a Diſpenſation; and in this Caſe, thou ſhalt 
« be diſpenſed withal. But (anſwered Gi 
% pix) the Devil will not be reſtrained by 4. 
e ny Bonds of Diſpenſation, from Labouring, 
“ in mine Abſence, the Deſtruction of my 
« People committed ro my Charge: And, | 
« fear, that when God ſhall call me to an 
* Account of my Stewardſhip, it will not 
“ ſerve my turn to make Anſwer, that | 
« was diſpenſed withal, whiles the Devil 
„ made Havock of my Flock.” At which 
Anſwer the Biſhop ſeemed Offended : But 


having hereby made Trial of the Sincerity of 


Gilpin's Heart, he began to uſe him with 
more and more Reſpect. Yet he did often 


threaten him, as Mr. Gilpin was wont to lay, 
6 That 
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| « That Father's Soul (a familiar Word of the 
« Biſhops) Gilpin, would die a Beggar. 

In his Travel Abroad, he firſt viſited his 
Brother George, at Mechlin, who had Written 
unto him to that Purpoſe. Then he lived for 
a while at Lovain, and at Antwerp, and at Pa- 
ris After he was departed out of England, 
he received Letters a ſecond Time from his 
Brother George, whereby he was directed to 
meet him at Mechlin, becauſe he had ſome- 
| thing to deliver unto him by Word of 
Mouth, that he could not conveniently Write. 
After they were met, Mr. Gilpin underſtood 
the Reaſon why he had ſent for him thither, 
to be nothing elſe, but only to perſwade him 
to take upon him a Parſonage, which might 
afford him Maintenance, while he ſhould 
Vilit Foreign Univerſities. Gilpin now ſeem- 
ed to himſelf to be in a Strait; for he knew, 
that he had lately given the Biſhop Diſtaſte 
upon this Occaſion; and he perceived, thar 
in this Matter, his Brother was put upon 
him by the Biſhop. At laſt therefore, he 
Writes back to the Biſhop in theſe Words. 


2 K 
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The LETTER foloweth 


tc Y very honourable good Lord, and 
«© moſt Worthy ever to be honoured 


« by me: I thought it not fitting to conceal 
« from your Lordſhip, that my Brother hath 
4 Written unto me of Late, that ſetting all 
& Excuſe aſide, I ſhould give him a Meeting 
& at Mechlin, becauſe he had ſomething to 
« fay unto me touching very neceſſary Af. 
« fairs, which could not be diſpatched by 
% Letters. When we were met, I under- 
& ſtood that his Buſineſs with me was no- 
ce thing elſe, but to try me, Tf I would take 
« upon me a Living, whiles myſelf, in the 


« mean while, ſhould remain a Student in 


« the Univerſity. But had I known before- 
« hand, that this was the Cauſe of my Jour- 
« ney, I ſhould not have thought it neceſſa- 
« ry to have interrupted my Studies with 
going ro Mechlin. For now I Confeſs, I 
« ha ve diſcuſſed it with all the Learned, but 
© eſpecially with the Holy Prophets, and 
« with the moſt Ancient and moſt Godly 


« Writers ſince the Time ſof our Saviour: 50 


« that 
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« that T am fully refolved: ſo long as I live, 
« never to burthen my Confcience in this 
« Caſe, nor to keep a Living in mine 'own' 
« Charge, with Condition to live from ir. 
He anfwered, That your Lordſhip had 
« Written unto him, that you would gladly. 
« confer a Living upon me; and that your 
« Lordſhip, and mine other Friends, where- 
« of himſelf Was one, judged me too ſerupu- 
« ſous in Conſcience in this Caſe, Whereun- 
«to I anſwered, If I be ſomewhat too Scru- 
« pulous, (as I think Tam not) yer it isa 
« Matter of that Nature, that I had rather 
« be a little too Strict, than to give my Con- 
« ſcience too much Scope herein. Foraſ- 
© much as I am once perſwaded, that 1 ſhall 
« not offend God in refuſing ſuch a Living 
« as cannot be reſident upon: So long as 1 
do not cenfure Evil of other Men, as I 
« hope I never ſhall. Yea, I Pray daily for 
«all thoſe who have the Care of Souls, 
* that they may be able ſo to give an Ac- 
count unto God of the Charge committed 

* unto them, as may be moſt for the Glory 

* of God, and the Edification of his Church, 
He told me alſo, your Lordſhip would not 
* confer any Charge upon me, but ſuch a 
done as ſhould be ſerved as well, or per- 

* haps better in mine Abſence, than if I 

* were there myſelf. Whereunto I anſwer- 
"ed, That I doubted not but that there 
might be in Exgland a great Number of 
Men far more Able than myſelf, to take 
goon! 35 C the 
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„ {uppaſs, all good Paſtors are bound in Cor 


„Condition to ręmain- either here; or in any 


would never permit me to profit in my 
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« wiſh, above all, Things, that they may re- 


" _ 
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« tain both the Place and the Benefit, and 


: : 


ce feed both the Bodies and the Souls, as I 


ſeience to do. But for mine own Part, 1 
4 cannot, in Conſcience, reap. Benefit from 
„ that Place, wherein. another Man beſtow- 
&« eth his Endeayours. For though any o- 
« ther.ſhquld Teach and Preach, for me, 28 
« Conſtantly and Induſtriouſly as ever Saint 
&« Aqzuſtine, did, yet cannot ,I; think my ſelf 
« diſcharged by another Man's Pains-takiog. 
« Rut if yet: I ſhould, be perſwaded thus 40 


, 


A 


A 


« athen Univerſity, my diſquiet of [Conſcience 


% Study, Au this preſent, I. Praiſe, God, | 
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cc the Cure upon them: And therefore 1 
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Thoughts unte your Gobdneſs freely: Hum. 
* bly beſeeching, that your Lordſhip will be 
6 pleaſed" to permit me to live ftee from a 
« Paſtoral Charge, that I may the mote qui- 
« etly apply my Studies. And foraſmuch as 
« F underſtand that your Lord ſhip is ſollici- 
« tous, how I ' ſhould be provided for, if God 
« ſhould call your Lordfhip (who-are now 
« well in Years) out of this World, I befeech 
* you, that the Thought thereof may no 
more diſturb you. For if I ſhall be brought 
& low in Means, I doubt not but in ſhort 
« Time, to be Able to obtain ſome Lecture, 
either in this Univerſity, or elfewhere 
« where T ſhall not loſe my Time; a Courſe 
„ hich is much more pleaſing unto me, 
„than if I ſhould take upon me a Paſtoral 
* Charge. I beſeech Chriſt preſerve your 
e een „ 
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ber, 1554, 


Thus ſar Mr. Gilpin's Letter. 


Now tell me, What one of all thoſe gap- 
ing Rooks of our Time hath endeavoured, 
with more Art, to acquire than this Man 
to decline a Spiritual Living? At his firſt com- 
log over into the Parts beyond the Seas, 

".& 2 : he 
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he reſided for the moſt Part at Lovaine; af. 
terwards he went to Paris, Whiles he abode 
in Paris, Biſhop Tunſtall was careful, that a 
certain Book which himſelf had Written at 
that Time, concerning the Truth of the Bo- 
dy and Blood of Chriſt our Lord in the Eu- 
chariſt, ſhould be publiſhed in Print, by the 
Diligence of Mr. Gilyin. I am not Ignorant, 
that ſome Papiſts have objected to Mr. Gil. 
pin, That the fame Work was by him Cor- 
rupted, contrary to the Mind of the Author. 
And even in mine hearing, when after theſe 

Things, L was a Scholar under him at Hough. 
ton, Francis Witkliffe gave Notice unto Mr. 
Gilpin, what was muttered concerning the 
Corrupt Edition. Whereupon, he having 
diſproved that Suſpicion by many Reaſons, 
at the laſt, produced the Letters of Cuthbert 
Tunſtall, wherein the Biſhop gave him very 
great Thanks, becauſe he had been both 
Faithful and Diligent in the Edition of that 
Work. e ene 

At Paris, Mr. Gilpin reſided in the Houſe 
of Vaſcoſanus, and converſed with learned 
Men. And whiles he asked the Opinions of 
learned Men, concerning theſe Things which 
had troubled his Mind; for the moſt Part 
they anſwered him in that Manner, not as 
if they regarded the Pacification of Conſci- 
ence, which he aimed at only, but the Eſta- 
bliſhment of the Traditions of the Church. 


At 
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At that Time was Neale at Paris alſo, with. 
whom Mr. Gilpin dealt ſome what freely, that 
both of them together might join in Purſuit. 
of the Truth. They had, by Chance, ſome 
Diſcourſe touching the Adoration of Images. 
Mr. Gilpin was much troubled, hearing the 
Papiſts Condema Idolatry in their Diſcourſes, 
and yet. permitting to the People, every 
where, the Adoration of Images. He de- 
manded, With what Comfort of Conſcience 
any Man could bow himſelf before an Image ? 
And is not this (faith he) the Idolatry tor- 
bidden in the Second Commandment ? This 
did Mr. Gilpin demand of him the rather, 
becauſe he obſerved the Man a little too 
much addicted to the Popiſh Opinions. Neale 
anſwered with that uſual Diſt inct ion of an 
Idol and an Image. That the Images of the 
daints were not Idols; and ſo Conſequently, 
that the Wor ſhipping of their Images was 
no Idolatry. Mr. Gilpin reply'd, © There is 
* no mention of an Idol in the Second Com- 
* mandment; but there is a Prohibition of 
bow ing before a Graden Image; or the Like. 
* neſs of any Thing that is in Heaven above, or 
in the Earth beneath, or in the Waters under 
* the Earth, Whereſoever they are, we are 
* forbidden to fall down before the Likeneſs 
* of them. And what (faith he) maketh 
* an Idol? The Workman frameth the Simi- 
f litude of ſome Man; the Gra ven Image is 
, not an Idol; but Adoration maketh it. an 
Idol. Therefore the Apoſtle ſaith, That 
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< Worſhip 


Anſwereth, that The Ordinances of the 


& An Idol is nothing, becauſe there, is but one 
% God. In the Opinion, of the Perſon Ador. - 
ing, it ſeemeth to be ſomething ; but that 
„ which the Fancy of the Party Adoring ap. 
© prehendeth, is indeed nothing in the World: 

Therefore Idolatry is, when the Worſhip 
„ due to God only, is beſtowed upon the 
Creature. But whoſoever, in Prayer, bow- 
* eth down himſelf before any Creature 
„ whatſoever, giveth unto the Creature, the 
due to God alone. Thé Com- 
% mandment, of God forbiddeth us to make 
„ unto our ſelves 4 Graven Image, or the 
« Likeneſs of any Creature. But they make it 
* to themſelves who make it for a Religious 
4 Uſe. We are alſo forbidden to bow down 
«© our ſelves before any ſuch Creature; for 
* thoſe who do ſo, do Serve and Worſhip 
« the ſame Creature. And in this Place, 
that Diſtintion of Latria and Doalia is 
% Frivolous, Which are Words of the ſame 
« Signification, foraſmuch as that Diſtinction 
« is taken away by the expreſs Words of 
e the Commandment; Thou ſhalt not bow aonn 
& unto them: So that bowing down unto 
< them is forbidden, notwithſtanding we {ce 
&« it practiſed every where.” To this Neat 


„Church are not to be altered without ma- 
% ture Deliberation.” Gzpin replyeth, that 
KF Tt is not in our Power to alter the Ord 
“ nances of the Church, But ſeeing I can 
“ not alter Things already determined in the 

"We ON a Church, 
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«Church, it remainerh, that I eſpecial; en- 
dea vour to diſcharge myſelf, and to draw 
« near to the Sincere Worſhip of God, as 
« his Grace ſhall enable m.“... 
Mr. Gilpin did often Profeſs, That | when 
he lived amongſt the Papiſts, he had obſery- 
el many Things which had eſtranged his 
Heart from that Religion. He underſtocq, 
that a Man's chiefeſt Comfort conſiſted in the 
Article of Juſtification, Which Article he ſaw 
ſo obſcured in Popery, that true Conſolation 
was Utterly excluded. Therefore he did With 
4l Diligence, enquire into the Scripturey and 
Writings of the Fathers: Returning into 
England in the Days off Queen Mar), hie be- 
held, to his great Grief,” the Church oppreſ- 
ſed with Blood and Fire: And being placed 
by Biſhop Tunſtal in the Rectory of Hing don, 
he began to preach the Word of God, and 
ſharply to Tax ſome Vices which then reign- 
ed in the Church. He propounded the Doct- 
rine of Salvation Plainly and Soundly, which 
Thing procured him many back Friends, e- 
ſpecially among the Clergy, whoſe Faults he 
had touched to the, quick. There was at 
that Time, among the Clergy of the Biſhoprick 
of Durham, one Tunſtall, Parſon of a Church 
in that Dioceſe. This Man was very Hot 
againſt Gilpin, and accuſed him often to the 
Biſhop as an Heretick, and one that deſerv- 
ed to be Burnt, as other Hereticks were. 
But the Biſhop could nt indure to ſhed 
| C 4 Blood, 
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Blood, and therefore dealt mildly with bim of 


and preſerved him from the Projects of his on 


- 
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Enemies. ROE ene 38 04. 1596 
I have heard Anthony Carleton relate (and ing 
he, at that Time, lived in the Biſhop's Houſe) he 
that the Biſhop's Chaplains, at a certain Time, in 
had ſome Diſcourſe with Gilpin about Luther: WM Pre 
And that one of them had 1 * him, What he 
thought of Luther, and his Writings? Giles © © 
confeſſed, that he had not read the Writings WW © a 
of Lather., I propounded unto myſelf (ad the 
« he), this Courſe, Firſt of all, to ſearch the I tior 
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« Scriptures diligently, and to be acquaint- ¶ cell 
ed with the Expoſitions of the Fathers up- wh 
on them. As for the Writings of the Ne. W Wo 
« zerickes, I have only looked upon them: (lai 


„ Howbeic I refuſe, them not, when and *ep! 
« *where they agree with the Ancients.” One held 
of them commended. Mr. Gilpin's Reſolution, “ ſa 
and faid, © It would be well with the Church, 1 C 
„if all Men would duly reſpect the Wric MW © P. 
« ings of the Fathers; for then upſtart Opi- I © li 
* nions: of late Writers, would not ſo much man 
« diſturb the Church, ſuch as, are. theſe of I obſe 
« Later,” : 3535 
But Gilpin anſwered, © If Neotericks, and I © C 
late Writers, produce the Opinions of the © I. 
Ancient Fathers, the | Novelty of the Men I ſu 
is not to be diſdained; but the Antiquity I * th 
ok the Doctrine is to be reverenced. | © br 
They hereupon ſubtilly draw. on Gilpin in-“ Fa 
to a Diſputation concerning the eee * Is; 


„ 
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of the Altar; propounding therein two Queſti- 
ons, the one concerning the Real Preſence, the 
other concerning Tranſubſtantiation. Touch- 
ing the Real Preſence, Gilpin confeſſed, that 
he had no very ſtrong Argument where with 
in his Judgment, he might Oppoſe the Real 
Preſence; ©4 For I ſuppoſe (ſaith he) that 
«. therein lieth hid a great Miſtery, ſuch a 
« one as is above my: Capacity, rather to be 
« adored than diſputed upon.” They asked 
then, What he thought of: Tranſubſtantĩa- 
tion? He anſwered, That there was no Ne- 
ceſſity why we ſhould: Believe thoſe Things 
which have no ſolid Foundation in the 
Word of God. Do you not then Believe 
(aid they) as the Church Believes? Gilpin 
teplyetl, That the Church had not always 
held that as an Article of Faith: “ am, 
4 faith he, of the Catholick Faith, and the 
* Catholick Faith changeth not. But in this 
“point I ſee Alteration, ſuch as the Catho- 
& lick Faith is not capable of.” They de- 
manded what Alterations in Faith he had 
obſerved, touching the Sacrament of the Al- 
tar. He replyeth, © I do not find that in the 
„Church, in former Ages, there was any 
* Thing Spoken, or Written, about Tran- 
* ſubſtantiation. Peter Lumbard was either 
© the-Firſt, or at leaſt one of the Firſt, that 
* brought in the Alteration of the. Ancient 
Faith. And what do you yourſelves think? 
Is the Bread in Tranſubſtantiation convert- 


* ed into the Fleſh and Blood of Chriſt ? 


They 


1 
| 
| 
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They: anſwer, that tliey believe ſo abſolute. 
iy. But, ſaith Gilnn, Peter Lummburd, wha 
« as the firſt Man that made an Alteration 
“of the Faith of our Fote-fathers in this 
4 Point,; himſelf did not Believe as you ds, 
4 For in his Fourth Book, the Eleventh Di. 
ſtinct ion, F. thus he hath it: Tbere is no Tran 
&« ſubſtantiation but of Bread into Fleſh, and Wie 
into Blood. And if that be true, then doubt. 
« leſs it föllows conſequently, that in the 
& Tranſubſtantiation of the Bread: there is nd 
« Blood. And now, faith he, how will you 


4 reconcile theſe Tllings? They ſtood at's 


ſtand, as having nothing to anſwer, becauſe 
the; Words of Lumbard pla inly deny that in 
the Franſubſtantiated Bread can be any Blood, 
or in the Wine his-Fleſh. Whom when Gi 
pin had obſerved to ſtagger in this Point, 
Jake Notice now (ſaith he, of the immu: 
« tability of the Catholick Faith: We ſee 
« the Alteration of Tranſubſtantiation. Fot 
© when Lambard had broached this Doctrine, 


F that there was a kind of Change, he would 


& have it none otherwiſe underſtood than 
& thus: That the Bread only ſhould be chang- 
ed. into Fleſh, and the Wine only into 
« Blood. ' WII 1 fog? 1 

Nor did Men, at that Time, dream of 


e any other Converſion in the Sacrament of 
„ the Altar, until the Fiction of Concomr 


* tancy was broached by Thomas Aq uind: 
He. was a Man that underſtood well the 
« Difficulty of this Point, and therefore he 

4 J 'under- 
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s underpropped; it with Concomitaucy, that 
8 ſorſooth, by reaſon of Concomitancy, there is 
6 both Fleſh and Blood in the Tranſubſtan- 

« tiated Bread. Bur theſe are the Inventions 
©of later Men, whereas the Catholiek Reli- 
« gion abhorreth invented Alterations in mat- 

6 ters,of Faith.” Alla: ood Wa 
While they were holding this Diſputation, 
without ſpeaking aloud, becauſe they Were 
doſe at the Biſhop's Back, who at that Time 
fate before the Fire, for it was in the Winter 
Seaſon : The Biſhop leaned: his Chair ſome- 
what Backwards, and hearkened what they 
faid. And when they had done ſpeaking, 
the Biſhop turning to his Chaplains, uſeth 
theſe Words, Father's Soul, let him alone, for 


he hath more Learning than you all. 


Whilſt he. lived at. E/izgdon, he preached 
the Word of God conſtantly to the People. 
Now ſo it was, that the Archdeaconry of Dur- 
ham was annexed to the Rectory of Eingdon. 
Thereupon Mr. Gilſiin, for a Time, ſupplied 
both Places. And when, by chance he had 
Notice, that the Biſhop was ſo Careful of 
* him, that he had a Purpoſe to encreaſe his 
Maintenance, he made Anſwer, © That he 
* was provided for ſufficiently, and even 
= © ſomewhat more than. ſufficient already.“ 
And deſired the Biſhop, that he might have 
his good Leave, to reſign either the Rectory 
or the Archdeacon's Place : For, faith he, 
the one of thenn will -be. ſufficient ; me- 
"|| © thinks both together are too heavy a Bur- 
ten for me.” Hereat 
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. Hereat the Biſhop ſeemed to be moped 
with him, and faid: “ Have not I told thee 
& before-hand, that thou wilt die a Beggar? 
«© found them both combined, and com. 
& bimed 1 wil leave them “ 
Not long after, he beſtowed upon Mr. Gil. 
pin the Rectory of Houghton, being a very 
large Pariſh, containing Fourteen Villages, 
with very large Poſſeſſions. Mr. Gilpin being 
ſettled at Houghton, per ſevered moſt conſta gt. 
ly in the Duties of the Miniſtry, and rep2ir- 
ed the decayed Houſes. His Parſonage Houſe 
ſeemed like a Biſhop's Palace; nor ſhall a 
Man lightly find one Biſhop's Houſe among 
many worthy to be compared to this Houſe 
of his, if he conſider the Variety of Build. 
ings, and Neatneſs of the Situation. 
"While Mr. Gilpin lived at Houghton, he 
was touched with a Care, not of that Pariſh 
only, but of many more: For he ſaw, and 
was much grieved to ſee, many Congrega- 
tions, through the Abuſe of Impropriation, 
as they call it, to be even diſperſed, and de- 
ſtitute of Paſtors. For the Parſonages being 
in the Poſſeſſion of Laymen, there remained 
not Maintenance for a Miniſter; for the 
Lay men fought out for poor baſe Prieſts, 
who were only able to read Prayers to the 
People Morning and Evening: Nor did the 
one uſe to require, or they take care to per- 
form any more. This ' Deſolation of the 
Church, and Ignorance of the common Sort, 
much troubled the Holy Heart of Mr. —_ 


« 
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He therefore purpoſed with himſelf, -- with as 
much Care and Vigilance as he could, not 
to make up the Breach wholly (for that was 
2 Thing: Impoſſible for him to do) but to do 
his own Duty to the beſt of his Endeavours, 
that the Truth may be propagated, and God 
glorified. This Deſolation of the Congrega- 
tions appeared moſt of all in Northumberland, 
and the Parts adjoining, which are called 
Riddeſdale, and Tindale, For in theſe Quar- 
ters, eſpecially at that Time, the Word of 
God was never: heard of to be preached a- 
mong them, but by Mr. Gilpin's Miniſtry. 
& that once a Year it was his Cuſtom to 
make a Journey amongſt them. 

For which Purpoſe, he would uſually take 
the Opportunity of Chriſtmas Holidays, when, 
in reſpe& of Froſt and Snow, other Men were 
bath to Travel. That Time he liked beſt, 
becauſe then there came many Holidays to- 
gether, and the People would more uſually 
Aſſemble. upon the Holidays, whereas at 0+ 
ther Times they neither would come together 
o eaſily, nor ſo often. 

He got himſelf a great deal of Eſteem 
and Reſpect amongſt this People, both by 
Preaching, and by diſtribution of Monies to 
tie Poor 1n his Journey, being ſometimes be- 
lighted before he was well aware, and forc'd - 
to lodge in the Snow all Night; in which 
Extremity, he commanded William Airy, who 
for the moſt Part attended upon him, to trot 
tie Horſes vp and down, and neither to per- 

mit 
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mit them, nor himſelf to ftand ſtill, while 


he himſelf, in the mean while, did beſtir him. 


felf; ſometimes Running, ſorr etimes Walking 
as not able to ftand' till for Cold. At Home 
his daily Care was for the Diſcharge of hi 
Miniſtry, and Proviſion for the Poor. 

No there was in this Town of Houghtn 


a Street of Poor People; for their Relief be 


took Order, that every Thurſday through th 


Tear, a very great Pot ſhould be provided 


full of boiPd Meat, purpoſely for the Poor, 
And not at Houghton alone, but even where. 
ſoever Opportunity preſented itſelf, he ws 
careful for the Poor, inſomuch that by the 
common Conſent of the Country People, he 
was ſtiled a Father of the Poor. 

Upon a Time, as he was returning home 
upon a Journey, there was a certain Husband. 
man at Plough, in whofe Teame of Hork: 
one upon a ſudden fell down, whether with 
being 'overwrought; or upon ſome Diſeaſe, it 
is uncertain. The Husbandman, and thoſe 
who were with him, did their beſt to rail: 
the Horſe again, with all the Strength they 
had: But it was in Vain, for the Horſe was 
Dead. Mr. Gilpi» paſſing by accidentally, 
ſtayed to obſerve the Iſſue of the Matter: 


And perceiving that the Horſe could not be 


raiſed again, and that the Husbandman w3s 
exceedingly grieved for the Death of his Beall, 
and that he cryed he was even Undone b 
that miſerable Accident, he commanded hi 
Man to alight from the Horſe he had oy 
334 | | 
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him. and Patiently to carry. the Saddle and Bridle: 
to the dext Town, and give to the Poor Man 
the Horſe whereon he Rode. The Husband- 
man thereupon cryed out, “ Alas, Sir, I am 
4 not Able / to pay you the Price of ſo good an 
Horſe. Be of good cheer, ſaith Mr. Gilpin, 
« thou ſhalt never Pay me for him till I de- 
„ mand it, in the mean while go on with 
thy Work.“ Yea, and many a Time, as he 
travelled, Was he accuſtomed thus to help poor 
Men. When at any Time he chanced to 
meet any naked Poor, he would put off Part 
of. his Apparel to cover their Nakedneſs: And 
at his Table, he uſually fed many poor Per- 
ob bg 1. 18 18 N 

When that bleſſed Queen Elizabeth, of ne- 
ver- dying Memory, after the direful Times 
of her Siſter's Reign, came to the Crown, 
the Scarſity of learned Men, who were Able 
to Preach the Word of God, moved not on- 
ly many Religious Perſons, but even the ve- 
ry Council of the Queen, to ſeek a Salve for 
this' Sore, by all the Means they could. Mr. 
Gitpin obſerving the laudable Endeavours of 
many, in relieving the Churches Want in 
this kind:; himſelf alſo, was exceeding Studi- 
ous to do what good he could Poſſible in his 
own Charge. Whereupon he began to con- 
celve Thoughts of a Seminary of good Lite- 
rature, or a Grammar-School; and Built a 


School, allowing Maintenance to a Maſter 


and Uſher. Himſelf alſo made Choice out 
of the ſame School, of ſuch as he liked beſt, 
5 to 
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to be privately inſtructed by himſelf. Which 
Reſolution of his, much benefitted Mr. Gi. 
pin himſelf, and the whole Church of God all 
England over. For in that School of his were 
bred very many learned Men, who very 
much graced the Church by their Endea- 
vours, and Uprightneſs of Life. 
There was great Reſort of Scholars to that 
School of his, many of whom were Boarded 
in the Town, and many at Mr. Gilpin's Houſe, 
He boarded the Sons of Knights and Eſquires 


at a ſmall Rate; thoſe who were of his Kin- 


dred were free: Lea, and he had many poor 
Mens Sons, upon whom he beſtowed both 
Meat and Drink, and Clothes, and Education. 
Whereby Mr. Gilpin's School was everywhere 
ſpoken of to his Credit; but himſelf much 
more. Out of this School of his, he ſent 
Daily very many to both Univerſities; unto 
divers whereof he alſo allowed Maintenance 
in the Univerfity, at his own Coſt and Charg- 


es. And now, while: he was wholly taken 
up with theſe Employments, Glory and Re- 


putation, which tolloweth him that flieth 
from it, and flieth Irom him that purſued it, 
had made the Name of Mr. Gilpin moſt re- 
nowned, inſomuch that he was not only ho- 
noured among the Fathers of the Clergy, but 
amongſt all the Nobility of the Kingdom. A- 


mongſt the Nobles at the Court, the Earl of 


Bedford was one that marvellouſly reſpected 
Mr. Gilpin, This Earl earneſtly deſired of 


the Queen, that the Biſhoprick of Carlile, at 


that 
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that Time Vacant upon the Death of Oner 
Oglethorpe, ſhould be beſtowed upon Mr. Gil- 
din and obtained it. And thereupon the Earl 
diſpatcheth his Letters ro Mr. G, to get 
that Power of Election which is termed Conge 
delire. 
Mr. Gilyin receiving the Letters, with the 
Conge d'elire, ſent back a Meſſenger out of 
Hand, wich Letters to the Earl, wherein 
having returned all hearty Thanks to the 
Queen, and to rhe Earl, he humbly beſeech- 
eth the Earl to be Mediator to the Queen 
for him, and to get him excuſed as concern- 
ing the Biſhoprick, alledging, that he was 
belt acquainted with his own Strength, and 
Conſcious to himſelf of his own Inſufficiency 
for the Diſcharge of ſo great a Place: If, in 
the mean-while, he could be any other way 
YXrviceable to the Church, he would be Di- 
ligent and Careful in ſome meaner Employ- 
ment. At that Time was Edwin Sandys Bi- 
ſhop of Worceſter, a Man Venerable for his ap- 
proved Wiſdom, Learning, and Holineſs of 
Life, who was afterwards tranſlated to Lon- 
don, and thence to York. This Biſhop hap- 
ned to be in London at the ſame Time when 
the Earl of Bedford was buſy about the Pre- 
ferring of Mr. Gilpin to a Biſhoprick: And 
he, either by the Perſwaſion of the Earl, or 
out of the intire Love which he bore to Mr. 
Gilpia (for he was near a-kin unto him) diſ- 
patched Letters to Mr. Gilpin, whereby he 
| Ds per- 


ſwaded him to accept of, and to keep the Bi- 
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ſhoprick thus offered. The Letter was found k 
amongſt Mr. Gilpin's Papers in theſe Words: * 
: 

My much and worthily reſpected Couſin, 0 
4 AVI NG regard unto the good of MW ., 
6 the Church of Chriſt, rather than p 
« to your Eaſe, I have, by all the good 


« Means I could, been careful to have this 
“ Charge impoſed upon you, which may be 
« both an Honour to yourſelf, and a Benefit 


to the Church of Chriſt. My true Report 


“ concerning you, hath ſo prevailed with the 
& Queen's Majeſty, that ſhe hath nominated 
« you Biſhop of Carliſſe. 

« I am not Ignorant, that your Inclination 
& rather delighteth in the peaceable Tranqui 
* lity of a private Life. But if you look up- 
“% on the Eſtate of the Church of Exglan 
& with a reſpectful Eye, you cannot, with 4 
good Conſcience, refuſe this Charge impob 
ed upon you: So much the leſs, becauſe it 
“ is in ſuch a Place, as wherein no Man iſ 
+ found fitter than yourſelf to deſerve wel 
« of the Church; in which reſpect, I charge 
“ you before God, and as you ſhall anſwer i 
& to God herein, that ſetting all Excuſes # 
* fide, you refuſe not to aſſiſt your Countr), 
© and to do Service to the Church of God, 
to the uttermoſt of your Power. In the 


mean while I give you to underſtand, tn 
| 2 
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« the ſaid Biſhoprick is to be left undiminiſh'd, 
« neither ſhall any Thing of it be diminiſh. 
« ed (as in ſome others it is a Cuſtom) but 
« you ſhall receive the Biſhoprick eatire, as 
Dr. Oglethorp hath left it. 
« Wherefore Exhorting, and Charging you 
& to be Obedient to God's Call herein, and 
not to Neglect the Duty of your own Cal- 
« ing, I commend both yourſelf and the 
« whole Buſineſs to the Divine Providence.” 


In Haſte : At London, 
the fourth Day of 
April, 1560. 


Tour Rjnſman and Brother, 


EDWIN, WORCESTER. 


Mr. Gilpin returneth Thanks to the Reve# 
rend Biſhop his Kinſman: But as touching 
| the Biſhoprick, he deſireth to be excuſed, and 
in that Reſolution he became unmoveable. 
And many there were who thought him blame- 
worthy, becauſe he had ſo ſtifly rejected a 
Bilhoprick. But amongſt ſome, Mr. Gilpin's 
Reputation ſeemed to grow greater by this 
Retuſal, than if he had accepted the Offer. 
| remember, that I myſelf have heard him 
diſcourſing amongſt his Friends touching this 
Occaſion, when one of them asked him upon 
D 2 what 
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what Grounds he had ſo ſtifly refuſed a Bi. 
ſhoprick. To whom he made Anſwer, that 
« He refuſed not ſo much the Biſhoprick, as 
* the Inconvenience of the Place: For (faith 
* he) if I had been choſen in this Kind to a- 
* ny Biſhoprick elſewhere, I would not have 
* refuſed it; but in that Place I have been 
* willing to avoid the trouble of it, ſeeing I 
* had there many of my Friends and Kin- 
* dred, at whom I mult Connive in many 
„Things, not without Hurt to myſelf; or 
** elſe deny them many Things, not without 
* Offence to them : Which Difficulties I have 
* eaſily avoided, by the Refuſal of that Bi. 
„ ſhoprick.” 5 | 
Upon this Refuſal of Ms: Gz/p:z's, Dr. Joh» 
Beſt, a Learned and Religious Man, was 
made choice of for the Place: But whether 
he had it conferred upon him upon the ſame 
Terms as it was profered to Mr. Gilpin, that 
no Diminution ſhould be made of any Part 
thereof, that I know nt. 

Not long after this his Refuſal of that Bi- 
ſhoprick, he was ſet upon by another Requeſt, 
to wit, that he would take upon him to be 
Provolt of Queen's Colledge in Oxford, where. 
unto he was choſen; or at leaſt, that he would 
be pleaſed to nominate ſome other for that 
Place, who might be a good and fitting Man 
for the ſame, There was a Letter Written 
unto him, by Thomas Francis, to this Purpoſte. 
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Commenaations premiſed, &c. 


*C!EEING I have a Reſolution to relin- 
« quiſh this Place which I now hold in 
Queens Colledge in Oxford, being heartily 
Deſirous, that ſome Vertuous, Godly, and 
* Learned Man, and ſuch a one as by the 
* Statutes of the Colledge ſhall be fir, may 
be choſen to the Place, I have thought 
* good, once more, to make a Tender of the 
* fame unto you: Which, if it {hall pleaſe 
you to accept, I ſhall be ready, upon the 
receipt of your Letters to that Purpoſe, to 
* advertiſe the Fellows thereof, whom I know 
„to be marvellouſly well inclined towards 
„you. But if ſo great a Trouble, with ſo 
* {mall a Maintenance (for fo I may truly 
term this Burthen) do not give you Con- 
tent, T entrear your Advice and Direction, 
as a Friend, co Nominate me a Man, un- 
to whom I may Reſign the Place, ſuch an 
one as yourſelf ſhall know to be a Man fit- 
- ting; and one who may and ought to be 
” Choſen, I ſhall gladly be directed by you, 
- lo ſoon as I ſhall underſtand your Mind 
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* by your Letters, which I Pray you be | 
© Careful to ſend me with all convenient cip 
Speed. wy 
tur 

In Haſte, from Oxford, | Fat 
the 17 of December, | oi 
1561. all 
e = WI 
What Anſwer Mr. Gilpin returned to this Gi! 
Meſſage, I do not find; but it is manifeſt, that Coi 
he refuſed the Offer of that Preferment. For, of 
againſt all Intreaties of Friends in theſe kinds, Thi 
he remained Conſtant and Unmoveable, as tert 
the Poet ſpake of King LaTinus. unl 
Ille velat pelagi V 

rupes immota reſiſtit. | of « 

now 

Moved no more that 

Than Rock on Shore. 1 


And all this while, Mr. Gilpin ſeemed even h 
to ſupply the Place of a Biſhop by Preaching, W « | 
by taking Care of the Poor, and by making 0 
Proviſion for the Neceſſity of other Churches, 1 
by erecting of Schools, and by accommodat- W war 
ing Men learned, and fitting for the Holy WW call: 
Function of the Miniſtry. As for Mr. Gi. the 
pia's Houſe, it was like a very Monaſtry, it 2 W now 
Man conſider Monaſtries, ſuch as were thoſe both 

ia the Time of St. Auguſtine, but not ſuch 3 YI atio 
theſe latter Ages have brought forth. © _ * dc 
William 
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William Lord Cecil, Baron of Burehley, Prin- 
cipal Secretary to the Queen, being ſent in- 
to Scotland abour Aﬀairs of State; in his re- 
turn Homewards, being drawn with the 
Fame of Mr. Gilpin, came to Houghton, and 
viſited him. Mr. Gilpix entertained him with 


all Reſpects and due Rites of Hoſpitality. 


When the Lord Cecill had well obſerved Mr. 
Gilpin, and had approved the extraordinary 
Courteſy of the Man, and had took Notice 
of ſuch Diligence, and Abundance of all 
Things, with ſo compleat Service in the En- 
tertainment of ſo great a Stranger, and ſo 
unlooked for a Gueſt, being now ready to 
depart thence, he ſpake on this Wiſe : 

That he had heard much, by the Report 
of others, touching Mr. Gilpin, but what he 
now had ſeen and tried, was much more than 
that which he had formerly heard. 

Therefore; tpeaking in a very Friendly 
manner to Mr. Gilyin, he ſaid, “ Sir, If you 
have any Occalion or Suit at Court, or be- 
fore the Council, I pray you to make Uſe 
* of me as a Mediator for you.” 

The Honourable Baron being returned to- 
wards Darham, when he came to the Hill 
called Rainton Hill, reflectiag his Eye upon 
the whole Champion Countrey which he had 
now paſſed, he looked back very earneſtly, 
both upon Mr. Gilpin's Houſe, and the Situ- 
ation thereof; and uſed theſe Words: 1 
* do not blame this Man, faith he, for Re- 

D 4 i« fuling 


mn — UU ͤ ͤ nm cc AE m4 


40 Y The Liſe of 

< fuſing a Biſhoprick: For what doth he 
* want, that a Biſhoprick could more enrich 
him withal? Beſides that, He is free from 
© the great Weight of Cares.” Mr. Gilhis 
did not omit to viſit the People of Ridſdal, 
and Tindale once every Lear; amongſt whom 
he was eſteemed a very Prophet, and little 
leſs than adored by that Half Barbarous and 
Ruſtick People. E Bin ad 
It happen'd by Chance, that whiles Mr. 
Gilpin Preach'd amongſt them, a certain good 
Fellow had ſtoln away Mr. Gilpin's Hoſes; 
upon the Miſſing whereof, there is a Hue and 
Cry raiſed through the Country, That Mr. 
Gilpin's Horſes were Stoln, and mult be ſearch. 
ed for with all poſſible Diligence. The Fel. 
low who had Stoln them, ſo ſoon as he heard 
that they were Mr. Gilpin's Horſes (for he 
knew not whole they were when he took 
them away) was in great Fear and Trem- 
bling, The Theft did not much trouble his 
Conſcience; but when he heard the Name of 
Mr. Gilpin, it caſt him into Trouble and 
Diſtraction of Heart. Therefore, in much 
Trembling, and with all the Speed he could, 
he brought back Mr. Gilpin's Horſes, and 
humbly craved the Pardon and Benediction 
of Father Gilpin; and proteſted, © that atter 
it came to his Knowledge, that they wet 
Nr. Gilpin's Horſes, he was afraid to be 
* thruſt down quick into Hell, if he ſhould 
do him agy Wrong © 
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Upon a Time when Mr. Gilpin was in 
theſe Parts, at a Town called Rothbary, there 
was a Peſtilent Faction amongſt ſome of 
them who were wont to reſort ro that Church. 
The Men being bloodily Minded, practiſed 
a bloody manner of Revenge, termed by 
them Deadly Feud. If the Paction of the one 
Side did, perhaps, come to the Church, the 
other Side kept away, becauſe they were not 
accuſtomed to meet together without Blood- 
ſhed. Now ſo it was, that when Mr. Gilpiz 
was in the Pulpit in that Church, both 
Parties came to Church, in Preſence of Mr. 
Gin; and both of them ſtood, the one of 
them in the upper Part of the Church, or 
Chancel, the other in the Body thereof, 
armed . with Swords and Javelins in their 
Hands. Mr. Gilpin, ſomewhat moved with 
this unaccuſtomed Spectacle, goeth on never- 
theleſs in his Sermon; and now, a ſecond 
Time, their Weapons make a claſhing Sound, 
and the one Side drew nearer to the other, 
ſo that they were in Danger to fall to Blows 
in the midſt of the Church. Hereupon Mr. 
Gilpia, cometh down from the Pulpit, and 
ſtepping to the Ring- leaders of either Fact ion, 
firſt of all he appeaſed the Tumult; next, he 
Laboureth to eitabliſh Peace betwixt them: 
But he could not Prevail in that; only they 
Promiſed to keep the Peace Unbroken ſo 
long as Mr. Gilpin ſhould remain in the Church. 
Mr. Gi lecing he could not utterly ex in- 

| | outth 
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guiſh the Hatred which was now inveterate 
berwixt them, defired them, that yet they would 
forbear Hoſtility ſo long as he ſhould remain 
in thoſe Quarters; and this they conſented 
| unto. Mr. Gilpin thereupon goeth up into 
the Pulpit again (for he had not made an End 
of his Sermon) and ſpent the reſt of the al. 
lotted Time which remained, in diſgracing 
that Barbarous and Bloody Cuſtom of theirs, 
and, if it were Poſlible, in the utter Baniſh. 
ing of it for ever. So often as Mr. Gilpis 
came into thoſe Parts aiterwards, if any Man 
among them ftood in Fear of a deadly Foe, 
he reſorted uſually where Mr. Gilpin was, 
ſuppoſing himſelf more Safe in his Company 
than if he went with a Guard. +) 


Upon a certain Lord's Day, Mr. Gilpin 


coming to a Church 1n thoſe Parts before the 
People were aſſembled, and walking up and 
down therein, eſpied a Glove hanged on high 
in the Church. Whereupon he demanded of 
the Sexton, © What ſhould be the Meaning 
thereof; and wherefore it hanged in that 
« Place.” The Sexton maketh Anſwer, © That 
dc jt was a Glove of one of the Pariſh, who 
« had hanged it up there as a. Challenge to 
% his Enemy, ſignify ing thereby, that he was 
© ready to enter Combat with his Enemy 
* Hand to Hand, or with any one elſe who 
„ ſhould dare to take down that Challenge.” 
Mr. Gilpin requeſted the Sexton, by ſome 


Means or other, to take it down. Not], 
- « Sir, 
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« Sir, reply'd the Sexton, I dare do no ſuch 


Thing. But, ſaid Mr. Gilpin, if thou wilt 


& but bring me hither a long Staff, I will 
« take it down myſelf.” And ſo, when a 
long Staff, was brought, Mr, Gilpin took down 
the Glove, and put it in his Bolom. By and 


| by came the People to Church in Abundance, 


and Mr. Gilpin, when he ſaw his Time, went 
up into the Pulpit: In his Sermon, he took 
occaſion to reprove theſe Inhuman Challenges, 
and rebuked them ſharply for that Cuſtom 
which they had, of making Challenges by the 
hanging up of a Glove. © I hear, faith he, 
that there is one amongſt you, who, even 
* in this Sacred Place, hath hanged up a 


Glove to this Purpoſe, and threatneth to 


* enter into Combat with whoſoever ſhall 
« take it down. Behold, I have taken it 
„down myſelf.” And, at that Word, pluck- 
ing out the Glove, he ſhewed ir. openly, and 
then inſtructed them, how unbefeeming choſe 
Barbarous Conditions were, for any Man that 
profeſſed himſelf a Chriſtian : And fo labour. 
ed to perſwade them to a Reconciliation, and 
to the Practice of mutual Love and Charity 

amongſt themſelves. 
After his Sermon, it was his Cuſtom to 
diſtribute Money amongſt the poorer Sort; 
and many Times, to viſit them who were 
impriſoned; and, after he had preached to 
them in Priſon, to beſtow Money largely a- 
mongſt the Priſoners, many of whom he 
| brought 


— 
* o D 2 w—— — — — — 
ES „4 1 


44 The Life of 


brought home to Repentance, for their for. 
mer paſſed Life, and to honeſt Converſation 
And for many who were condemned to die 
he procured Pardon, and ſaved their Lives. je 
When we were Children, a Rebellion Was 
raiſed in the North by the Farls of Northun- 
Berland and Cumberland, which Mr. Gilpin 
perceived beforehand, by certain evident 
Signs. And becauſe he underſtood, that in 
ſo troubleſome a Time, he ſhould want Pow. 
er to defend himſelf and his own, he conceiy. 
ed Thoughts of going aſide for a while, 
Therefore, after a Speech made to the Matters 
and Scholars, that they ſhould demean them- 
ſelves Carefully and Peaceably, until his Re: 
turn, himſelf went to Oxford, reſiding there 
until the Queen's Army, under the Com- 
mand of the Earl of Sufſes, ſhould make 
ſpeed to Durham, for diſcomfiture of the Re. 
Pals. The Rebels were now within Der. 
bam, but at the Report of the Queen's Army, 
they diſperſed themſelves, and fled, After 
they were put to flight, there was ſharp and 
cruel Proceedings againſt the fimpler Sort, 
whom the Rebels had drawn to their Faction, 
nder Pretence of Serving the Queen : For 
the filly People were ſolicited as for the Queens 
Service, the Rebels, in all Places, giving It 
out, that they ſtood for the Queen. During 
the Time that the Rebels had Poſſeſſion ot 
Darbam, with their Army, Maſs was Sung 


4a the Cathedral Church, Day by Day; ſome 
af 
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of them flew out as far as Houghton. There 
they found Mr. Gilpin's Barns full of Corn, 
young Cattle ready tatted, and many Things 
provided for Hoſpitality : But they make 
Waſte of all, Selling the Corn, Conſuming | 
the fatted Ware, and baſely making Havock fl 
of all thoſe Things which Mr. Gilpin had ; 
provided for Pious and Honeſt Uſes. There 
was among them one Fellow, whom Mr. Gil- 
in had, ſome time before, ſayed from the Gal- 
lows, and this Knave was the Wickedeſt of 
all the reſt, in Rioting away Mr. Gilpin's 
Goods. Now after the Rebels were diſperſ- 
ed, and Proceedings made againſt the (imple 
People, ſomewhat more ſharply than was 
fitting, Sir George Bowes, who was conſtitut- 
ed Marſhal for that Purpoſe, Mr. Gilpin, 
who was now come Home again, begged 
| the Lives of: many, by his Interceſſion: For 
he knew well enough, that many Men were 
drawn, as it were, into the Snare; not Wil- 
fully, but through Ignorance; and through 
the fraudulent Practices of others. And now, 
the whole Trouble being over, Mr. Gilpin 
returneth to his accuſtomed Endeavours of 
studies and Charity. There was, betwixt 
the moſt Learned and Reverend James Pil- 
kington, then Biſhop of Durham, and Mr. Gil. 
pin, more than ordinary Friendſhip, through 
their long Acquaintance, and parity of Diſpo- | 
tions. The Biſhop was wont, oftentimes, = 
to viſit Mr. Gi at his Houſe; and the Bi- 1 

f ſhop | 
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ſhop alſo, incited the rather by Mr. Gilpir's 
Example, Built a School at Lancaſter, and 
brought the Statutes of the Schnol to be o. 
ver-look'd and examin'd by Mr, Gilpin. He 
was alſo familiarly acquainted with, and mar. 
vellouſly reſpected Thomas Lever), a Godly and 
Learned Man, Maſter of Sherbo» Hoſpital, 
There was, at that Time, publiſhed, a Book 
of Thomas Cartwright*s, touching Eccleſiaſtical 
Diſcipline, which Book was exceedingly liked 
by many, in thoſe Days. William Birch, 2 
Canon of Durham, a Man Learned, but too 
haſtily inclining to that Form of Diſcipline 
which Cartwright had propoſed, ſent one of 
theſe Books to Mr. Gilpin, to read over; re- 
queſting him to ook over the Book, and that 
be would be pleaſed to write back his Opi. 
nion concerning the ſame. 
Birch ſeemed to be ſomewhat in Haſte upon 
the Matter: For, very ſhortly after, he wrote 
again to Mr. Gilpin, requeſting him to ſend 
back his Book, with his Cenſure of it; be- 
fore Mr. Gi{piz had read it all over. Mr. 
| Gilpin did accordingly ſend back the Book, 
and a Letter to Mr. Birch; and, as he had 
an excellent Vein in Verſifying, in the End 
of his Letter he wrote certain Verſes, which 

are theſe that follow : 


Malt 
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Multa go legi, 
ſed plura legenda reliqui, 
Poſt hac quum dabitur copia, 
cuncta legam : 
Optant ut careat maculis 
Eccleſia cunctis, 
Preſens vita negat : 
vita futurs dabit. 


Which verſes of his, I have thus Engliſh'd, 


Much have I read, | 
But- more remains behind : - 

PII read the reſt 

When I can Leiſure find: | 

Men wiſh our Church ll 

No Blemiſh had at all, | 18 

It cannot be ſo here, l. 

In Heaven it {hall. | 


There came unto Mr. Gilpin a certain Cam. 
bridge Man, who ſeemed a very great Scho- 
lar; and he dealt Earneſtly with Mr. Gilpin, 
touching the Diſcipline and Reformation of 
the Church. Mr. Gilpin told him, That he 
could not allow, that any Human Invention 
ſhould take Place in the Church, inſtead of 
A Divine Inſtitution. © And how? Do you 
N * think, faith the Man, that this Form of 
© Diſcipline is an Human Invention? 1 28 
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« faith Mr. Gilpin, altogether of that Mind. 
« And as many as diligently turn over the 
« Writings of the Ancient Fathers, will be 
« of mine Opinion. I ſuſpect: that Form of 
« Diſcipline which appeareth not to haye 
« been received in any Ancient Church. But 
« yet, faith the Man, Latter Men do fe 
« many Things, which thoſe Ancient Fa- 
« thers ſaw not: And the preſent Church 
« ſeemeth better provided of many Inge- 
& nious and Induſtrious Men.” Mr. El 
pin ſeemed ſomewhat moved at that Word, 
and reply'd, IJ, for my Part, do not hold 
&« the Virtues of the Latter Men, worthy to 
« be compared to the Infirmities of the Fa- 
„ thers.” | 
The other Man made Anſwer, That he 
ſuppoſed Mr. Gilpin to be in an Error in that 
Point. But Mr. Gilpin uſed theſe Words Pur: 
poſely, becauſe he perceived, that this Fellow 
had a ſtrong Conceit of I know not what 
rare Vertues in himſelf; which Opinion, Mr. 
Gilpin was deſirous to root out of him. George 
Gilpin, who had moſt Elegantly tranſlated, 
out of Lom Dutch into Ezgliſh, the Book of 
Philip Marnixius, Earl of Aldeguna, called, The 
Behive of the Roman Church; came out of the 
Lon-Countries unto Bernard, This Man was 
Brother to Bernard, and Agent for the Queen 
with the States of Holland, amongſt whom 
he left behind him a famous Memory of him- 
ſelf, for his ſingular Wiſdom. And wo 
| ire 
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lived' for ſome Space moſt Lovingly with his 
Brother Bernard, being about to return for. 
Holand, he had adviſed with the Queen and 
Council of the Kingdom, touching, the Afﬀairs: 
which he had to treat upon with the States, in 
the Queen's Name. The Earls of Leiceſter and 
Bedford, exceedingly favoured the two Bro- 
thers, George for his Wiſdom in Affairs of 4 
State, and Bernard for his Holineſs of Life. | 
Theſe requeſted George, to perſwade his Bro- 
ther Bernard to declare in Writing, the Mo- 
tires and Means of his Converſion from the 
Roman Superſtition, to the Light of the Goſ- 
pel. To which Requeſt Mr. Gilpin anſwer- 
ech That he would do it Plainly and Sincere- 
ly, without any Diſſimulation. Fenn ii 
The Copy of his Letter to that Purpoſe, I 
fund among his Papers to be thus. 


The Letter of Bernard Gilpin to his Brother | 
George : In the Tear of out Lord, 1575. 


f . | 
11 o do requeſt (Brother) that 
e l ſhould relate unto you ſome- 
1 what at Large, the Manner 
a and Means of my Converſion 
n trom Superſtition to the Light 


; of the Goſpel: A Thing, which I ſuppoſe, 
not unknown unto you, to have been a 
| E * Work 
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« Work of many Years: Nevertheleſs, ; 
© Time and Health ſhall give Leave, I wil 
&« conceal nothing from you herein. I wil 
Confeſs mine own Shame, to the Confuſion 
„of rhe Devil; I will ſay with the Apoſtle 
« 1 Tim. 1.13. I was received to Mercy, far | 
© did it Tenorantly. In the Days of King El. 
% ward, I was drawn to. Diſpute againſt cer. 
te tain Poſitions of Peter Marty's: Howbeit, 
* out of a natural Inclination, I have always, 
« fo far as I could, avoided Controverſies and 
% Diſputations. And when I was but 1 þ 
« young Divine, and had found our, by MW © i; 
holding that Diſputation, that the Fou: % 
* dation whereto I truſted, was not fo folid MF © e 
«as I formerly ſuppoſed it, I thereupon be.“ 
« gan ſomewhat ſeriouſly to read over the 5. 
& Scriptures and Writings of the Fathers MW © 7; 
* that I might confirm myſelf in my receiv. WM * þ 
„ ed Opinions, But God freed my Mind WF ti. 
from that prejudicate Conceit, by little and “ be 
„little, and the Zeal which 1 had for the 6 

& ͤPopiſh Religion began to cool in me, eve. 
< ry Day more and more. But on the other 
6“ Side, I felt certain ſparkling Deſires, which 
% urged me to ſearch out the Truth. In the 
% mean while I repaired to the Biſhop af 
„D Durham, that I might be further inſtruct 
* ed; who told me, That in the Matter of Tru. 
& ſubſtantiation, Innocent ius the Pope, the thin 
64 of that Name, had done unadviſedly, ſeeing i 
* had made it an Article of Faith. Aue 5 

| * furthe 


8 
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a further Confeſs, That the Pope had committed 
4 great Fault in that touching Indulgencies, 
4 and other Things, he had taken no better Order 
« for the Quiet of the Church. 

« Afterwards I conferred with Dr. Redman, 
« in whom I repoſed much Hope, in regard 
of his eminent Vertues, and great Scholar- 
« ſhip: He affirmed unto me, That the Book 
f Common-Prayer was an Holy Book, and a- 
« oreeable to the Goſpel, Theſe Things caſt me 
« into many diſtractive Thoughts. After 
this, one of the Fellows of Queen's Colledge 
« in Oxford, told me, that he heard Dr. Ched- 
* ſe) ſaying among his Friends, that it muſt 
come to this Point, That the Proteſtants 
* muſt grant us a real Preſence of Chriſt in the 
* Sacrament, and we likewiſe give way anto them 
* in the Opinion of Tranſubſtantiation, and ſo we 
* ſball accord, Dr. Weſton made a long Ora- 
tion touching the Supper of the Lord to 
* be adminiſtred under both Kinds. 

Mr. Morgan told me, that Dr. Ware, a 
Man moſt Famous for Life and Learning, 
had affirmed unto him, That the Principal 
* Sacrifice of the Church *« God, was the Sacri- 
fte of Thankſeiving. This was his Anſwer, 
g when I had demanded of him, what could 
be ſaid for the Sacrifice of the Maſs. The 
, Molt learned Biſhops in this Kingdom, at 
that Time, confuted the Primacy of the 
Pope, both in Words and Writing. 
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„Mr. Harding, being newly returned Home 
& out of Itah, in a long and famous Oration, 
« ſo plainly ſet out, and painted to the Life, 
« the Friers and unlearned Biſhops, who had 


met at the Council of Trent, in their Green 


„ Gowns, that it bated in me, and in very 
many others, a great deal of that Opmion 
« and Confidence, which we had repoſed in 


„% General Councils. | 


* Theſe: Things, and many others, gave 


me occaſion diligently to ſearch the Scrip- 
0 


* 


tures and Writings of the Fathers; whence 


Thad begun to obſerve very many, and 
very great Abuſes, and ſome Enormities, 


* 


. 


uſed, and as oft defended in Popery, and 
to judge Reformation neceſſary on the*0- 
ther Part. Whilſt 1 went on in this Man. 
* ner, I was over-ruled, by the Perſwaſions 
of ſome Friends, to accept of a Parſonage, 
 whereunto I was drawn againſt my Wil. 
© It I offended God, in undertaking the 
“ Charge before I was a more ſaficient 
Scholar, and better grounded in Religion, 


* 


0 


* 


J ask God Forgiveneſs. Nor do I doubt 


but I have obtained Mercy in his Sight. 


Before I entred upon that Parſonage, | 


6 preached before King Edward at Greenwich, 
* a Sermon which had the Approbation of 
* many good Men. 281 <} 
« The Lord Treaſurer, being at that Time 
« Secretary, obtained for me, from the King, 
& Licence, as a general Preacher throughout 
« the 
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0 the Kingdom, ſo long as the King lived ; 


« which Time fel] out to be not much above 
« the Space of Half a Year after. In my. 


& Sermons, I handled thoſe Points wherein 


I was beſt grounded, and wherein I was 


© undoubtedly reſolved out of the Scriptures: 


« I examined the Maſs, and the Abuſe, ſo 
«far as I was Able to obſerve at that Time, 
« conſiſted in the too much Reverence, and 
& profſer Worſhip of the People; becauſe I 


* believed not Tranſubſtantiation. Never- 
© theleſs, at ſome Times I read Maſs, but 


„ ſeldom, and privately. Then was I forth- 
* with ſent” beyond the Seas, that I might 


* over-ſce the Printing of my Lord Biſhop 
Junſtall's Book touching the Euchariſt, with 
* two or three Books more, as you know, at 
Antwerp: Where I beheld, for the Space of 
three Years, at Paris, Antwerp, and Lovain, 
on in ſome other Places, very graſs Ido: 

atry. 6 

„This Thing did more and more eſtrange 
me from the Popiſh Religion; moſt of all, 
becauſe the learneder Papiſts did, zin their 


* Diſputations in Schools; deny the Adoration 
* of Images, yet allowed the intolerable A- 
* buſe thereof in their Churches. And now, 


* whilſt with all earneſtneſs I adviſed with 
* the Holy Scriptures, and Writings of the 


( 


(i 1) - 
ſerved in that Church, notable Corruptions 


E 3 „ 


Fathers, I obſerved many Things alienated 
my Heart from the Popiſh Church, I ob- 


| 
| 
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* of the Doctrine of the Bible, many Things 
« in the Sacraments inſtituted againſt Scrip- 
* ture; ſome Sacraments lately added: In 
the Sacrament of the Supper, the one 
“ Half taken away: The Fiction of Tran- 
* ſ{ubſtantiation brought in: Traditions of 
* rhe Church made equal to the Word of 
* God, and to the Holy Scriptures, and to 
ce be embraced with the ſame Pious Affection: 
„ The Worſhip of Images brought into the 
& Church: All Things performed in the 
& Church, before the People, in an unknown 
“Language: But above all the reſt, the Que. 
« ſtion concerning Antichriſt troubled me 
“ moſt, becauſe it ſeemed not to me a fake 
< Thing, to make a Separation from the po- 
*“ piſh Church, except I were firſt fully te. 
* ſolved, that the Pope is Antichrift: And 
ein this Point I cannot eaſilf expreſs, with: 
« how, many Difficulties and Diſtractions! 
6 Was daily oppoſed. Afterwards I was, ſent 
“ for home again by the Biſhop, who con- 
& ferred upon me the Rectory of, Eſ/ingdor; 
e Where, when I had endeavoured to be cor- 
« ſtant in Preaching, I obſerved, that I had 
e on a ſudden procured to myſelf many and 
& heavy. Enemies thereby: For I had preach: 
ed againſt Plurality of Benefices and Non. 
„ relidency. Mine Adverſaries cried out, 
& That all ſuch as broached that Doctrine mould 
«prove Hereticks quickly. Others were much 
« diſplcaſed- with, me, for that J had; prone 
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60 Images, Reliques, Pilgrimages, Buying and 
« Selling of Maſſes and Trentals, with ma. 
„ ny other Errors, which in the Time of 


< King Edward, the Papiſts had not only con- 


< feſſed to be Superſtitious, but had promi 
*«K ed Reformation of them; and profeſſed, 
© that it was meet the Church ſhould be 
% purged of them: Which Thing, they ſaid, 
« they would gladly do, if ever the Power 
„ came into their Hands again. When] 
asked of them, In which of theſe Points 
Reformation ſhould begin; in expeQatiag 
of which Thing I returned from Paris the 
more willingly, Anſwer was made unto 
me, that no Way muſt be given to the 
« Tenorant Multitude. If (fay they) we 
once Confeſs any Errors at all, they wil 
4 ſtra ightway cry out, that many : other 
„ Things alſo are worthy to be reformed, 
c beſides thoſe which we ſhall yield unto 
er them; and fo they will be (till growing 
z upon us, that we ſhall never have done 
% Reforming. Theſe Things wounded me 
„ grievoufly, and drave me to ſeek out far 
e Peace of Conſcience. After theſe Thing), 
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© having preached two or three Sermons at 


« Newcaſtle, I began to explain my Conſcience 
% more at large, where there were gathered 
„ twelee or thirteen” Articles againſt me, 
"«"and ſent to the Biſhop. And now had mine 
% Adverſaries of the Clergy, whom I had 
„ grievouſly provoked, obtained what they 


: 
. 
"=. 


" * 


4 Land 
** 


« 
(c 


ay 
tx hoc my _—_ a — — „ GAN ps 


- 
* 


* 


Bernard Gilpin. 57 


« had long looked for; Nor would they give | 
« gyer,,, until the Biſhop. had called me be- . 
4 fore "their Faces, to examine me in the 
point of the Sacrament. The Biſhop ſhew- 
«ed; me as much. Favour, I — as he 
« durſt. In Tranſubſtantiation he would not 
trouble me; only he inquired concerning | 
the Real Preſence, which I granted, and i 
© ſo was freed out of that Danger. And as i 
* touching the Real Preſence, I found not my 
« ſelf fully reſolved; 1 ſuppoſed, that therein 
2 4 ay hid a Miſery above my Capacity. Ne- 
* yerthelels, my Conſcience did ſometimes 
* chide me, for that I had, before them, 
« yielded in expreſs Words, to a Point which 
* ſeemed to me Doubtful. But I hoped, that 
* God would Pardon my Ignorance, and, in 
Time, bring me to a greater Light of 
7 Knowledge. 
„The Winter following Queen Mary de- 
* parted this Life, and then I had begun to | 
„explain my Mind, more fully. For Defore —_— 
* that Time (for I muſt needs confeſs the | 
„ Truth) Weakneſs, Ignorance, and the Ter- Þ 
' rors of mine Adverſaries, had ſomewhat _ 
- reſtrained me. About Eaſter, I was accuſ- | 
ed to the Biſhop upon many Articles, both fk 
out of the Dioceſe. of York; and of Dar- 
wh „ ham, all which Things, nevertheleſs, hurt 
* me_no farther than thus, that the Biſhop, 
* Incired thereto by the Complaints of my 
* Adverſaries, ſtruck my Name out of his 
« laſt 
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& [aſt Will and Teſtament, foraſmuch as the 
4 Plebeians, and ordinary Sort of People, were 
« extremely offended with me. Now T, in 
« that I loſt the Biſhop's Executorſhip, found 
« myſelf eaſed of a great Burthen, and was 
ce glad thereof. But as for the Favour of the 


« Multitude, I hoped, in Time, through the 


« Goodneſs of God, to recover it again, that 
4 my Preaching might Profit the more to 
C Edification ; for otherwiſe I never deſired 
« the Love of the Vulgar. In Haryeſt came 
4 the Viſitors, and Dr. Sands ſent for me to 
« Aukland, and appointed me both Time and 
% Place to preach againſt the Primacy of Dur. 
& ham. But he himſelf Preaching the Day 
before, whilſt he ſeemed utterly to deny a 
& Real Preſence, had ſo wounded my tender 
« Conſcience, that the Night following | 
“ could not Sleep at all; and I was much 
& troubled in my Mind, whether I ſhould 
&« Preach the next Day, or not. At the laſt, 
« I went almoſt out of my Bed into the Pul- 
« pit, where, I know not how it happened, 
« whether through my diſquiet of Conſci- 
« ence, or want of Sleep, or in that I had 
« offended God, to go up againſt my Con- 
& ſcience, but methought I did never feel ſuch 
„ za want of Utterance; and yet, in my Judg- 
„% ment, I had provided Matter enough, and 
«. weighty. Realons. The next Day, all the 
&© Miniſters in the Dioceſe were met to Sub- 
4 ſcribe; Now fo it was, that in a Point or 
cf 3? te two 
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« two of the Articles, my Conſcience did not 
« appear to me ſo well reſolved as I could 
« have wiſhed. ' Therefore I ſtept a little 
out of the Way, hoping that I might e- 
« ſcape from being called. But when my 
« Curate came to the Book, who, I ſuppoſed, 
« would never have ſtood at it, by reafon of 
« ſome Diſcourſe I had formerly with him, 
© he withdrew himſelt as unwilling to ſub- 
“ ſcribe; and thereupon I was called for, and 
the Book held out unto me; when ſtraight- 
* ways J had theſe Thoughts in myſelf: My 
«* greateſt Confidence is repoſed in this Reli- 
4“ gion, becauſe it giveth Glory to God, and 
“ Authority to the Word of God, for rooting 
out of Superſtition and Human Doctrines. 
Only mine Heart doubteth in certain Points 
* of ſmaller Conſequence, which God (as I 
“ hope) ſhall in Time reveal unto me. If I 
* ſhall refuſe, I ſhall be a Means to make 
* many others to refuſe, and ſo conſequently 
* hinder the Courſe of the Word of God. 
* Therefore I ſubſcribed, and the Night fol- 
* lowing, I fear unto Dr. Sands, my Proteſta- 
tion touching thoſe two Points which had 
* troubled me. He being nothing offended, 
* took my Proteſtation very courteoully : So 
my Curate ſubſcribed alſo, and the Day 
following fell ſick; and whilſt I was gone 
* along with the Viſitors to Kendall and Lan- 
* caſter, he dy'd before my Return, having 
not been ſick a whole Week, Some ſup- 
„ poſed 
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« poſed that Subſcription killed his Heart; -0- 
< chers ſaid, his Infirmity proceeded from ex- 
& cellive Drinking; God only knoweth what 
was the Cauſe of his Deatn. 

In proceſs of Time, methought I grew 
«more and more ſtrengthned and reſolved: 


4 But I will confeſs the Truth, I had many 
"which would 
4 not let me Sleep for many Nights, and 


and grievous Temptations, 


« fdrave me, betwixt ſleeping and waking, into 


* ſuch Dreams, as I think few Men ever 
| My Nature did ever deſire 
4 to avoid Controverſies. My chiefeſt Com- 


«© had the like. 


« fort and Endeavour was, to preach Chriſt, 
«and Salvation through Chriſt,” Plainly and 
«Sincerely; and to Comfort myſelf in the 
«moſt ſweet Promiſes of Holy Scripture, and 
„in pouring out my Prayers to God. The 
4 tnſatiable Covetouſneſs, that could be re- 


4 ſtrained by no bounds of Temperance and 


« Moderation, together with the Pride and 


& carnal Liberty, and other Vices of that 


4 Rank, which reigned among all Sorts and 
Ex Degrees of People; but molt of all in us 
4+ the. Prieſts and Miniſters, who ought to be, 
4 e are termed, The Salt of the Earth, 
& have oftentimes broke my Sleeps... But te? 
covering, I quieted myſelf in God, ſaying, 


Sur ely 
Men doth abound, ſo much the more Glo- 


«,rious {hall God appear in Purging, Sancti- 
* fying, and Preſerving his elect People in 
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the midſt of a froward Generation. I was 
ever ſolicitous and wary either in Subſerip- 
4 tions or Oaths, not to be catched in a Trap. 
« It appeared enough to me, and ſufficient 
© for the Doctors of the Church, that all 
„Men were fatisfied in the Scriptures, and 
« the Articles of the Faith, in other Things 
« as they are agreeable to Scripture; becauſe 
the Holy Scripture ought to hold ſovereign 
Place and Preheminency above all the Writ- 
« ings of all Men. I remember, when L 
© went to be admitted into Orders, by the 
E Biſhop of Oxford, rhat the Biſhop's Chap- 
« lain Fd adminiſter an Oath unto us, that 
* we ſhould allow the Ordinations already 
made, or hereafter ro be made. 

% Touching which Oath, when we conſi- 
« der'd ſomewhat ſeriouſly what it was to o- 
« blige our ſelves to Ordinations to come, 
concerning which we could reſolve upon 
nothing; theſe Things not only much di- 
« trated me, but troubled Nine or Ten more 
« who were Sworn with me, Men far better 
„scholars than myſelf, For my Part, I re- 
« ſolved to be Sworn to no Writings, but 
with this Exception, ſo far only as they 
« are agreeable to the Word of God. Now, 
* how much it diſtreſſed my Mind, that an 
« Oath ſhould be exacted in doubtful Caſes, 
I have explained in another Diſcourſe, for 
* the Quiet of my Conſcience. And this I 
may boldly ſay, that ſince I took the Courſe 
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& to explain mine Infirmities by Writing, not 
« fearing who took Notice of them, ſo that 
« jr might Benefit myſelf, or others, I have 
* found exceeding Peace of Conſcience, and 
* am, Day by Day, more edified and con- 


« firmed, by the Reading of Scriptures. And 


« in this Caſe, I Praiſe God, that when [ 
found myſelf molt diſtreſſed and weak, my 
* Faith in the Mercies of God was ſo firm, 
as I aſſure myſelf, that if at that very In- 
« {tant I ſhould Die, yet I have had, and do 
* retain that Confidence, that theſe Diſtrac. 
tions could nothing hinder my Salvation. 
Jam reſolved with St. Paul, I have obtained 
& Mercy, for I did it IJenorantly; and with Job, 
« Although the Lord kill me, yet will J truſt in 
„ him. Yet 1 have full many a Time asked 
“ God Mercy for theſe Offences, Fofirmitics, 
© Tgnorances, and all other Things, and will 
« ever do ſo whillt I live in this World. God 
© be Mercitull unto us all.” 


Thus far Mr. Gilpin. 


Thou ſeeſt (Reader) Mr. Gilpin's upright 
Dealing: He ſpeaketh nothing of his own 
Vertues, but he is wholly-taken up with the 
Acknowledgment and Enumeration of hi 
Weakneſſes. Perhaps ſome Criticks will 
laugh at the Simplicity of the Man; but | 
herein admire his Apoſtolick Spirit, who, al- 


ter the Example of bleſſed St. Faul, 9 3 
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boaſt of himſelf, but boaſteth in his Infirmi- 
ties, that Chriſt may dwell in him. Never- 
theleſs, how ſoever he is wholly taken up with 
declaration of his own Infirmities, and hath. 
of ſet Purpoſe ſpoke nothing of his own Ver- 
tues, yet this is apparent, that he was twice 
accuſed by his Back friends, to Biſhop Tan- 
fall, in the Days of Queen Mary. But Biſhop 
Tunſtall, who abhorred to ſhed Blood, was a 
ſweet Defence to Mr. Gilpin, againſt the di- 
vers Informations of his Enemies. At the 
laſt, he was accuſed to Bonner, Biſhop of Lon. 
don, who gave Order to a Meſſenger for his 

Apprehenſion. 
Mr. Gilpin perceived the imminent Danger 
(for he had Notice, that a Meſſenger was 
diſpatch'd to attach his Body) and perceiving 
the Relief which he had found in Tunſtall's 
Clemency would now fail him, he prepared 
his Holy Soul for Martyrdom, commanding 
William Airy, the Steward of his Houſe, to 
provide him a long Garment, that he might 
go the more Comely to the Stake. But the 
ſudden Death of Queen Mary, freed the Man 
from this Danger. | 
After the Publication of the Counſel of 
Trent, when by Chance, there happened ſome 
Diſcourſe betwixt Mr. Gilpin and Thomas Le- 
very, and Levery had asked the Queſtion, 
What Mr. Gilpia thought touching that Coun- 
eil? „ The Fathers of the Council of Trent 
© (faith he) have done the Church a very 
' | « ſhrewd 
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« ſhrewd Turn: For that which was Indiffe- 
“ rent before Times, they leave not fo now. 
remember, that Biſhop Tanſtall often 
« told me, that Pope Innocent the third had 
« done very unadvitedly, 1n that he had made 
<-the Opinion of Tranſubſtantiation an Arti- 
« cle of Faith: Seeing, in former Times, it 
« was free to hold or refuſe that Opinion. 
„ Moreoyer the Biſhop told me, that he 
«did not doubt but that himſelf, if he had 
« been in that Council, could have prevailed 
« with the Pope, to have let that Buſineſs a- 
« fone. And what he judged concerning 
« Tranſubſtantiation, the ſame may a Man 
«reſolve touching all Popery, after the Pub- 
& lication of the Council of Trent; for Ml x; 
“ that which was Indifferent before, now kin 
they do net ſuffer ſo to be. Therefore 1 MMI 2 1, 
« ſuppoſe, that the Times of our Fore-fathers, ¶ ne 
« though opprefſed With much Ignorance, Nor ; 
« ere Happier far than fucceeding Ages can ¶ amo 
« be under the Papiſts; becauſe they have MW« yy 
“ now altered, in the Council of Trent, ma- H xt 
« ny Inſt itut ions of the Ancient Church. For I ax 
* whereas they have placed a Part of the “ de 
« Rule of Faith in Traditions, that is a MW © yc 
Thing which was never done in the Church “ fo 
« before. Many Things which were permit- W © th 
“ ted to be Taught 1a the Church formerly, J“ ab 
ee touching Juſtification and rhe Sacraments, “ or 
„ are not now tollerated. And upon theſe WW © g. 
« 


Occaſions, the Fathers of the Council of I © ot. 
- | | a Treat 
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Trent have laid upon other Churches a ne- 
« ceſſity of making a Separation from the 
„Church of Rome; wherein, methinks, they 
% have not dealt very adviſedly; for the 
Church is thereby diſtracted into Differenc- 
« es and Factions, and whatſoever was for- 
& merly Indifferent in doubtful Points, the 
« Fathers of Trent have made it all Neceſſa- 
« ry, and took upon them a very hard Task.” 
There were ſome Papiſts, who perceiving 
Mr. Gilpin quite alienated from the Popiſh 
Religion, which he had firſt been of, in the 
Days of his Ignorance in his Youth, took 
many Courſes to have recalled him, if they 
could poſſibly. Amongſt them was one Tho- 
mas Gelthrope, a Man well deſcended, and a 
Kinſman of Mr. Gilpin's. This Man wrote 
a Letter to Mr. Gilpin, wherein he dealt ear- 
neltly with him, not to forſake the Religion 
of his Forefathers. In that Letter, - Gelthrope, 
among(t other Things, inſerted theſe Words. 
* You have a great and good Report, both 
* at London, and in all other Places: And I 
* am of this Opinion, that either you will 
do the Church a great deal of Good, if 
* you adhere unto it; or elſe (which God 
* forbid) you will ſtir up more Miſchief in 
the Church than ever Arius did. That Sin 
* aboundeth,- it is not the Fault of the Maſs, 
or of the Mattins; but the Pernicious Do- 
„Krine and Filthy Life of the Clergy, and 
+ others. They have already reformed the 
| 3 Com- 
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% Communion, and have publiſhed a Book 
< of chezreformed Liturgy. But this Refor- 
mation hath not removed the Evil, becauſe 
„ we {ce the People grown far Worſe than 
before.“ | | 
Theſe Things I found out amongſt Mr. 

Gelpiz's Papers; but I could not Poſſibly get 
any more qut of them, the moſt of them 
were {o exceeding worn and detaced. 

Dato this Letter Mr. Gilpin made Anſwer, 
which I found entire. 1 

The Letter had this, Superſcription. 


7 his Couſin Tho. Gelthrope. 


And thus it was. 

4 FARACE and Peace. Your large Let. 
| ter was brought unto me, when [ 
had ſmalf Leiſure to anſwer it, as he can 
tell you, who bringeth back this unto you: 
„% Howbeit, I thought it not fit to let him 
come back without an Anſwer ; albeit the 
« Conctuſion of your Letter gave me ſmall 
« Encouragement to Write. For who would 
& take the Pains to write unto you, ſeeing 
“ you are fully refolv'd and determin'd, as 
« you Affirm, never to be perſwaded from 
« your Opinions, by any Argument a Man 
„ can bring? | 
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& It could not chuſe but be a moſt grievous 

« Thing to the Prophet Jeremy, when he 
« cryed out to the People, Hear the Word of 
« the Lord, that they ſhould Anſwer with a 
« Stiff Neck, We will not hear. But let us 
leave theſe Things to the Divine Operation, 
& which is able to mollify your Heart, and 
© to Open the Ears of the deaf Adder that ſtop- 
« peth the ſame againſt the Voice of the Charmer, 
% charm he never ſo wiſely, You look back 
« upon the Ages Paſt; you would do well if 
« alſo you look farther. back to the Times of 
« the Patriarchs, the Prophets, of Chriſt, 
* and his Apoſtles, and other Holy Men; 


4 with whom if you adviſe, without Preju- 
dice of blinded Affection, they will lead 


you far from that Blindneſs, from that Er- 
« ror; I may well fay, from that groſs Ido- 
« latry, which crept into the Church while 

Men Slept. FIN at 
* Whereas you are grieved at the Fall of 
& Monaſtries, and Suppreſſion of Abbeys; I 
*am Sorry you ſhould be blinded in this 
* Caſe. For very many of your own Reli- 
gion have confeſſed, that they could not 
* poſſibly Subſiſt any longer, becauſe the 
„Cry of them, like the Cry of Sodom, was 
* aſcended into the Ears of God. Their So- 
© domitical Crimes were ſo Manifeſt, that 
* they could not be. longer concealed; the 
* Lord could indure thoſe Wicked Men no 
longer. But if you call to Mind, what 
| SS „ -Ene- 
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« Enemies thoſe Men were to the Miniſtry 
“ of the Word of God, taking away moſt 


< Sacrilegtoully the maintenance allowed for 6 
« the Miniſters of the Word, hardly leaving « 
in the molt Countreys any one Rectory un- 7 
« ſpoiled, you would eaſily judge that thoſe 7 
„Men could not poſſibly ſtand and flourih MW « 


any longer. This is the Fruit of Lather's 
« Doctrine, and the whole Word of God tru- 
ly Preached, that God ſhall deſtroy that 
« wicked one with the Breath of his Mouth, 
* Whereas you fay, that he which cometh WE « « 

& ro God mult believe, I wiſh you would W « , 
„ conſider that Thing rightly, that Faith and Wh « x 
Religion can never find Peace and Quiet, N « 

„ but in the Sacred Word of God. Faith 
„ cometh by Hearing, and Hearing by the 
„Word of God. Whence it cometh that 
* who fo believeth in Bulls, Indulgences, Im- 
ages, and many other vain Conſtitutions 
& of Men, cannot poflibly have true Faith. 
« All thoſe Things vaniſh away, whereſoever 
* the Word of God hath Power and Authc- 
4 rity. That reſt which you fay that you 
& find in the Church of Rome, your Catholick 
% Church forſooth, if you take not the bet- 
ter heed, will undoubtedly fail you in your 
“ greateſt Neceſſity. You ſay that you do 
* not find in that Religion any Thing opp® 
“ ſite to the Goſpel. Bur if you look nat- 
« rowly into it, you may ſee in that Religion 


« the Word of God rejected, the Golden Le. 
„ pends 
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« oends and Feſtivals, with Bulls, Indulgences 
« and many other Things of that Sort for 
the moſt part obtruded upon Men, inſtead 
« of the Word of God. But here is a large 
« Field, and I want leiſure. I hope I ſhall 
„get Opportunity to write unto you more 
at large concerning theſe Things. God 
“ open your Eyes that you may ſee the Abo- 
% mination of that City which is Built upon 
„ ſeven Hills, Apoc, 17. Look over Hierome 
„upon that Place. If in that Church the 


 * Sacraments be corrupted, will you reject 
* the Grace of God when he openeth the 


* Eyes of his Servants to reform theſe Cor- 
G ruptions? Beware of that fearful Sentence 
H of St. John, He that is filthy, let him be filthy ſtill. 
Lou alledge that if you ſhould now begin 
* to drink of another Cup, &. quite forget- 
* ting, that in the Church of Rowe yourſelf 
* and all other Laymen are utterly excluded 
* from the Cup, contrary to the maniteſt 
* Commandment of God, Drink ye all of this. 
* Your learnedeſt Doctors of Lovaine with 
* many others, were not able to defend. fo 
* great an Abuſe of the Supper. If you call 
* us Hereticks, and fly from us, becauſe we 
have forſaken ſo great Abuſes, Superſtitions 
* and Errors, to the End, that we might draw 
near to the Sacred Word of God, and Holy 
* Inſtitutions of Chriſt, we can appeal from 
„your uncharitable Prejudice, and are able 


* ro fay with St. Paul, I little eſteem to be judg- 


F 3 * ed 


— 


% 
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« ed of you, it is the Lord which judgeth me, 
But you alledge that it is a perillous 
Thing to hear our Sermons, So ſaid the 
<&. Perſecutors of Saint Stephen, Acts 7. and 
ſtopped their Ears. So ſpoke Amaæ ia touch- 
ing Amos the Prophet, Amos 7. The Land is 

% not able to bear all his Words. Like unto 
which are thoſe whom David 'compareth 
to the Deaf Adder which ſtoppeth her Ears, 
Pſal. 58. Like to whom were many in the 
Time of the Apoltles Unto whom the Goſpel 
* was hid, in whom the God of this World hath 
* blinded the Minds of Unbelievers, that the 
Light of the Goſpel ſhould not ſhine upon then. 
« Touching thoſe Roman thunderclaps, there 

ce js no great Cauſe why we ſhould be afraid, 

* thoſe Bugbears were invented to affright 

«© Children, they are not to be feared by Men 

of Years. Eraſmus calleth them Brata fal- 
„ mina, fooliſh falſe-fires. If there were in 
„ the Pope and his Cardinals, who curſe us 

% with ſo much Bitterneſs, but the leaſt re- 

& ſemblance of Peter and Paul; had they the 

„ fervent Charity of thoſe Holy Men, and 
their exquiſite Diligence to feed the Flock 

“of Chriſt Day and Night, with other Apo- 

& ſtolick Vertues: Then were their Threats 

* to be feared : But they have changed tbe 

“ Humility of Peter into the Pride of Lucifer, 

6 the Poverty and daily Labours of. the Apo- 

ſtles into the Riches of Creſſus, and into the 
« Lazinels 
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« Lazineſs and Luxury of Sardanapalus. To 
« conclude, what agreement is there betwixt 
« Light and Darkneſs? God hath promiſed in 
' « the ſecond of Malachy, that he will Curle 
their Bleſſings, or turn their Bleſfings into 
« Curſes, who conſider not in their Hearts to 
give Glory unto his Name. See Hierom up- 
« on the third of Tſazah : Thoſe which call you 
« bleſſed, ſeduce you : How many Thouſands 
« of Men are ſeduced by Indulgences, which 
« are extended to many Thouſands of Years, 
jf the Price be according? The World fe- 
eth and grteveth to behold how the Brothers 
« of St. John's Hoſpital, had granted Licences 
« to thoſe who had laid violent Hands upon 
« themſelves to enjoy the . Burial of other 
« Chriſtians, with many ſuch like flattering 
« Fictions. As touching the Life of your 
« Grandmother, I never heard but well ; bur 
« I ſuppoſe ſhe was a ſuperſtitions Woman. 
« Tf ſhe kept you at Home with her out of 
« her tender and natural Aﬀection only, and 
« not to prevent your Knowledge of the Go- 
« ſpel, I thall defire Pardon for my miſtaking. 
* Yet many Men are perſwaded that ſhe and 
« your Uncles with-hold both from yourſelf 
Hand your Siſters, a great part of the Portion 
which was left unto you. But let theſe 
* Thiags paſs: Seeing I have not been able 
to effect, nor have effected as yet any Thing 
for you; that Money which was given to me 
by Legacy, I will beſtow upon your Siſter, 
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thing to the Purpoſe. 
* of the Prophets, together with other ma- 
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« if it pleaſe her, with ſome Addition alſo; 
becauſe I am perſwaded ſhe hath more 


need of it. 
« Ac concerning the Catholick Church, 


God is my Witnels, that it is the whole 


Deſire of mine Heart, and mine aſſured 
Confidence, that I ſhall Die a Member of 
it. But if I ſhould be fo far miſled by 
the pompous Outſide of the Church of 
Rome, as to approve of thoſe intollerable 
Abuſes, Superſtitions and Idolatries, which 
ſo many ways Rob God of his Honour, I 
ſhould not believe myſelf a Member of 
Jeſus Chriſt. If, you approve of no Inter- 
pretation of Scriptures but what proceeds 


from Rome, you may eaſily Affirm what- 


ſoever you pleaſe. There is nothing ſo ab- 
ſurd, or ſo contrary to the Truth of the 
Eternal God, which may not be wreſted 
by their corrupt Gloſſes, as it may ſeem 
to ſerve to a Wicked Cauſe. With ſuch 


kind of Men is no Diſputation to be held. 
As for that which you infer touching 4. 


rius, and the reſt of that Rank, it is no- 
For all the Writings 


nifeſt Scriptures, whereunto we ought to 
have Recourſe in Doubts of this Nature, 
and to be concluded by them, do eyident- 
ly confound Arias, and all the reſt of his Par- 
takers. C onſubſtantiality, which the Greeks 


6 Call o Need is confirmed by very many e- 


vide nt 


. 
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„ yident "Teſtimonies of Scripture. But ſo 
« is not Tranſubſtantiation, which hath ſa 
« moleſted the Brains of Scotus, Occam, Biel, 
« and all the School Divines, that many a 
„Time they are ſhrewdly put to it, what 


| 4 they had beſt to fay for removing the Ab- 


& ſurdities which ariſe therefrom. There- 
& fore it is apparent, that it is a meer Fiction 
« without any Foundation of Scripture. So 
* that Scotus (as Biſhop Tunſtall did many 
„Times ingerdoully Confeſs) was of Opint- 
« on, that the Church might Berter, and 
« with more Eaſe, make uſe of ſome more 
* commodious Expoſition of thoſe Words in 
* the Holy Supper, And the Biſhop was of 
* the Mind, that we ought to ſpeak Reve- 
* rendly of the Holy Supper, as did the An- 
* tient Fathers; but that the Opinion of 
* Tranſubltantiation might well be let alone. 
„This Thing alſo the ſame Biſhop Tunſtall 
* was wont to Affirm, both in Words and 
* Writings, That Innocent the Third knew 
* not what he did, when he put Tranſub- 
* ſtantiation among the Articles of Faith: 
And he faid, that Iunocentius wanted learn- 
ed Men about him; and indeed (faith the 
* Biſhop) if I had been of his Council, I 
make no Doubt but I might have been A- 
ble to have diſſwaded him from that Re- 
* ſolution. When Mr. Chedſey ſaid, That the 
* Catholicks ſhould do well to give way in 
the Article of Tranſubſtantiation ; I heard 
r e 6 mas 
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& nothimſelf ſpeak the Words, but one which 
heard him, told me. 

„% Whereas you Write touching the Im. 
« priſonment of him, and others; truly I am 
« of the Opinion, that as for this preſent 
«Life, they live moſt Quietly. Nor do [ 
4 think that themſelves could have made 
„ Choice of a more retired kind of Life, if 
« rhe Sting of Conſcience trouble them not, 
« for maintaining a Cauſe that is not Good, 
„ bur Built upon the Sand. 
© But if you will needs have it, chat Mei 
« muſt of neceſſity Connive at the Beaſtly 
„ and Abominable Lives ot ſo many Roman 
% Biſhops [above Thirty] you may alſo find 
« Fault with our Saviour himſelf, for diſco- 
<« vering fo plainly the pernicious Enormiries 
« both of the Phariſees (who in thoſe Times 
« were accounted, forſooth, the Holy Fathers) 


c and alſo of their Fathers then dead. You 8 


«& may Blame allo the Prophet E/ay, who will 
„% not have Evil Men to be called Good; de- 
« nouncing a Curſe againſt that Man, who 
« calleth him Holy that is not Holy, Find 
«© Fault alſo with Saint Bernard, who calleth 
„ them, the Miniſters of Antichriſt. Thoſe 
Things, which other Godly Men have 
* Written to this Purpoſe, - do worthily Ex 
« cuſe us. He blameth thoſe Things openly, 
4 concerning which he Confeſſeth, that it i 
« a Shame to ſpeak: I reveal not hidden 


Things (faith. he) but I reprove Things 
« publickiy 


Bernard Gilpin. 76 


« publickly known; unto which Thing we 
« are even obliged by the Commandment of 
„God, Eſaiah 58. 1. Shew my People their Sins. 
« Where you fay, that five Sacraments are 
« rejected by us; you do not ſay well (re- 
« jected) for we uſe them Reverendly, ac- 
« cording to the Word of God, nor do we 
« take away the Name of a Sacrament, as 
the Word Sacrameat is generally uſed, as 
« was the Waſhing of Feet, and many other 
„Things which may retain the Name of a 
« Sacrament 1n general, as alſo they do a- 
* mong_the Fathers. But the Ancient Fa- 
Athers, and ſome School-Men do affirm, that 
* only Baptiſm, and the Euchariſt, are pro- 
« perly called Sacraments, It 1s alſo the Te- 
* ftimony of Beſſarion,;, We read (faith he) 
* of theſe two Sacraments only, manifeltly 
delivered in the Goſpel. I wonder at you, 


| © that you do ſo Wreſt the Words of St. 


« Paul to ſuch a Senſe, as that our of rhoſe 
* Words, all the Ceremonies of the Maſs 


may be eſtabliſhed: Whereas you cannot 
.* be Ignorant, that the greateſt Part of them 


„ hath been added many Ages after, by the 
* Biſhops of Rome. 
We Read alſo, That the Apoſtles Conſe- 
* crated with the Words of the Goſpel, and 
* with the Lord's-Prayer, Moreover, where- 
“as St. Paul had even at that Time ordain- 
* ed already, that the People ſhould not on- 
ly eat the Bread with the Miniſter (as his 
| * own 
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& own Words do manifeſtly Prove) but alſo 
« drink of the Cup. You ſee how theſe Fel. 
* lows have utterly Robb'd the Church of 
“ that Ordination of Chriſt and his Apoſtles: 
But how Juſtly, or by what Authority they 
c have done thus, let themſelves look unto 
« it: I could never, in my Reading, find out 
the Ground of that Authority. I find the 
“ Contrary, to wit, that all Men are alto. 
4 gether forbidden to alter any Thing touch. 
« ing the Word and Will of God, delivered 
in the Holy Scriptures. 

„ You ſay, That the Scriptures allow Pray. 
« er for the Dead; and that you know this 
« well enough. St. Hierom ſaith, That the 
« Book of Maccabees is Profitable for Man- 
« ners, not to eſtabliſh Doctrine. You alledge 
that St. Auguſtine doubred in many Places, 
« Whether there be a Purgatory. If that 
„ he a doubrfuld Point, then it is not to be 
„ obtruded as an Article of Faith; but to 
* he left Indifferent ; for Faith is a Subſtance, 
« Heb. 11. 1. and Faith ought not to waver, 
* ſaith St. James. The Biſhop of Rocheſter 
« writeth concerning Purgatory, that amongſt 
« the Ancients, there was either little or no 
“ mention of it. And fo long as there was 
© no Care taken for Purgatory, no Man ſought 
« after Indulgences. And ſo thoſe innumera- 
„ ble Gains by Pardons, were never known 
« before Purgatory was found out. 


% What 


at 
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& What ſhall we now ſay is meant by thoſe 
4 Words of St. Paul, Eſteeming Gain Godlineſs, 
« if this be not it? This Mart hath fed, and 
« (till doth feed many Idle Bellies, who ſtout- 
« ]y drive away the Word of God to the beſt 
« of their Ability, that they may not loſe 
« their Swine. Howbeit, at the laſt the 
« Truth ſhall Prevail, however theſe Men 
have conſpired together againſt it. 

« As touching that which you add concern 
« ing the Invocation of Saints, St. Auguſtine 
« exhorteth us, rather to ſtand to the Scrip- 
© tures, than either to his Writings, or the 
« Writings of others: And not to build upon 
„his Writings without the Authority of 
« Scriptures. And ſurely, in this Point my 
« Conſcience is reſolved, that there is no one 
„Point of all thoſe which are controverted, 
that is proved by more evident Teſtimo- 
« nies of Scripture, than this, that God alone 
« is to be prayed unto, and through One Me- 
4 diator, namely, Jeſus Chriſt. Rom. 10. 13. 
* How ſhall they call on him in whom they have 
not believed? We mult believe in God on- 
* ly, therefore he only is to be prayed unto: "© 
That Diſtinction touching Invocation and 
* Advocation, that albeit you allow not the 
« Invocation of Saints, at the leaſt you al- 
* low their Advocation, is Frivolous : Be- 
* cauſe, as thoſe Men Rob Chriſt of his Ho- 
* nour, who ſeek another Mediator, ſo theſe 
* are no leſs Injurious to Chriſt, who ſeek 

| V another 


cc 


Heaven. 


them for Aſſiſtance. 
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another Advocate, becauſe we have Chriſ 
an Advocate with the Father, 1 John 2. l. 
and Eſai. 63. affirmeth, that Abrahay 
knoweth us not. Truly I aſſure myſelf, that 
Abraham, the Father of the Faithful, is ng 
leſs a Saint than any other of the Saints in 
You ſay, you believe the Con. 
munion of Saints, which we alſo do all of 
us believe: Bur you inferr thereupon, that 
you underſtand not how there can be 2 


. Communion of Saints, if the Saints depart: 


ed do not Pray for us, and we call upon 
But the Church of 
Chriſt underſtandeth the Communion of 


Saints farotherwiſe; for in the uſual Phraſe 
of Scripture, Saints are not underſtood to 


be thoſe that are departed, and whoſe Souls 
are in Heaven, bur thoſe who are livin 
here on Earth. Nor ſhall yeu, almo 
through the whole Scripture of the Old 
and New Teſtament, find the Name of 
Saint given to any Man, but that there- 
by is underſtood, a Saint living here on 
Earth. | Yea, ſometimes the Scripture ſpeak: 
eth more expreſly, as in Pſalm 16. 3. To the 


Saints which are on the Earth: All my Delight 


is in them. If any Man ever had, or could 
have a Communion with the Saints in 
Heaven, ſurely David had it. 

But he expoundeth the Communion where. 
wich he was acquainted, that is, the Com- 


munion of Saints on Earth. So St. Jobs 
| « expound- 
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«4 expoundeth this Ppigt, x Joh 1.” 3. What we 
« have ſeen and known" thus deglare we unto you; 
6 that 3e alſo may have Communion with us, and 
& that our Communion may be with God, and 

d © with his Son Jeſus Chriſt. 
« Firſt, All the Church of Chriſt have Com- 

« munion with the Apoſtolick Church, that 

„you may have Communion with us. Se- 

« cozaly, This Communion of Saints ſhall con- 

« (fiſt in the Preachiag of the Word, and in the 

« Participation of divers Gifts for the Edifi- 

cation of the Church in Publick and Pri- 

« yate Prayers. Thiraly, But in pouring out 

« of our Prayers, we have Communion with 

the Father and the Son, or with the Father 

by the Son. Here is no mention at all, no 

* Reſpect had to Saints departed. This Com- 

% munion, according to the Words of Holy 

© Scripture, extendeth no farther than to the 

Church on Earth. The Saints departed are 

not called in Scripture, ſimply Saints, but 

* the Congregation of the Firſt born in Heaven, 

and the Spirits of Juſt and Perfect Men, Heb. 

* 12.23. After this Life we ſhall have Com- 

* munton with them; bur as for thoſe who 

* require this Communion with them in this 

Lite, let them either produce from Scrip- 

ture for what they ſay, or let them hear that 

Sentence of our Bleſſed Lord, In vain do ye 

* Worſhip me, teaching for Doctrines the Trads- 

* (tons of Men, Mat. 15. 9 | 


« I Con- 
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] Confels, That if you have reſpect to 
« the Uſe of this our Age, or ſome former 
& Ones, the deceaſed are called Saints; but 
eit is not the Cuſtom of this or that Ape, 
“ but. the Rule of the Holy Scripture, that i 
< propounded for our Imitation. But what 
« do we contend about this Point? Thoſe 
« Men who ſtand ſo hard for Invocation of 
« Saints, ſhall grant it us to be a Thing In. 
« different: For indeed, it is the ſafeſt Way 
« to go to the Fountain of Mercy itſelf, and 
« let the Streams alone. 
« Nor ſuffer thoſe Men to perſwade you, 
« who ſay, That they Detract nothing from 
“ God, by directing their Prayers to the 
« Saints: For no Man can detract from God 
& more than he who transferreth the Wor. 
«ſhip due to God alone, unto the Creature, 
© For Invocation is a Part of Divine Wor- 
« ſhip; and this Worſhip he communicateth 
© to no Creature, who will not give his Glo- 
& ry to another. 
s As for your Arguments touching Images 
&« and Faſting (which Point of Faſting, Go 
cc forbid that either I, or any one, ſhould de- 
ny; yea rather, we exhort all Perſons to 
e the Practice of it, only we defire to have 
the Superftition and wicked Opinions te. 
4 moved) together with thoſe” other Argu 
„ ments touching Relicks, and Exorciſms il 
ce caſting out Unclean Spirits, forſooth, which 
„Thing, when it leadeth to Idolatry, my | 
CFC “ Sigl 
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Sign of a Falſe Prophet, Deut. 13. Altho' 
& Anſwer might be made to all theſe with 
« much Eaſe, yet becauſe I now want Lei- 
« ſure, as being overladen with Employments, 
in regard that I am deſtitute of a Curate 
& at this Time, and have a very large Pariſh 
« to viſit, and alſo my Body is Weak, and 
« ſubje&@Pto faint with Wearineſs, being worn 
« out with Pains-taking: Therefore, in all 
« theſe Reſpects, I have thought it fitting to 
« defer mine Anſwer unto theſe Points until 
& another Time. If you be unwilling to 
come to Houghton upon Sunday next, be- 
cauſe you will not be an Offence to my Pa- 
* riſhioners (in which Caſe you cannot blams 
eme, if I appear very Careful of my Pa- 
« riſhioners, in regard of the great Charge 
laid upon me) for it is apparent, in the 
Times of the Prophets, and in all ſucceed- 
* 1ng Ages, ſince that the Vulgar People have 
been too too prone to Superſtition, and a 
* Miſchief doth increaſe eaſily, and creep far- 
ther in one Day, than good Leſſons in a 
„hole Month-: Therefore, Sunday excepted 
* (unleſs you will come up into the Quire, 
* which, in my Judgment, you ought nor to 
" refuſe) if you come ftraightways after the 
abbath. day is ended, and depart about Sa- 
turday Noon, you ſhall be heartily Wel- 
come: Therefore that Excuſe which you 
pretend, ought not to retard your Acceſs: 


And although your laſt Concluſion does (as I 
G told 


4 told you already) take away all Hope and Ill 
Confidence from a Man who ſhall confer Ml Ye: 
* with you, yet I will not ceaſe to hope bet. Nc 


2 


* — 


ter Things touching your Converſion, than MW upc 
* you ſeem to hope of yourſelf. St. Paul had by 
e once a firm Reſolution to die a Phariſee, and and 
© Perſecutor of Chriſtians; but God had re. ma! 
« {erved for him the Treaſure of Bower and and 
„Mercy, to the End, that he might Ordain ſwe 
„ him to Preach that glorious Name which IM he 1 
he had formerly perſecuted. Sch: 

« I recommend you to the Goodneſs ot and 
„% Almighty-God, which is Able, by the Spi.“ 
„ rit of Knowledge, to lead you into al 
« Truth. Fare ye well. 


From Hoaghton, the 
14th of October, 
1680. 


Your loving Uncle, 


BERNARD GIL IV 


So long as Biſhop Plkington lived, Mr. Gil 
din had a moſt kind Friend of him, aftet 
whoſe deceaſe, Richard Barnes ſucceeded ii 
the Biſhoprick. This Man was ſomewbat 
oFended with Mr. Gilpiz; and hereby hang: 
eth a Story which I muſt fetch ſomewhil 


tar: Mr, Gilpin was accuſtomed ſometimesſ bim, 
| | 1 
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to ride to Oxford, eſpecially in his younger 
Years, when he was Able to indure Travel. 
Now it happened upon a Time, as he was 
upon his Way towards Oxford, that he eſpied 
by the Way-fide a Youth, one while Walking, 
and another while Running. Mr. Gz/pin de- 
manded of him Who he was, whence he came, 
and Whither he was going? He made An- 
ſwer, That he came out of Wales; and that 
he was bound for Oxford, with intent to be a 
Scholar. Mr. Gilpia examineth the Youth, 
and findeth him a prompt Scholar in the La- 
tin, and that he had a little ſmattering of the 
Greek, © And wilt thou, faich Mr. Gpin, be 
* contented to go with me? I will provide 
for thee.” The Youth was contented ; 
whereupon Mr. Glpia took him along with 
him, firſt to Oxford, afterwards to Houghtor, 
where he profitted exceedingly, both in Greet 
and Hebrew, whom Mr. Gilpin, at the laſt, 
ſent to Cambridge. And this was that famous 
Hugh Broughton, ſo exceeding apt in learning 
the Greek and Hebrew, but a Man of a molt 
inconſtant Nature. For when Mr. Gilpin 
grew Old, whether it was in expectation of 
Mr. Gz1piz's Parſonage, or for ſome other 
oil Cauſe, it is reported that he procured Mr. 
in ro be troubled and moleſted by the Bi- 
of !hop of Durham. Now fo it fell out, that 
„hilt the Biſhop's Mind began to be turned 
u from Mr. Gilpin, the Biſhop ſendeth unto 
NF lim, and giveth him Notice, That it is his 
0 G 2 Plea ſure 
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. Pleaſure to have him to Preach at a Viſita- 
tion, in Time and Place appointed: Which 


Thing fell out at the very ſame Inſtant, when 
Mr. Gi/pin was preparing for his accuſtomed 


Northern Journey, to wit, amongſt them of 


Riddeſdale and Tindale: Wherefore he diſpatch- 
ed his Servant unto the Biſhop, to make his 
Excuſe unto him, and to inform his Lordſhip 
of the Reaſon of his intended Journey; and to 
intreat the Biſhop, that he would be pleaſed 
to appoint ſome other to Preach at the Viſi- 
tation, ſeeing there were many who would 
be willing enough to preach on ſuch Occaſions ; 
but that there was not a Man who would 
perform that Duty among thoſe Borders, if 
he neglected it: And that at any other Time 
he would be ready to periorm his Duty. The 
Servant having been with the Biſhop, return- 
eth to his Maſter, who demanded of him, 
Whether he had made his Excuſe to the Bi- 
ſhop? „I have, faith he. Well, and what, 
“ ſaith Mr. Gilpin, was the Biſhop's Anſwer '” 
Whereunto the Servant anſwered, * "The Bi- 
6 ſhop made no Reply, but held his Peace. 
& Out tacet, conſentire videtur : faith Mr. Gi. 
« pin, He that replicth not, ſeems to conſent.” 
Therefore Mr. Gilpin went on with his pur- 
poſed Progreſs. Which Thing, ſo ſoon as 
che Biihop underſtood, he preſently ſuſpend: 
ed Mr. Gilpin from all Eccleſiaſtical Employ- 
ment. Mr. Gilpin returning Home, findeth 
himſelf Saſfended, a Thing that he little 
p | | © dreamed 
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dreamed of, yet he took it Patiently. The 
biſhop having Notice that Mr. Gilpin was re- 
turned Home, ſendeth unto him Inſtantly, 
warning him to meet him, and the reſt of 
the Clergy, at Cheſter, Mr. Gilpin being come 
to Cheſter, findeth there the Biſhop, with ma- 
ny of the Clergy, who were all commanded 
to aſſemble themſelves in the Church. The 
Biſhop had, at that Time, a Brother of his 
own, one John Baraes, who was his Chancel- 
lor, a Man, of whom it is hard to fay, whe- 
ther he was more Luſtful or more Covetous: 
Who, whereas he ſhould have been the Man 
that ought to have reformed many Enormi- | 
lies in the Dioceſe, was indeed the Author 
of them, permitting baſe and diſhoneſt Per- 
ſons to eſcape ſcottree, for a Piece of Money, 
ſo that the Biſhop had a very ill Report e- 
verywhere. When they were all met together, 
the Biſhop called Mr. Gilpin unto him, and 
lad, “ Mr. G/piz, I muft have you to Preach 
"to Day.” Mr. Gilpia deſired to be excuſed : 
For I came not (faith he) Provided; and 
* moreover, I am Suſpended. But I can free 
* you (faith the Biſhop) from that Suſpen- 
bon, and do now free you.” Mr. Gzpin 
; W'*v'y'd, that he durſt not go up into the Pul- 
It unprovided. © But we know, faith the 
" Biſhop, that you are never unprovided ; 
for you have now got ſuch an Habit of 
' Preaching, that you are able to perform it, 
if you pleaſe, even upon the Sudden.“ Mr. 
Js G 3 Gilpin 
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Gilpia remained unmoveable in his Reſoly. 
tion, anſwering, That God was not fo to be 
rempted; faying, That it was well with 
* him, if he were able to perform any Thing 
„in this Kind upon mature Deliberation.” 
Whereunto the Bilhop reply'd, © I Command 
e you, upon your Canonical Obedience, to 
go up into the Pulpit forthwith.” Mr. 
Gilpin delaying the Time a little while, an. 
iwered, “ Well Sir, ſeeing it can be no other. 
* wile, your Lordſhip's Will be done.” And 
after a little Pauſe, began his Sermon. As he 
was 1n his Sermon, he obſerved ſome extra- 
ordinarily prepared, who wrote all he ſpoke. 
But yet he proceedeth in his Sermon, until 
he came to a Word of Exhortation, and Re. 
prehenſion of Vices. At the laſt, he proceed- 
ed to the Reproof of thoſe Enormities which 
then reigned in that Dioceſe, and were eve. 
ry where ſpoken of.“ And now, faith be, 
“ Reverend Father, my Speech muſt be di 
« rected to your Fatherhood ; God hath ex. 
« alred you to be Biſhop of this Dioceſe, and 
„God requireth an Account of the Govern- 
ment thereof: A Reformation of all thok 
« Matters which are amiſs in this Church, 
« 1s expected at your Hands, and an Account 
« thereof is required, And now, leſt perhaps, 
* while it is apparent that ſo many Enor- 
* mities are committed every where, your 
„ Lordſhip ſhould make Anſwer, that you 
had no Notice of them given you, pen 

| | 
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« did theſe Things ever come to your Know- 
« ledge.” (Which Words Mr. G:ipiz uſed, be- 
cauſe he knew well enough, that this was the 
Biſhop's uſual Anſwer, that whenfoever Men 
made any Complaints againſt the Evil Go- 
vernment of the Chancellor, the Biſhop was 
accuitomed to fay, “ Alas, theſe Things I 
„never knew of! what is done cannot be 
« undone; I will take a better Order in theſe 
„Matters hereafter, if any ſuch ſhall come 
to my Knowledge.) Behold, ſaid Mr. G- 
pin, I bring theſe Things to your Know. 
* ledge this Day: Let not your Lordſhip 
ſay, Theſe Crimes have been committed 
by the Fault of others, without your 
Knowledge: For whatſoever either your- 
« ſelf ſhall do in Perſon, or ſuffer, through 
* your Connivance, to be done by others, 
is wholly your own. Therefore, in Pre- 
« fence of God, his Angels, and Men, I 
„ Pronounce your Fatherhood to be the Au- 
* thor of all theſe Evils; yea, and in that 
* ſtrict Day of the general Account, I ſhall 
be a Witneſs to teſtify againſt you, that 
* all theſe Things have come to your Know- 
* ledge by my Means: and all theſe Men 
“ ſhall bear Witneſs thereof, who have heard 
* me ſpeaking unto you this Day.“ 
Now whilit Mr. Gzlpiz thundered out theſe 
Things, he did thereby put all his Friends 
into a great Fear and Diſtruſt what would 
pecome of him. Therefore, when he had 
_ 8 4 madg 
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made an End of his Sermon, his Friends came 
about him, and told him with Tears, That 
now at laſt the Biſhop had gotten that Ad. 


vantage againſt him, which he had long de. 
fired and fought for: © You have, faid they, 


„ put a Sword into his Hand to ſlay you: If 
“ heretofore he hath been offended with you 
« without a Cauſe, what may you now ex. 
pet trom him, who, being provoked, ſhall 
make uſe of his own Power to injure you, 
* by Right or Wrong?“ To whom Mr. Gil 
pin made Anſwer, ſaying, “Be not afraid: 
„ The Lord God over-ruleth us all; ſo that 
te the Truth may be propagated, and God 
© glorified ; God's Will be done concerning 
© me.” After the Sermon, they met altoge- 
ther at Dinner, and all Men were afraid, 
that the Biſhop would have done Mr. Gili 
ſome ſhrewd Turn for his Sermon, and lilent- 
ly expected what would become of the Mat- 
ter. After Dinner, Mr. Gilpin went to the 
Biſhop, to ſee him, and to take Leave of 
him, and fo to return homewards. It ſhall 
„not be ſo, ſaid the Biſhop, for I will bring 
* you to your Houſe.” And ſo Mr. Gilpin 
returned Home in the Company of the Bi- 
SHOD. 4435 
And when they were now come to Mr. 
Gilpin's Houſe, and walked within, into the 
Parlour, the Biſhop, upon a ſudden, caught 
Mr. G:lpia by the Hand, and uſed thele 
Words. unto him; © Father Gilpin, I acknow- 
| Shs 9 « ledge 
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« jedge, you are fitter to be Biſhop of Dur- 
„ ham, than myſelf to be Parſon of this 
Church of yours: I ask Forgiveneſs for Fr- 
& rors, paſt; Forgive me Father: I know 
you have hatched up fome Chickens, that 
« now ſeek to pick out your Eyes; bur fo 
4 long as I ſhall Live Biſhop of Durham, be 
„Secure, no Man ſhall Injure you.” Mr. 
Cilpin's Friends, that is, all Good Men, be- 
gan to rejoice, and to give God Thanks, ac- 
knowledging the Powerful Hand of God, in 
that the Biſhop, being ſo often offended with 
him, was fo prevented by the Power of God, 
Jas that the Thing which he had purpoſed for 
his Diſgrace, ſhould turn to his great Credit. 


In the mean while, Mr. G:p:iz reaped the Fruit 


of a Pious Lite, in all Manner of Plenty. 


After that Age began to grow upon him, 
there was in the Town of Newcaſtle one Geni- 
ſon, who had received home, a Son of his 
own Brother's, lately returned from the Parts 
beyond the Seas. This Geaiſon was grieved, 
that his Brother's Son was (as he underſtood) 
made a Jeſuir : Whereupon he ſent the young 
Man to Mr. Gz/pin, intreating him to have a 
Care of him, and ro diſſuade him, if he could 


poſhbly, from his wicked and dangerous O- 


pinions. After Mr. Gilpin had often confer- 
red with him, he. found the young Fellow 
moſt inſolently Proud, and armed with Bold- 
neſs and Impudence, corrupting the Holy 
Xriptures with certain new and unheard of 


Expo- 
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Expoſitions. Whereupon Mr. Gilpin wrote to 
his Uncle, Mr. Geniſon, That he was a moſt 
audacious young. Fellow, and came not to 
him to be inſtructed, bur to inſtruct him ra- 
ther. 


« The young Fellow, ſaith he, thinking I 
« know not how, too well of himſelf, had 
„ an Hope to draw me, at theſe Years, to 
« acknowledge certain Abſurdities. I fee, 
« that the Jetuits have found our certain new 
© Expoſitions oi Scripture, never heard of 


« heretofore: They caſt away all Reſpect, 


& and ſet upon Men with Impudency. They 
& dare Prove the Invocation of Saints from 
* Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob. This Fellow 
* doth obſtinately affirm, that the Church 
& of Rome hath not erred in any one Thing. 
« Their moſt horrible Errors, touching In- 
« dulgences, falſified Miracles, falfified Re. 


« licks, Pilgrimages, Worſhipping of Images, 


“ and the reſt of the ſame Sort, all theſe, this 
« wonderful Man fndeth out in the Gol- 
„ pel, And he ſtandeth upon it ſtiffly, that 
s all rheſe Things are good and Holy. I 
« deſire not to have any more to do with 
4 ſuch a Monſtrous kind of Men with ſuch 
„ fierce Natures, who open their Mouths a- 
« gainſt Heaven: For what is it to open theic 
„ Mouths againſt Heaven, if this be not, ſo 
« yiolently and diſgracefully to handle the 
« Holy Scriptures? They have deviſed, and 


* daily 
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own Houſe he boarded and kept, at the moſt, 


« daily do deviſe horrible ſtrange Expoſitions, 
« ſuch as were never heard of before in the 


« Church of Rome. I therefore deſire to rid 


mine Hands of this Fellow, as of a Scab- 


« whole Flock.” 


„by Sheep, for fear he might Infect my 


After that his lean Body was quite worn 


out with diverſity of Pains-taking, at the 


laſt, even feeling beforehand the approach of 


Death, he Commanded the Poor to, be called 


together, unto whom he made a Speech, and 
took his Leave of them. Afterwards he did. 


the like to others. He fell Sick about the 
End of Februar), and after many Exhortations 


uſed to the Scholars, to his Servants, and to 


divers others, at the Laſt he fell aſleep in the 
Lord, in great Peace, the fourth Day of March, 
in the Year of our Lord, 1583. and in the 


66th Year of his Age. 13 
He was tall of Stature, and Slender, being 


Hawk-nos'd. His Clothes were ever ſuch as 
Colt not very dear. He could never away 


with Gay Apparel, In Things belonging to 
his own Body he was very Frugal, and re- 


tained the Auſterity of the Ancients. , In 
Things which might tend to the Good of o- 


| . . £ 14 
thers, he was exceeding Bountiful, eſpeciall7 


toward poor People, and Scholars. He de- 
fired to keep always his Doors open for the En- 
tertainment of any Poor or Stranger. In his 


tour 
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four and Twenty Scholars, ſometimes fewer, 


tho? but ſeldom. The greater Number of 
his Boarders were- poor Mens Sons, upon 


whom he beſtowed Meat, Drink, and Cloth, 


and Education in Learning. He was wont 
to entertain his Pariſhioners and Strangers at 
his Table, not only at Chriſtmas-Time, as 
the Cuſtom is, but becauſe he had a large 
and wide Pariſh, and a great Multicude of 
People, he kept a Table for them every Sun- 
day, from Michaelmas to Eafter. He had the 
Gentlemen, the Husbandmen, and the poorer 
Sort, ſet every Degree by themſelves, and, as 
it were, ordered in Ranks, He was wont to 
commend the marry'd Eſtate in the Clergy, 
howbeit himſelf lived and died a ſingle Man. 
He beſtowed in the Building, ordering and E- 
ſtabliſhing of his School, and in providing 
yearly Stipends for a School-Maſter and Uſher, 
the full Sum of five Hundred Pounds: Out 
of which School he ſupplied the Church of 
England with great ftore of learned Men. He 
was Careful to avoid not only all Evil-doing, 
but even the lighteſt Suſpicions thereof. And 
he was accounted a Saint in the Judgment of 
his very Enemies, if he had any ſuch. Being 
fall of Faith unfeigned, and of good Works, 
he was, at the laſt, put into his Grave as a 


Heap of Wheat, in due Time, ſwept into the 
Garner. 85 | 
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The Lives of ſeveral Excellent 
Perſous, worthy the Peruſal of 


a Divine. 


R. Cave's Lives of the Apoſtles, and of 
the Primitive Fathers of the four firſt 
Centuries. 

Mr. Strype*'s Lives of the Arch-biſhops of 
Canterbury, Alſo of Sir Thomas Smith, = Sic 
John Cheek. = 
Mr. Clark's Lives of ſome Excellent Per- 
ſons, worthy the Peruſal of a Divine. 


Vitæ Præſtantium Virorum. A Thoma 
Smith. 


The Life of Dr. Col, Dean of St. Pauls. 
The Life of Eraſmus. Both written by the 
learned Dr. Xxighi. 


The 


The Life of Dr. Don. | 
The Life of Mr. Hooker. _________ _ 
The Life of Mr. Herbert, | 
The Life of Sir Henn Wotton. x 
The Life of Biſhop Saunderſon. Theſe br 
written by Mr. Haz fo alton. 5 


The Life of Arch- biſhop al 
by Dr. Par. 


The Life of Dr. 3 Written by 
Biſhop Fel. 


The Life of Biſhop Beale. 
ſhop Barnet. 


The Life of Dr. H. More. 


The Life of Biſhop Ball. Written by Mr. 
Nelſon. | 


The Life of Sic Maithew Hales. 
by Biſhop Burnet. 


"1 


Written 


Written by Bi. 


Written 


The Life of Mr. Boyle, 
Bolton. 


The Holy Life of Monſieur de Rercy. 


Written by Mr. 


The Life of James Bonnel, Eſq; Accomp- 
tant-General of Ireland. Written by Arch- 
Deacon Hamilton. 


The 


2 
4 


The Life and Sufferings of that Eminent 
Confeſſor and Martyr, Monſieur Le Fevre. 


The Life and Sufferings of that Eminent 
Confeſſor and Martyr, Mr. Lewis de Maroles. 


It will be generally agreed by all who are converſant in 
Pooks, that there is no Part of Hiſtory more Uſeful and 
Entertaining, than Biography, or the Lives of Perſons emi- 
nent in any Way or Profeſſion. But it is certain, when 
the Lives of Perſons in any Rank or Station, either in 
Church or State; or indeed thoſe of inferior Condition, 
who have been Illuſtrious for their uncommon Virtue, * 
more exalted Piety, come to be drawn out by a skilful 
Hand; wherein their Conflicts with an Evil World, theit 
Triumphs over the various and mighty Temprations of it, 
and their Conduct through all the Difficulties off their Sta- 
tion in it: When theſe come to be advantageouſly ſer forth, 
and propos d for Imitation, they will unqueſtionably af 
ford great Light in ſteering the Courſe of our own Lives; they 
muſt kindle noble Deſires in us to a vertuous Emulatio 
and yield us a powerful Support under our foreſt Trials, 
by letting us ſee, that when we are oppreſs'd with Sufferings, 
and croſs d in the worthieſt Undertakings, we are not yet 
the moſt Forlorn, and Forſaken of Men ; ſince others who 
have gone before us, have ſuſtain'd a like Trial of AﬀiQtions, 
And laſtly, Theſe furniſh a noble Apology for the Chriſtian 
Religion, againſt our Modern Libertines; ſince rhe greateſt 
Difficulties, they upbraid it withal, do appear from thoſe 
Examples to have been ſurmounted ; and the ſevereſt Rules 
of Piety are thereby demonſtrated to be not only Practica- 
ble, but Pleaſant. Nay, they will Teach us, with St. Paul, 
to rejoice in Sufferings, through which our Bleſſed Lord 


4 


himſelf was made Perfect. 


But eſpecially the Lives and Sufferings of Confeſſurs and 
Martyrs, are of Singular Uſe to be perus'd by the Miniſters. , 
of Religion, if it were only to inſpire them with Courage 
in Oppoſing the Progreſs of Sin; Countenanc'd or Sup- 


ported, 
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ported, as more or leſs it always will be, by too many Per. 
ſons in high Station; and will have too much the Vogue 0 
the Papulace alſo, in Times of great Corruption: For in the 
outward- Peace of the Church, generally Perſons of al 
Ranks run into Licentiouſneſs, both with reſpect to Princi. 
ples and Practice. And to oppoſe the Torrent of Profane. 
neſs and Immorality with that Steddineſs as becomes the 
Miniſters of ſeſus Chriſt (which will be expected from then 
both by God and Man) requires a Spirit of Mattyrdom, 2; 
being ſure to meet with the Contradiction of Sinners, and of. 
ten will expoſe, us to worſe Uſage. And the Lives and 
Sufferings of Mr. Le Fevre, and Mr. de Maroles, will not on- 
ly give us the Examples of Chriſtian Patience, of Two the 
Greateſt Heroes in the Cauſe of Chriſt, during their Long 
and Tedious Sufferings, of any perhaps we ſhall ever find 
in foregoing Ages; but will let us ſee, what we Ourſelves 
alſo muſt expect to undergo, ſhould God, for our Lutenarn- 
neſs and Indiſferency, with reſpe& to the Purity of Religion 
enjoy d by us, deliver us up to the Chaſtiſements of Popen; 
or, which we might have Reaſon to apprehend, ſhould then 
have our Candleſtick entirely removed from us: From which 
Soreſt of Judgments, may God, in his Infinite Mercy, de- 
liver us. Amen. | | 
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ACCOUNT 


OF THE 
LIFE 
OF THE 
Reverend Mr. Joan RawLEer, 


Author of the Chriſtian Monitor. 
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| Given in a PREFACE | | 


To a Valuable Remain of| 
His, never before Printed, viz. His 
Conf ſolatory Letter to his Mother, 
Wien on Occafion of his A 
prehenfion of Dying by the Great 
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PREFACE 


HO' the Lives of Great and Good 
Men are of ſingular Uſe to the 
forming the Lives and Manners of the 
Reader to an Happy Imitation of them in 
whatever their Excellencies chiefly conſiſt ; 
let with reſpe& to the Interior of any 
Perſon, ſo as to come to the Knowledge of 
what Manner of Spirit he is of; as I his 
may be beſt diſcern'd by his private antl 
Familiar Letters; So there are no Remains 
of Great and Good Men more worthy to 
be preſeryd and exhibited for publick 
bd, than 0 uch their Leners, . eſpecially 
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when Written upon ſome conſiderable Emer- 
gency. Aud it might be of no ſmall Ser. 
wice if more could be preſented to the pub- 
lick of the Remains of any Kind, than are 
come to my Knowledge, of that Excellent 
Divine Mr. Rawlett, than whom |, carcely 
any could be found better efteem'd both in 
the Place of bis Nativity, and where he 
Exercis'd his Ministry; As alſo Abroad in 
the World upon the Account of ſome extel- 
lem Pieces written by Hin, eſpecially the 
Chriſtian Monitor. 

However in Reference to both bis Lite, 
aud bis Remains, I have been enabl'd 10 
tranſmit Jomething worthy of My. Rau- 
lett, as ſpeaking him à ver) fit Original 
for "others of the Inferior Clerg y..to Copy 
Aer. And ſball therefore ſubjoin it t 
the Life of Mr. Bernard Gilpin; and 
this the rather, as the Minifiry of both 
was Exercis'd in the ſame Northern Parti, 
and in the Dioceſe of Durham. 
Nom Mr. John Rawlett was Born a 
Tamworth in Warwickſhire of worth) 


and Hone eſt Parents; his Mother | of great 
| Piet), 
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 Piety, and finding in her Son, thro' the © 
ſingular Grace of” God, an Farly and Hap- 
py Bent to what was Good, ſhe devoted 
Him in her own Mind, like Hannah the 
Mother of Sainuel, to the Service of God, 
in the Work of the Ministry, as hoping 
that one ſo. Religiouſly diſpos'd from his 
(ldhood, would be uſeful in the ſame 10 
the Glory of God and the Salvation of 
Souls. A Conſideration which it would 
be Happy for the Church, if all Parents 
were ſolely Govern'd by, in their Defign- 
ing any Son already Born, or to be Born 
mo the World, for the Service of the 
_—_— 

And I ſay of any Son to be Born into 
the World. For ſo it is, that the ſole (on- 
ſderation, eſpecially with too many Perſons 
of Quality, in Breeding up a Son for the 
MiniStry, being with a View to the Preſent- 
ing Him to ſome Good Living or Benefi.e 
in their own,” or the Patronage of ſome Re- 
ation or Powerful Friend; They do as Dr. 
kchard, the Author of the Contempt of 
be Clergy, terms it, Predeſtinate Hin be- 
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fore he. ſhall. be Born, to that Sacred Office 
But whether well Qualify d or not, with re- 
ſpedt to Learning or. Morals, to be "uſ eful in 
the Miniftry, it matters not wat them, little 
weighing the tremendous Truſt repoſited in 
the Patron of Churches, as upon whoſe WW for 
Good and Conſcientious Di 0 poſal of 4 Cue 11 
of Souls, next under God, depends the Sal. Pr. 
vation of many Hundreds. But ſuch had an 
beſt, beware leſt thro' Choice of an Ign- I off 
rant, Lazy, or Immoral wretch, converting C. 
the Profits of a Living to Uſes not ſuit- Ml « | 
able to the Character of a Clergyman, or Sc- ¶ ſide 
cularing them, ſo as to Live not on, but up- kno 
on the Incomes of the Cure, as G entlemen d I ang 
upon the Iſſues of their Temporal EStates; ¶ oth: 
Exerciſing little or nothing of the Tuc. Mi; 
ons of the MiniStry themſelves in ſuch | Con 
Cures, and taking perhaps as little Care ¶ fou 
to "hay the full Moe ſures of Pa$toral In- ¶ for 
ſtruction both Concionatory and Cateche- an 
ical, diſcharg'd by others deruted by them; lea 
To . uch Patrons of Churches, I * venture Sta: 
to J peak my Thoughts, That it behoves I dow 


them to beware left they themſelves jour bim 
a 
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be 4nſwerable for the Loſs of Souls, and 
the intollerable Miſchiefs done by their 
wretched Clerks to the Houſe of God. And 
to ſpeak fully my own Senſe of the Mat- 
ter: I know not any Truſt in the World, 
for the undue Diſcharge of which more 1 
to be Anſwer d, than for the Preſenting or 
Preferring, an Immoral, Negligent, or even 
an Indiſcreet Clerk giving juſt Occaſion of 
Hence. Not that. 1 take all Patrons of 
Churches, and take Lay-Patrons perhaps 
« little Guilty as any, of this fatal Incon- 
fideration ; for of Lay-Patrons I have 
known ſome ſo careful in their Choice, 
and among the Sons of Gentlemen I know 
others ſo Self-denying and Diligent in their 
Ministry; of both whom I may ſay, in 
Compariſon of others, that | have not 
found ſuch Faith in Iſrael, Among the 
former of which, the following Account I 
am giving of the Excellent Mr. Rawlett, 
leads me to exhibit a very memorable In- 
Stance or Two, and that not a little re- 


dounding to the Honour of Mr. Rawlett 
bimſelf. 


About 
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In the Tear 1682, the Vicarage of 
Coleſhill in Waridlidbire becoming Va. 
cant, the then Patron Lord Simon Digh 
was earneftly applied to by ſeveral Candi. 
dates more than uſual, and 15 too with 
Letters of Recommendation from Perſons of 
Quality, far and near. But that Excellent 
Lord; (4 Luminous Star no Doubt, now 
in Heaven, for ſew had he his Equals for 
good Senſe and Solid Piety whilft on Earth) 
folely Intent upon providing bis Church 
with the very beſt of Paſtors he could 
get, hearing much of the Fame of Mr. 
Rawletr, wrote to him to New Caſtle up- 
on Tyne, inviting him to accept of the 
Vacant Living ; Aſſuring him, that as it 
was his own Great Concern to provide the 
Pariſh of one, who would have the Honour 
of God, and the Salvation of Souls, a- 
boxe all Things at Heart; So the great 
CharaGter he had heard of him as ſuch, in- 
ducd him to make Choice of him as one in 
whom he promis d himſelf to have the great- 
eft Satisfaction in the Acceptance of that 


Liæing. It may be eaſily imagin d, 
| u hat 
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what a divided State of Mind ſl uch an 
Invitation did put the good Mr. Raw- 
lett into; on the one Hand, to deny him- 
ſelf the Comfort of Living with a Patron 
and Pariſhioner, ſuch as too few of us of 
the Clergy now adays do enjoy, and with- 
al the being Seated near the Place of his 
Nativity ; On the other to Leave the Peo- 
ple, who had that Value for him and ſo 
dearly low'd him, and with whom bis Mi- 
nitry had been ſo Succeſsful as it ſoon 
appear d. For the good People of New- 
Caſtle no ſooner heard of this Honourable 
Invitation, but they ſo earne$ily beſet hint 
with their Intreaties, not to leave them, 
that he was forc'd to excuſe himſelf to my 
Lord, which he did with the Greateſt 
Acknowledgments -of the Honour he did 
him in thinking him worthy of his Favour 
in this Reſpecti. Some Lords and Patrons 
perhaps would inwardly have reſented 4 
Refuſal of this Kind, or at leaſt deſpis d 
the Man for his Imprudence in refuſing a 
Benefice on ſuch out of the Way (onſidera- 
tions, as the Remaining in the Station he 

was 
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was in on the ſcore of doing more Good 
therein, than he conld be capable of Mini. 
 ftring to elſewhere. But this, on the con. 
trary, did very much encreaſe his Eſteem 
with the Lord Digby, inſomuch that he 
wrote to him aguin, that ſince he could 
not for ſuch good Reaſons accept of the 
Living Hint he would Recommend one 
to him like Himſelf, one who would have 
at Heart the Sonnen of Souls, and to 
whom with ſafety to his own, he might 
Commit that (ure. With thu Command of 
my Lord, Mr, Rawlett moſt chearfully con- 
ply d, letting him know, that he had one 
in his Eye, who he promis'd himſelf would 
fully Anſwer his Lordſhip” s Deſires, whom 
therefore, he requiring it of him, he would 
heartily propoſe ; and the Perſon ; whom he 
/ Recommended pw e to be that Great and 
Renowned Divine Mr. Kettlewel, for whom 
that Excellent Lord, after he had receie d 
him into his Family, had ſuch an ESteem, 
that no Doubt, it was what ſpurr d him on, 
to expedite what he bad precedingly reſole d 
in 670 own Mind, which was to give up 


the 


0 
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great T ythes of Coleſhill to the Church 
5 ever, but could not finiſh that P;ous 
Deſign bimſelf, being taken off by Death, 
but had it ſo much at Heart as to Kecom: 
mend it to the Right Honourable the pre- 
ſent Lord Digby, the Heir to his Honour 
and Eſtate, as well as Virtues. * 
Nor was this the only. Inftance in the 
Kind of that Excellent Lord's Devotion 
u God, and his Church, for he had alſo 
not long before his Death, purchaſed the 
Ththes of” Overwhitacre, * he had 
— Nur d, and which 24 had been 
almoſt quite 'ftripp d of its Maintainance 
for a MiniSter, deſigning likewiſe to ſet- 
tle thoſe Ththes on that Church for ever; 
But in @ wery few Tears, be had laid up 
by theſe and a Multitude of other good 
Works, Treaſures fo great in Heaven, 
that it pleaſed God to Call him ſoon ce 
o enjoy the ſame And therefore, which 
was all that he had. Time to do, Recom- 
mended upon his Death-Bed, This alſo to 
be | ain by bis Brother. Both which, 


ond a great deal more, , of the, ſame din 
102 
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the like Kind, his Succeſſor bas done, hav- 
ing, beſides the ſettling the Great Tythes of 
Coleſhil and Overwhitacre, Given Ground 
for the Site, and been at a very conſi- 
derable Charge towards Erecting a ver) 
fine Parſonage-Houſe on the former, and 
Rebuild a ruin'd Chappel near bis Seat in 
Dorſetſhire, adding his own to the Royal 
Bounty for its Endowment ; Founded Imo 
Libraries at Coleſhil and Overwhitacre, 
contributed Bountifully to Two more Libra- 
ries, one at Warwick, the other at Sher: 
born, Built a Repoſitory for the Paro- 
chial Library at Sheldon, another Redo- 
ry whereof. he is Patron; and moreover 
founded Charity-$ chools at Coleſhil, and 

| Sherburn : Rebnilt 2 Church on his Eftate 
1 in Ireland, and alſo Raiſed a Charity- 
School there. Sure I am, ſuch a Fa 
nobile Fratrum are ſcarcely to be met with 
in Story. Nor did ever any Copy come 
nearer to the Original, than has appear d 
in the Likeneſs of the latter of theſe to the 
former in another Article of true Happi- 
neſs, beſides that of being Good, and do- 

| ing 
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ing Good, which is all that Life is good 
for, vi%. in the Reward of their good 
Works. Both: theſe Brothers were marry d 
to Two ſuch. Sifters, Ladies who added to 
their high Birth ſuch an exalted Degree of 
Piety and Goodneſs, as has rendred both 
of them the Love and Admiration of all 
that knew them. The former deceaſed, an 
Example for her eminent Vertue, and Pie- 
ty, too great for any but a Kettlewel to 
diſplay : Her ſurviving Siſter, ſo eminent 
likewiſe in both Reſpe&s, as will render it 
Difficult for any of his Succeſſors, how- 
ever an eminent Hiſtorian, and Orator, to 
do ber Characier Juſtice. 

Well; but however, like in their Vertues, © 
and the Rewards, thoſe two Lords have 
been; there is one particularity inthe Tranſ- 
actions of the former Lord (in his earneſt 
D efires, the Patron of Mr. Rawlett) ſo Re- 
mar fable, that if but to do Honour to Mr. 
Rawlett himſelf, we ought by no Means 
to paſs it over in Silence, and that 1s, 
that in King James's Parliament ſoon be 
ter bis Acceſſton to the Throne, the Houſe 
B 2 - _ 
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being upon drawing up their Adireſs 
of Thanks to the King for. aſſuring them 
of Maintaining the Church of Eng- 
land, this Young Hero in the Cauſe of 
God's ( hurch, ſtanding up, mord, That 
thoſe moſt Rentarkable W ords -avight. be 
added, which is dearer to us, than our 
Lives; which coming from ſo Young « 
Centlenian, juſt Return d from bis I ra- 
ele, as it drew the Eyes and Admiration 
of the whole Houſe upon him, and was 
agreed to without Demur; So it drew ths 
" of the Court, as be ſoon perceix d, 
who had much rather bave had us Apo- 
ſtates from, than Martyrs for our moß 
"Holy Religion. And this noble Teſtimony 
of this Brave and Good Lord was ſo fat 
Keſented by that windiftive Prince, that 
when ſome Tears afterwards in Ireland, 
he Proſcrib'd about Four Hundred No- 
blemen and Gentlemen for not appear- 
ing in his Parliament there, forfeiting 
withal their EStates ; That 'of Geaſhi|, 
le Barony of the Lord Digby, be 


wade an immediate Grant io one Sir Pa- 
| trick 
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trick Trant, an obſcure Fellow, but a Fawous 
rite; Nor could the Solicitation of one, 


who thought he had Merit enough of his 
awn to interpoſe with the Hing, to revoke 
that Grant, in Favour of Lord Digby, 
and to expunge him out of thoſe Proſcrib d, 
prevatl upon him, his Reſentment for that 
Lord's Steddineſs having made him ſo 
much the Mark of his Vengeance, as to 
return upon the Lord, who Solicited that 
Favour with thoſe remarkable Words, No, 
| remember him very well, in my Parlia- 
ment in England, ſuppoſing him to be the 


Perſon, then Poſſeſſor of the Eſtate. An 


Inftance of that unhappy Prince's. both Bi- 


gotry and Cruelty, ſuch as may alone ren- 
der us ſenſible what a Mercy it was to 
us, that we were delivered of him. 

But what is this, ſome will be apt to 
ſay, to the (aſe in Hand, the Life and 
Merit of Mr. Rawlett? I think it adds 
vattly to his Character. Shewing that it 
was not without good Grounds, it became 
ſo great, and ſhind ſo bright, far and 
mar ; as te Occaſion bis being invited 

from 
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Älccount of their Merit, to accept of ſuch, 


Station ſoever, will be therewith Content, 
rum, who think they have not their Quan- 
till they hade Monopolix d Three, Four, or 


Five Livings and Dignities, whilſt others 
of Great Merit are Forc d to linger aua) 


— — — 


The PRE FAC E. 

rom far off, 10 the Cure of Saule, by o A i 
* and Aan 4 Perſon a [ 
the Lord Simon Digby ; For as on the one Ml 6 
Hand, the Paying Court, ſerwilely Sollicit. 
ing Great Men for EccleftaStical Benefices 
and Promotions, is what does very much 
depreciate otherwiſe very deſerging Per. 
ſons, tho ſometimes ſcarcely awnidable ; fo 
to be ſought out for a Great Bene ſice, and 
to be Sollicited themſelves barely on the 


eſpecially when ſonght to by Patrons of ſuch 
diStinguiſh'd Judgment and Goodneſs 4 
the Lord now mention d; This alone is ſuf 
ficient to illuStrate thoſe of the Brighteſ 
Charafter, and even ſome of the Greateſ 
among the Clergy: And this we may be 
moreover ſure of, that ſuch a one in what 


and not one of thoſe Helluones Beneficio- 


tum Sufficit of Preferments in the Church, 


the 
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the wigorows and active Part of their 
Lives uſeleſly in their Colleges, or to live 
half ſtard d, on ſome plunder'd Vicarage. 
Aud this Hundreds now may do, before 
they ſhall find 4 Good Lord Digby, to in- 
vite them to, and moreover endow a good 
Benefice for them : Nay, and not only ſo, 
but maintain the Rights of their Churches, 
if incroach d upon by Sacrilegious Hands ; 
a the preſent Lord and Patron has been 
known to do, in two Inflances, ſaying, he 
look'd upon it as the Duty of a Patron, not 
only to Beſtom a Living Conſcientiouſly, but 
to preſerve its juſt Dues, tho it ſbon d be at 
his own (oſt; and upon this ſcore the more 
requiſite, fince ſuch is the Perwerſeneſs of 
the People, that they will be ſo prejudic'd 

ainſt the Incumbent, who ſhall go to 
Ka for his Tythes, as never to ſuffer 
themſelwes to receive any Benefit from his 
Miniſtry, under the Notion, forſooth, that 
the MiniSter muſt needs be a Litigious, 
nay, a Covetous Prieſt, if he goes to Law 
for bis own, however unwillingly, and 
however fore'd upon that ungrateful Re- 
medy 
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wedy in his own. Defence, and his Church's 
Kight, with which be is intruSted ; whilſt 
the Hypocrites can ſee no ſuch Thing as (o. 

_ wetouſneſs in their own detaining ſuch Right. 

IT hus with the Impudence of the Adulte- 
rous Woman in the Prov. 30. 20. who 
eateth and wipeth her Mouth, and faith I 
have done no wickedneſs, will. the Sly and 
Coveteous Worldling, ſteal the Tythe-Sheaf, 
or Lamb, and own it no harm to Rob the 
Parſon. An hard Dilemma upon à (on. 
ſcientious PaStor, For F he ſhall main. 
tain by Lam the Rights of his Charge, hu | 
moſt faithful MiniStry will be loft upon 
them, which will be a ſingular Grief to 
ſuch ; If for quietneſs Sake be ſuffers him. 
ſelf and Family to be flary'd out, and 
bis Succeſſors. to ſuffer the like, and bs 
Church Sacrilegiouſly Robb'd thro his Pu- 
ſillanimity; and what u ſtill worſe, his 
Pariſhioners, or the other Church-Robbers 
to go on living and dying in mortal Sin: 
cannot ſee, hom he ſhall. excuſe himſelf 
of being à partaker in other Men s Sins. 
But neither of theſe Inconveniencies have 


befallen 
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befallen the Incumbent under the Patronage 
of a Digby, it being the Maxim of that 
truly Noble Family, that it belongs. to 4 
Patron, to Protect as well Beſtow a4 
(burch. And ſurely then it muſt redound 
to the no ſmall Honour of Mr. Rawlett, 
and be a very great TeStimony of bis 
Worth, as a Perſon highly deſerving Pre- 
ferment, to hade been ſought out to accept 
of one befiow'd by a GOOD Lord Digby ; 
An Honourable Epithet ſurely, which ſeems 
have gone along by a Gift of Grace, 


better than an Entail , with the Honour and 


Inheritance; I am ſure 1s better founded, 
than that of Moſt Chriſtian, claim d by a 
Greater Houſe. 4 

Another Article for which the Memory 
of Mr. Rawlett will be ever dear to me, 
; That after a moſt uſeful and Edifying 
Life, in which within the Compaſs of a 
few Tears (for he died Aged but about 
Forty Four) he may be juSily thought, to 
bave been the happy Inflrument of gaining 
more Souls to God, by his Plain, Pathe- 


tick and Practical Preaching, and by an 
C uncom- 
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uncommon exemplarineſs in Life and (on. 
werſation, than moſt others in the Days he 
liv d in, however fruitful in Men eminent 
for both Piet) and Learning: That other 
Article, I ſay, which renders this Good 
Man valuable with me, is This, That at 
bis Death be left his Library, which was 
not Inconſiclerable, to Tamworth the Town 
he was Born in; No doubt, on this Conſ- 
deration, as well as that it was the Place 
of his Nativity, that the [| iving was in a 
manner ſtripp d of all its Endowments at 
the Reformation, inſomuch that it ws ” 

lately endeavour d to have it Augmented by * 
the R. Bounty, con d ſome other Bene fucli- 
ons be obtaind to Entitle it to the ſame. 
To this Place he bequeath'd (beſides the ve- 

ry ſmall EState he had acquir'd of about 201 
per An. Partly in Augmentation of the Cure 
as alſo of the School, the Remainder to o- 
ther Charitable Ules) a very waluable Set of 

| Books ; Many of them being of | Internal 
Worth, as well as conſiderable with Reſp 
to Numbers. Thoſe are Repoſited in a Larg! 


| Room in an Alms-Hon ſe fonnded by the Late 
3 * Mr, 
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Mr. Guy, and are under the Keys of the In- 
eumbent,the School-MaSter, and a Third Per- 
ſon, but are committed to the CuStody of the 
School-MaSter of the Town : With a free 
feceſs for any Neighbouring Clerg yman, as 
well as Mini ſter in the Town, to come to Stu- 
dy therein; And which renders it more uſe- 
ful, any Neighbouring Mini$ter complying 
with the Rules for the Preſervation of the 
Books, may Borrow out of it for a limited 
Time, the Book he Wants, if to be found 
therein. 

Now ihis 3s what ought to be Acknow- 
ledg'd a Debt due to his Memory, as the 
Experience of its Benefit, gave a Hint in 
forming the Deſign of Parochial and Lend- 
ing Libraries, as well at Home, as for 
other Conſiderations was done for the Ser- 
dice of the Clergy in the Plantations 
broad. And which Deſign, God be for 
ever Frais d, 1s now advanc'd to no in- 
conſuderable Height in both, as will e're 
long appear, if it ſhall be the Divine Plea- 
ſure, to lend me a few Months longer to fir 
aſh my Days, and therewith the Accounts 
thereof which I have in Hand. 

G4 The 
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The firſt Hint incleed given of the Uſe. 
fulneſs, indeed of the plain Neceſſuy of 
ſuch a Deſign, was upon another Occaſion, 
viz. One being deſired by the Relations 
of a Neighbouring Clerg yman then lately 
Deceas d, to look over his Books in Order 
to their Sale, it was ſurprizing to find him 
ſo poorly furniſhed therewith. And being 
quite at a Loſs how to Account for that 
CharaGer, He had long maintain d for 
Learning and the Repute of an Able Di- 
wine ; by ſo poor a Proviſion of Books, as 
he was found po ſſeſt of ( For tho he had 
been a Student of Chriſt s-Church of Ten 
Tears ſtanding, before he left the College, 
yet by the few Books found he was poſſeſi 
of, it was thought impoſſeble he ſhou'd not 
have Forgot, rather than have Improv'd 
uon the Stock he had acquir d in the 
| Univerſity) it ſoon Satisfied me, when | 
found, that whilſt Living, he enjoy'd the 
Dſe of Two wery Conſiderable Libraries 
in his Pariſh, One that of the late Lord 
Keeper Bridgeman, in the Poſſeſſion of 
his worthy don and Heir, Sir John 

8 Bridge- 
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Bridgeman; the other of Sir Charles Holt, 
bis Patron, and Himſelf a Gentleman of 
Diſtinguiſb d Learning. It was but Natu- 
al on ſuch Occaſion to Refled, as on the 
ne Hand, on the Impoſſibility of many 
Thouſand Vicars and Curates, their en- 
ing ſuch an Advantage, having no Li- 
braries to any Purpoſe requiſite for a Cler= 
ojman, in their reſpective Pariſhes, or a 

leaſt in the Poſſeſſron of any ſo ready te 
ford the Uſe of them, as thoſe worthy 
Gentlemen ; So on the other, the utter In- 
poſſibility they ſhould be able to furniſh 
themſelves therewith, out of the poor Emo- 
luments of their re ſl pective Cares, afford- 
ing ſcarcely the mere Neceſſeties of Life, 
Food and Raiment. Upon this Obſervation 
and Reflection indeed, was form'd ſome- 
thing of a Plan of making ſuch Proviſe- 
on both of Parochial and Lending Libra- 
ties, before I became acquainted with Mr. 
Rawlett's, and the ſamewas Communicated 
to ſuch of our Neighbouring Brethren, as 
were ſenſible of the Value of Books, who ap- 
prov'd the Deſign, and wiſh'd it a good Suc- 


ceſ. , 
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ceſs; but it remain'd as a mere Project in 
Speculation only, till ſeveral of the Clergy 
by Experience T afted of the Benefit of Mr, 
Rawlett's Library, out of which they could 
nom and then Borrow the Book we wanted 
to peruſe. And indeed it was uſual for ſome 
of us to Ride even Ten Miles to Borrow out 
of it the Book we had Occaſion for. It was 
this Experience which incourag'd, which in- 
wigorated. the Publiſhing an Eſſay, Printed 


about Thirty Years ſince; and which, Ble- 


ſed be God, has had ſuch Succeſs ;, That, to- 
gether with thoſe, the Miſſionary Clergy in 
our Plantations Abroad have been provided 
with, there are at this Day in all, at leaſt 
Hundred Parochial and Lending Libraries 
Raid and Fix d upon that Plan : And 
moreover. an Act of Parliament in Eng- 
land, and Acts of Aſſembly in our Plan- 
tations, (which are Equivalent with our 
Acts of Parliament here) for the Preſer- 
vation thereof; Together with good Rules 
zo be obſery'd in their Uſe. 


But 
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But how faſt won d thu good Deſign 
increaſe to the furniſhing in a ſhort Time 
every Market Town in England (in which 
generally the Endowments are but mean, and 
jet it is more eſpecially requiſite the Clergy 
therein ſhou'd be able Divines) if after 
the Example of the Good, the Pious, the 
Generous Mr. Rawlett, the more Able 
among the Reverend Clergy wou'd upon 
their Demiſe, leave their Books for 4 
Lending Library in the next Market 
Town, rather than to be Sold after their 
Deceaſe, for little in Compariſon to what 
they Coſt them; And as for Libraries 
purely Parochial in Count.) Pariſhes, if 
athers who can afford it, wou d leave thoſe 
for the Benefit of their Succeſſors, T his 
Good Work would advance apace to- 
wards a Perfection. But above all me- 
thinks, our wealthy Dignitaries and Plu- 
raliſts, who cannot be Incumbent wholly 
upon their Cures themſelves, ſhould fur- 
niſb their reſpeiive Cures with well cho- 
ſen Setts of Books ; with Books at leaſt 
adequate to the whole Syſtem of Concio- 

natory 


. +#hey wight have the Satisfaction in their 


liev d _ Practis d, in Order to the Sal. 
Vvution of thoſe. Souls, for which Chrif 
ded ; and over which "They are Appoint 
ed Overſeers, and muſt aſſuredly give an 


"God. And indeed, if the more wealthy 


be their Succeſſors therein ſuch Libraries, 
it wou d not be long, e re moſt, i F not eve. 


1 Pariſh in the Kingdom, both Great and 


4 Parochial Library: Mon d enjoy I ſa), 
the Acceſſion to its Endowments, of 4 Pa- 


-rochial Library; For I cannot but loot 
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— and Catechetical Doctrine. Hereby 


aun Minds, io hade their reſpective (. 
rates give a full Inſtruction to their owy 
Flocks committed to the others Charge, it 
all Things Neceſſa ary to be Known, Be. 


Account one Day of | a Indtruction; $1 
as to be able with St. Paul to Call God 
to Record, that they have not ſhunn d to 
declare unto thein the whole Counſel of 


among that Rank ou d furniſh for the 


Uſe of their Curates, and whoever ſhal 


Sal with Reſpect to Endowment, wou'd 
enjoy the Acceſſion to its Endowments, of 


upon 
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pon 4 good Library to be as much, and, as 
properly an Endowment, in its Kind, ab 
an Addition of Glebe or Tythes, if" it 
were hut, as it will be, the ſaving to the 
Incumbent the nece ſſary Charge to be laid 
out in Books : And in this Keſpect the 
more neceſſary of the Two, to be ſome Way 
or other Provided : Since after an Endow- 
ment of the other Kind, tho it ſhou'd be 
of One Hundred Pounds a Tear added; 
the other Incumbent perhaps deſtitute of 
neceſſary Books, may not lay out even Fuge 
Pounds of himſelf, in what is ſo abſolute- 
ly neceſſary to render him ſufficient for the 
Great Charge be is iniruSted withal. And 
where a Pluraliſt or Dignitary cannot be 
Reſident upon his Living, the lea ſt, [ll pre- 
ſume to ſay, he can do, in Return for the 
Profits he annually Reaps from it, is to 
Found therein ſuch a Parochial Libra- 
ry, conſiſting of the beſt Books to be ap- 
pendant to the Cure, for ever : And more- 
over, to be annually adding to it ſo long as 
be ſhall enjoy ſuch Living. In ſhort, 4 
Library, whether Lending of Parochial, 

D eſpeci- 
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eſpecially conſitiing of well-choſen Books, 
more immedliately adapted to all the Parts 
of Miniſterial Instruction, is the moſt Com- 
pendious Way of doing a Great, Diffuſive, 
and Permanent Good, with a little, and 


that withal to the better Part, the Souls of 


Men, that I know in the World. Hereby 
a Man ſingly, may, to all Intents and Pur- 
poſes, render himſelf a Preacher of Righ- 
teouſneſs thro the Mouths of many, and 
that too to many Generations. Hereby he 
will beſt conſult that his Good Works 
ſhall follow Him, and when Dead, to be 
yet Speaking. Nay, hereby a Perſon may 
render himſelf a Miſſionary, a Sort of an 
Ewangeliſt to the Remoteſt, to the Darkeſt 
Corners of the Earth, both at Home and 
Abroad, without ſtirring from his own 
Home. And to ſum up all in a few 
Words, but thoſe moſt weighty, as the 4- 
eouchment of the Holy Spirit itſelf. Here- 
by he will beſt intitle himſelf both to the 
Character of one Greatly Wiſe, and with- 
al, to the higheſt Rewards; being expreſs- 


ly aſſured that, when thoſe who ſleep in 
the 
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the Duſt, of the Earth, ſhall awake, 


ſome to everlaſting Life, and ſome to 
everlaſting Contempt; They that be 
Wiſe, (that is, Teachers, as render d in 
the Margin) ſball ſhine as the Brightneſs 
of the Firmament : And they that turn 
many to Righteouſneſs, as the Stars for 
ever and ever, Dan. 9. 112. 

This, the Great, the Good Mr. Raw- 
ett (as the Creat and Good Mr. Gilpin 
before him ) rightly and throughly under- 
flood, who not content to lead a Life for 
its Purity, Innocency and Heavenly-Mind- 
edneſs, nearly Angelical, did morever in 
Love to the Souls of Men, going abour, 
doing Good, by the Preaching of the Go- 
ſpel. to the Poor in the moſt Plain and 
Practical Manner, to the Capacities of the 
meaneſt (whereby and by the Pious and 
his very Practical Pieces diſpers'd far and 
mar, he render d himſelf almoſt Evange- 
lical) Not content, I ſay, thus far to be- 
come a Wile Teacher, he did moreover, 
fo intitle himſelf to the farther Degrees 
of Glory, ſet apart for ſuch; Leave bo- 

D 2 hind. 
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hind him, a Library for the Uſe of thoſe 


* who ſhall to late Generations come after him, 
be ſame Gift carrying a ſtrong Intima- 
tion, in the Manner it is to be us d, to eve- 
ry one who ſhall ſurvive, that Proportion: 
ably to the Talents, Providence ſhall give 

Him; He ſhall Go, and Do likewiſe, “ 
Lake 10. 37. 
And now all that remains worthy of Re- 
mark, which is come to my Knowledge, is 
what naturally ariſes from the (onJidera- 
tion of the Enſuing Conſolatory Letter, 

41 As alſo of the other Pieces of which be 

(1 was the Author. And the 

4 Firſt Thing I ſhall gather from this 
i Letier as worthy of our Conſideration, i, 
what a Degree of ChriStian Perfection this 

Happy Man muſt have attain d to, in the 

Prime of his Tomth, when moſt do find 

the Siraggles between Fleſh and Spirit to 

be the ſtrongeſt, and the Victory moſt doubt- 

1 ful. The Account which 1 receiv/d from 

| the Place of his Nativity, taken out off giv 

the Regiter, ſays that he was Paptix d, did 

March 28. 1642. And if it was in * Sin. 

the 


The PREFACE. 


the Tear of the Great Plague that he wrote' 
lis Conſolatory Letter, he muſt at tha: 
Time not have exceeded Forty our, Now 
it appears from the Account he gives of 
himſelf in his own Letter ; I hat at 
© Twelve or Thirteen he bad by Fits Con- 
* ↄictions upon hs Conſcience; That a 
* Year or Two after, his Apprehenſious in 
9 Religion were ſomewhat more ripen d, 
* and his Rejolutions for Holineſs con- 
* firm; and tho then when be thought 
* with a ſmcere Reſolution to devote him- 
© ſelff to God, with a Deſire to Receive 
« more of his Grace /or his (onduG thro 
© the Snares and Temptations of Life, he 
© was full ſeized with much Vanity of 
© Mind, and lived much eStrang'd from 
© God, yet he kept on in a V ra& of Du- 
© ties, So that we have no Reaſon to ſu- 
ſpect be fell into any Mortal, Fre ſumptuous, 
or Wilful Sin of any Kind Aud he ſeems 
even then to have Anſwer d the Character 
given of one Born of God, that he 
did not commit in, that is, any wilful 
„Sin, for his Seed remained in Hun, * 
e . Iſs 
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he could not Knowingly commit Sin, he. 
caule he was Born of God, 1 Joh. 3. 9. 
But bis (old Fit in Religion was ſoon over, 
For very ſoon after, He began more Prac- 
** tically to diſcern the Nothingneſs of the 
* World, and withal ſaw there was 10 
e Way to true Peace and Serenity of Mind, 
* but by a through ſtrong Reſolution, and 
ee ftrict Watch againſt every Sin, and an 
15 Indiff erency of 4 ection to every (rea- 
© ture, and Regarding them no farther 
* than as ſubſervient to our Eternal Hap- 
© pineſs. Nay, God was pleas d, he ſays, 
© to Reveal himſelf to Him in a more 
ce plentiful Manner than ever, making 
« Him withal the Happy InStrument of 
© awakening others. And thus advan- 
cing from Strength to Strength, from one 
degree of Chriſtian Perfection to another; 
To what Aſſurance did he Arrive at the 
Period of Time in which he wrlt his Let- 
ters? © As to my own Particular, ſays he, 
it 1s my great and confident Hope thro' 
*© the Infinite Mercies of my God in Chriſt, 
© that I ſhall by Doath be Tranſlated in- 


to 
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c 0 Eternal Life. Oh ! what doth my. 
© Soul ho pe to feel by that Time that theſe 
« Lines are got into your Hands? What 
«© Words ſpall I hear, what Sighs ſhall I 
« ſee ? What raviſbing Wonders of Love 
« ſhall 1 feel? 

Secondly, If in this Bleſſed Temper 
and Frame of Mind it was that be ſoon 
after Enter d into Holy Orders, as it is 
bighly probable he did, with what Great- 
Sincerity of Heart could he Anſwer the 
Queſtion put to Him by the Biſhop at the 
Holy Altar; and upon the Sacrament, and 
in the Sight of God, Angels, and Men! 
Ob, Awful Solemnity! ; 

The Queſtion put by the Right Reve- 
rend the Biſhop to every one of them 
that are to be Order d, and in the Pre- 
ſence of the People, is to be after this 
Manner following; 

Do you Truſt that you are Inwardly 
Moved by the Holy Ghoſt to take upon 
you this Office and Miniſtration, to ſerve 
God for the Promoting of his Glory, and 
the Edifying of his People? To which 

the 
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the Anſwer made in the ſame e Preſence i is, 
I Truſt Lam. 


No donbt the 'Chnrch interded by tha 
anwful Queſtion to the Candidate for the 
Ministry, to provide as far as poſſible coul 
be done by Men, that the Church ſhould be 
ferv'd by none, who undertake it, upon In- 
direct, or mere Secular Views, to live on 
it Patrimony ; Hawing it little, too too lit 
ile in their I houghts to devote themſeloe 
io that Bleſſed Work of the Miniſtry, the 
Sawing of Souls! No doubt, more eſpecial 
it propos d to itſelf thereb; y, 4s to ſhut ou 
thoſe from preſuming to come within ile 
Rails of the Altar, as the Romiſh Prieſts do, 
20 Monopolize one half of the Sacred Of: 
ferings ; So not to accumulate to themſelvii 
Triplicities, Quadruplicities, nay, Quintu- 
plicities, of Church Preferments, to the #1: 
avoidable Excluſion, if not ſtarving of ma 
ny others, often mch more deſerving thai 
themſe der A wicked Avarice „ like that 
of thoſe, who lay Houſe to Houſe, and 


Field to Field, till there is no Rem _ 
An 
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And laſtly, no doubt, ſich an open Profeſſion 


and Declaration requir'd therein of their 
being Mov'd by the Holy Ghoſt to come 
into the Service of God's Church, was, not 
only thereby to oblige them to turn the bent 
of their Studies that Way , and that in Or- 
der to lay up a Fund of Sacred and Scriptural 
Knowledge, ſufficient to enable them to be 
Teachers of others, the leaſt that the Queſti- 
on is ſuppos'd to import; but moreover that 
they might be Moved to apply themſelves in 
their Mini$try to ſave Souls. © And with 
this V iem, with this ea ger Deſire moſt cer- 
tainly it was, that Mr. Rawlett was Mo- 
ved from the very Beginning (I might al- 
moſt ſay from his wery Infancy) to take 
upon Him the Sacred Function. Hence we 
find him expreſſing his Thanks to hi good 
Mother for giving bim an Education, fit- 
ing him for the ſame in thoſe very Re- 
narkable Words, © I account myſelf 
"YN bound to Acknowledge the Goodneſs of 
God, and your Care and Kindneſs in 
doing your utmoſt to give me an In- 
nd gennous Education in Knowledge and 
i, = * Learn- 
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© Learning, that ſo 1 might be better 2 
© ted to ſerve my God in ſome 3 
N Employment ; hs. to the Minidtry 
was yon defignt d me, which beet it 
© pleas d God to have accompliſh'd me 
for, and then Employ d me n I 
fo nothing next to his Love in Cbrif 
to my Soul, that would have more Ke. 
e ſoye d my Heart. Which Words, as they 
ſbew he was not then Enter d into Orders 
when he wrote this Conſolatory Letter, ſi 
they proue beyond all doubt, that when af. 
rerwards he id it was with the utmoſt Sin- 
cerity and Purity of Intention to Labour in 
the Work of the Miniſtry. And if ſuch 
@ Sincerity and Purity of Intention, all who 
ſhall hereafter come into the ſame, would 
bring along with them to the Biſbop, when 
hey preſent themſelves to Receive the Im- 
Poſition of Hands, to the Augmenting and 
Sealing upon their Souls thoſe Nerpio patty 
thoſe Divine Graces ; How Happy would 
it be to Thouſands more perhaps, of our 
future Clergy, to Millions likewiſe of the 


Laity! Since one that ſe peaks from the 
Botton 
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Bottom of his Heart the Divine Truths | 
he delivers to them, Speaks as one having 
Authority, and his Words will penetrate 
the moſt Inward Receſſes , whilſt the moſt 

ied Periods and Theatrical Elocution 
of the other being eaſily perceiv's d to pro- 
ceed from Vanity, will ſcarce ever enter 
deep ; will neither awaken the ( onſei cience, 
wr deter the Sinner. Si flere vis alios | 
flendum eſt tibi. 

Laſtly, I ball ſum np my Remarks 
pon the whole Letter, with this Obſerwa- 
tion, that tho written upon 4 particular 
Occaſion, aud reſpecting one Kind of A 
flidlion, the unexpebied . Death of the near- 
eſt Friend or Relation; Jet it is equally 
Medicinal to the Aſſwaging of Grief and 
Pain under any Affliction whatſoever ; And - 
Man being Born'to Trouble as the Sparks 
fly upwards, there is no Perſon, and in 
10 Station of Life to whom it may not be 
ſometime or other uſeful. But to the Clergy's 
peru, al T would more eſpecially Recommend 
it, not only as furni ſhing them with Senti- 


ments "of f ngular Uſe in Viſt ting | the Sick, 


ole 
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vr thoſe who are any Ways Afflicted in Body bo- 
Mind; but as having in it an uncommon UVnition, 
and aſſimilating Quality, ſo as to render it apt ty 
treate and nouriſb a Contempt of the World, and 
an Heavenly Mindedneſs, equal with what we ſhall 
find in the ſo much Celebrated Thomas a Kem- 
pis, or any other the beſt Aſceticks. And for 
22 Reaſon T place it in that Claſs of Books ] 
"propoſe for Patochial Libraries; A ſceticks be 
ing 4 Sort of Writings, which. if Judiciouſy 
_ choſen, cannot be too much the Vade Mecums 
of a Paſtor of Souls, being proper to be taken | 
with him to be Read by him, as well when like 
Iſaac, he fhall go out to Meditate in the 
Field at Eventide, Gen. 24. 63. as when for 
that and his other Devotions he retires into his Re 
Cloſet. It is readily omn'd that there is no wert 
"to be found a ſtronger Reaſoning than in moſt of \ 
our Modern Sermons as deliver'd both from Pris 
| and Pulpit ; But there are ſome who wiſh there 
' 1 was more of the Pathos even in ſome of the beſ 
among them. And it is conceiv'd an intimate Con- 
verſe with thoſe Spiritual Writers, ſuch as th: 
many Pieces of the moſt Judicions Eraſmus, Arh- 
dius, and others (which in their proper Plate 
may be Nam'd) it would very much tend to impreg- 
nate our own Minds with noble Sentiments of De- 
votion; and that it would derive a becoming Heat ff 
and Warmth into our Pulpit Diſcourſes, and other 
Practical Compoſures to be much more Converſant 
fen 


To THE" 
Reverend Mr. Richard King, 
Vicar of Topſbam in Devonſbire. 


Reverend and Dear Sir, | 
S it is with an Eye to ſome pre- 
ſent Evils growing rife among us, 
ad if they are ſuffer d to go on with, 
our any Check, at the, rate they now 
do, will ſoon prove Fatal to this Church, 
ud the moſt valuable Part of its Cler- 
Y, that the following Pieces, eſpecially 
be Lives of Mr. Gilp;n and Mr. Rawlett 
e publiſhed (the former now in a Fifth 
A Edition) 


—_— 
— bw” ems —— —¼ = 


The Dedication. 


Edition) ſo it is with the like View, 


that they are Dedicated to yourſelf, as 5 

ps One of the fitteſt Clergymen in 8 
the whole Kingdom to be Ds out for | 
a Patron in a Cale of this Nature, 4 


The growing Evils , complained of, are, 00 
Fiſt, That roo many, it 1s to. be feard 


now enter into Holy Orders ſolely 10 2 
qualify themſelves for the Attainment of 5 


a Cood Bene ſice, conſidering it rather a; 
a Good Living than a Burthenſome Cur: 
of Souls, requiring much Care and Pains 
to Anſwer the main End; As all Cures 
of Souls will do. 

The next is, that the Nobility and other 
Perſons of Quality, who have Great Be- 
nefices to Beſtow, do now take it into 
their Heads to PredeFinate, as One terms 
it, (before Born perhaps) a Son, or neat 
Relation to the Functions of the Prieſt 
hood; without due Care to his Qualities 
with reſet to Learning, or Religion; 
thioking it enough for one of Quality 


forſooth, to put in a Curate to Officiate, 
himſel 
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himſelf Living as a Gentleman on the 
TT. TT 

Laftly, That by whatever Intereſt, whe- 
ther by dint of Merit or Family Intereſt, 
they ſhall have obtained One or Two 
Good Benefices, together with as many 
Eccleſiaſtical Dignities, Few, or None, 
upon farther Advancements, will ſhew 
the leaſt Inclination to Quit their Hold, 
even in the meaneſt of their Preferments, 
for others to Enjoy any Thing after 
them. 

But alaſs, the Conſequence of each of 
theſe Corruptions will ſoon prove ex- 
treamly Fatal, both to the Church of 
God, and its Beſt Clergy, and to the 
[mall Remains of Religion left among 
us! And there needs but a Curſory Re- 
flection to render the Thing too Evident. 
For, 

Firſt, From admitting Perſons to En- 
ter into the Miniſtry, without obliging 
them to have well confidered, Previouſly 
Js the Suſception of Holy Orders, the 
Importance of the ſame ; and this by re- 


A 2 quiring 
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quiring them to Read, even in the very 
Firſt Place, ſome good Tracts upon the 
Paſtoral 0 are, whereby they may be in- 
form'd, what will be expected from them 
both by God and Man; Hence too many, 
it is = be fear d, do even dare to lye to 
the Holy Ghoſt, when i it is ſo ſolemnly de- 
manded of them, whether they preſent 
themſelves; for Orders, as moved by the 
Holy Ghoſt. For if they have not pre- 
viouſly acquainted themlelves with the 
Importance of what they are going a- 
bout, I cannot ſee how with any Sin- 
cerity they can Anſwer, That they Truf 
they are ſo moved. And what can be 


expected but a Curſe, inſtead of a Blel- | 


ſing, upon; a nile) introduced by lo 
ſolemn a Peryury! 

Well, and the very ſame Perſons, En- 
tring ſoon after, as often they do, upon 
Cures of Souls, before having gone thro 
in their Studies the whole Courſe of Chri- 
ſtian Doctrine, both Speculative and Prac- 
tical, do as often ſatisfy themſelves with 
8. few Incoherent and unconnected Dil- 

courles 
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courſes or Sermons, Preaching them o- 
ver and over, without ever having touch- 
ed (no not during the whole Courſe. of 
their Miniſtry) upon very many other Sub- 
jets both DoGrinal and Moral, the Know- 
ledge of which is abſolutely neceſſary the 
People ſhould be Iuſtructed in. Such are 
the Evils of a Precipitate Entring into 
Holy Orders, without any Preparatory 
Reading both on the PaStoral Care, and 
on the Chriſtian Sy Hen. 

Secondly, As to the next Evil, the Pre- 
determining the younger Son to the Mi- 
niſtry, thinking it enough to Intitle him 
to the Office and all Advantages of the 
ſame, that he Take Orders; Put on now 
and then the Band and Gown; That he 
gets himſelf Inſtituted into a Good Living; 
and then Commit the whole Cure and 


Care to a Curate, often the Cheapeſt can 
be got; At the Rate that this Trade goes 
on, All our Church Bene fices of any 
Value, or whatever Denomination, Par- 
ſonages, as well as Dignities, are in a 
fair Way to become mere Sine-Cures, or 


Lay- 
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Lay-Fees ; or in a word That Heterogene- 


ons Monſter lately imported from Abroad, 
S prritualities Secularized. 


To the Gentleman indeed coming into 
the Vineyard with the Advantages of Li 
Birth and Fortune to bear the Burthen and Ld 
Heat of the Day, by Labouring in the {cr 
Work of the Miniſtry (as ſome beſides eſt 
yourſelf to their Immortal Honour we Ar 

have Known to do) we ſhall be ever rea- 
dy to pay double Honour. But if they pla 
ſhall intrude themſelves like Drones into Fe 
the Houſe of God to prey upon the I 
Honey, gather'd with great Pains by the 2 
Induſtrious Bees for the ſupport of the 2 


Labouring Community; ſurely had we 
the Diſcipline among us of that In. 
duſtrious and ſagacious Animal, ſuch, 
notwithſtanding their Quality, would cer- 
tainly be purg d out of it, as its 
Eb p,E, or Cut off, as the Warts 
and Wens of the Church bf God, ſuck- 
ing out its vital Nouriſhment, bat being 
themſelves at, the ſame time its fouleſt 
Deformity and Reproach! So far are 

They 
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They from deſerving to be accounted its 
Strength and Ornament, as they vainly 
conceive ; that the having ſo many of 
theſe Gentlemen (or what in the German 
Language they are properly enough call'd, 
Idlemen) liſted in the Service and Mini- 
ſtry of the Church, is one of the great- 
eſt Evils it Labours under at this Day. 

And then, | 
Thirdly, As to That other Evil com- 
plain'd of, the Accumulating on any one 
Perſon, Three, Four, or Five Prefer- 
ments with, or without Diſpenſatione, or 
Commendams, according as ſome Spiri- 
tual Monopoliſts do go now on, our 
Learned Men in both Univerſities may 
even burn their Books for any Call they 
are likely to have, to come out of their 
Cells, or to obtain a Place in the Church 
to put their Heads into. Which beſides 
the Injury done to Men of Merit, and 
to whole Pariſhes or other Communities, 
who otherwiſe would have the Benefit 
of Men of Worth Reſident among them; 
Beſides this, the bad Effects of ſuch ſhame- 
ful Monopolies will be ſoon found in the 
ſad 
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fad Decay both of Religion and Learn- 
ing in both thoſe Great Bodies. And 
our R—ngs, B- ds, and the like Learned 
Editors of the Gieck Fathers, and of 
the Scriptures in the Oriental Languages 
when come out thence, may een Starve 
on till their Dying- Day! in the Condition 
only of Curates, Readers, and Lecturers, 
And deſervedly too ſome will lay, now 
that the World is turning Heathen; 
— ſome of the Firſt Clais for Learn. 
but Men of Foreſight withal, wiſe— 

ly curn their Studies to the Improvement 
rather of Heathen Authors, and do alaſs, 
too well find their Accontit in ſo doing 
But Laſtiy, Above all, to the Infinite 
Prejudice of Religion, occaſioned by all 
theſe Scandals put together, eſpecially 
by the Laſt; Thoſe Theomachi, Thoſe 
Titans of modern Race, Thoſe Haters of 
God and Religion, the Infid: Is among us, 
have reaſon they think to Laugh out, In- 
ſulting us, as if there were nothing but 
Frieficraſi, mere Friebtcraft, as Viſible 
as the Sun at Noon Day, to be [cen 


among us. 


But, 
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But, hold, Gentlemen, I ſhall venture 
to ſay, and perhaps turn the Laugh up- 
on yourſelves. What if this in Reality 
ſhould be found Lay, or Law-Craft ? 
For what is it but mere Lay-(raft, to 
aſſume the Name, and, may be, the 
Garb, perhaps on the Sunday, but ſcarce- 
ly to give the Good Pariſhioners a Ser- 
mon thereon; Nay, to their Infinite Scan- 
dal and Offence, putting on the Sport- 
man's Frock to be given uy altogether to 
Gentlemen's Diverſions the Week follow- 
ing. And what is it but Lay-Craft and Law- 
(raft, (both like Herod and Pilate Com- 
bining together) that has obſtructed ever 
ſince the Reformation to this Day, a Re- 
formatio Legum Eccle ſiaſt icarum taking 
Place among us, ſo as not to ſuffer Diſci- 
pline to pull the Gown from off the Shoul- 
ders of ſuch pretended Clergymen, who, 
if any ſurely, are falſe Brethren ! And even 
in the Popiſh Church, in which our Ene- 
mies Cry out ſo much of Prie$tcraft, and 
thro' their Sides are perpetually running 
their venemous Daggers againſt ours; how 

B much 
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much in Defiance of all Modeſty is it, or 
an Inſtance at leaſt of Ignorance in the 
Papal Hiſtory, to Call the like Cheats 
therein, Priet-Craft, when in reality it is 
all but Lay and Law-Craft, devis d on pur 
pole by a Mongrel or Lay-Clergy to Ride 
both Prieſt and People. For I would fain 
know were not moſt of their Popes for ma- 
ny Centuries, nay, and even to this Day, 
mere (anonifts, that is, Lawyers, or Leju- 
leians in their Way? And Two Thirds of 
their Cardinals, and many of their Biſhops, 
What are they ſtill more than Deacons ! 
Nay, have they not now even Biſbops, 
ſo groſs is the Abſurdity, for many Years 
before Ordain'd, no more than Deacons 
(as we had a late Inſtance in the Biſhop 
of Cologn forſooth) and are not Nine- 
teen in Twenty of thoſe Packs of Knaves, 
the Monks, and Military Orders, mere 
Laymen? I am ſure that B:ſhops, Prieſts, 
and Deacons, are the only Orders we Know 
of Divine Inſtiration, And were it not, 
but that they will not ſuffer our Church 
to get rid of {ome Popiſh Relicks, vi. 
Unconſcionable Monopolies by Verrue 
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of Extorted (ommendams and Diſpen- 
ſations, with the Infinite Subtleties of 
Law Chicane, by which they Diſtin- 
guiſh away all 'Simonaicat Bargains, and 
Protect the Scandalous Saleſmen, both 
Buyers and Sellers in the Temple, I can- 
nor but Hope there is ſo much of a Chri- 
ſtian Spirit ſtil]. remaining among us, that 
we ſhould hear of {ome foul Practitioners 
n our Way, as now and then we do in 
theirs, thrown over our Bar, and alſo diſ- 
rob'd for ſuch Enormities. 

In ſhort, all this Foul Play of Mono- 
polix ing, Secularixing, and other Inven- 
tions, for which the Inſdels deride us, 
s thus continn'd to our Infinite Regret, 
and Palm'd upon us, much againſt our 
Wills, and is indeed what we utterly De- 
teſt. It is ſufficient to expreſs our Indig- 
nation at it, that we account it no other 
than Maſquerading; than Maſquerading, I 
ay, which, whether Lay or EccleſiaStical, 
ll not ſcruple to Call the ſource of the vil- 
tractices of all Sorts that can be Nam d, 
r were ever introduc d into a Chriſtian 
- B 2 Nation, 
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Nation. And was it a | Jeſt: to be pe 
Laugh d at, and not an Injury to be Re-. ho 
ſented, chat at the Firſt or Second of that Ned 
worthy Entertainment of Maſquerades, 
A Liber. ine Dreſſing himſelf in an Epiſ- ¶ be 
copal Habit, Acted and Spoke his vile N be 
and wiclels Stuff? Or is it fit to be to 
laid to the Reproach of the Superior Or- ro! 
der, that ſuch ——— were offer d it I anc 
in Maſquerade? Alaſs, theſe Things juſt- £ Cr 
ly conſider d, would nor be charg'd up- ver 
on our Callings, as Faults, but deplor d for 
and pitied as Infelicities; Eſpecially con- 
ſidering what Bucning Lights-our Church 
has, and I hope maugre all the Devices 
form'd againſt us, will ſtill be able to 
Glory in. For as heretofore we have 
had not only our Cranmers, Ridleys and 
many other Noble Martyrs d Confe ſſori, 
but our rn Herberts, Hammonds, 
with a ng Oc. we could boaſt of 
So bur — ſtill living, and therefore Di 
fitter to be the Subject of ſuch Remem-· 1 
brances hereafter — Dead, many o- 
there (fome of whom I have the 2 
erſo⸗ 
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Perſonally ro Know) there are, who ab- 


horan y of chePractices before animadvert- 
ed upon, as utterly unworthy of them. 
But as to yourſelf, tho” I know it will 
be to your Offence, I muſt Name you 
(becaule our Unbelicvers not Conſcious 
to themſelves of any Generons and He- 
roick Qualities, and Acts of Goodnels, 
and Diſi nteredneſs, would ſcarcely give 
Credit, till ſore d by giving them the 
very Name of the Perſon) I muſt there- 
fore I ſay, take leave to Name you as an 
Inſtance of one, even in this degenerate 
date we are ' ſank into, of a Conſider- 
able Paternal Eſtate, who has taken Or- 
ders purely ro Preach and Exerciſe” all 
the other Fun4ions of a Viniſter among 
poor Priſoners, as for a long time you 
did at Exeter; "arid alſo as one, who Con- 
tent with your own Temporal Fortune 
as ſufficient to ſupport yourſelf and the 


' Dignity of a Gentleman and his Family, 


would accept'of no Cure which may be 
calbd a Benefice ; But who our of Love 


to God and the Souls of Men, have vo- 
luntarily 
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luntarily taken upon you a Laborious, 
and far Extended Cure in a Large Mar: 
ker Town, full of Poor, and having lit- 
tle or no Endowment, And becauſe it 
would add to their Wonder, as vainly 
thinking none but ſome well meaning 
Man, but of no great Size in the Clas 
of the Literati, would hazard a Repu- 
tation for Learning in Defending ſome 
External Evidences in the behalf of Chri- 
ſtianity, which it has become faſhionable 
of late for Scepticks to Explode, and o- 
thers Cowardly enough to give up, I muſt 
mention you allo as an Eminent Hero 
in the Cauſe of God, in Supporting the 
 Thundring Legion, 10 rudely attack d 
and puſb d, as our Infidels would have 
it, by Their own Moyle, as they would 
have — Eſteem d to be. 

And take him they may to themſelves 
for me, for I think him no more an Ho- 
nour to Learning than Religion, who has 
ſo much Labour d, but F ruitleſly, or 
with Labour in Vain, as he ſeems to have 


done, to lavakidace that Noble Remain 
of 
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of Primitive Antiquity, the Miraculous 
Relief wrought ro the Emperor, and 
Roman Legions by the Prayers of the 
Thundring Legion; A Teſtimony urg'd 
by che earlieſt Apologiſts as one Exter- 
nal Evidence of the Divine Origin of 
Chriſtianity ; But Mr. Moyle in his Op- 
poſition to the various Teſtimonies for 
the Truth of this Fact, has been ſuffi- 
cently foil'd by yourſelf and Mr. Whi- 
Non. 

[ knew that Gentleman once the Pies 
ite, and Hopes of the Family of Deiſts 
when immers d in the Senſualities about 
(od ent- Garden; How he ſet up then for a 
Great Stickler in Deiſm, or Socinianiſm ; 
But when become wean d. from this wick- 
ed Town, and the wretched Wits of the 
Place, der is Reported to have become 
an hard Studenr, and moreover a firm 
believer of Reveal d Religion, and Or- 
'Fitodox withal; and as the beſt Evidence 
of his being ſuch, that he was Conſtant 
n Divine Worſhip, and withal Regular 

in 
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in his Morals, and who in Indignation 
for the Sins of hie Youth, could never 
be perſwaded more to come into Parliz- 
ment as not (enduring. the Thoughts of 
this Town. However being a Great 
Philologiſt, tho I will not ſay he re 
main d as far as he could be, a Woo'd- 
be-Unbeliever, yer I am apt to think the 
Vanity incident to ſuch Criticks, too 
much adherd to him to the laſt, 21 
that of Signalizing his own Great Ac. 
quirements in Learning by Scepticiſing 
upon Ancient Teſtimonies any ' wiſe Ser- 
viceable, directly, or obliquely to Chri- 
ſtianity, tho for many Ages they have 
abided the Teſt, and have kept their 
Ground as Unconteſtible Evidence. Surh 
a Pedantick Affectation of ſingular Sa: 
gacity, and Impartiality has very much 
prevail'd with ſome other Criticks pro- 
feſſing themſelves firm Believers, in giving? 
vp, ſome one, ſome others of theſe An! 
cient Teſtimonies, and it was accountec 
2 Weakneſs not to yield as is ſhrewd! 
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enough animadverted upon by * Yoſſins. 
With a juſt Air of Indignation at the 
Vanity and Wickedneſs of che Thing, 
and in ſuch Terms as may make ſuch 
Traditors alham'd,- and are therefore here 
dubjoin d; But God be Prais d who has 
nis d their Equals in Learning and Judg- 


*Profecto nullos Religio Chriſtiana infenſiores habet 
hoſtes, quam ipſos Chriſtianos, cum vix ullum apud anti- 
quos de Chriſto aut vaticinium, aut teſtimonium invenias, 
quod non complures etiam doctiſſimi viri labefectare aut 
etiam penitus evertere fuerint conati. Argumento ſint non 
ea tantum quæ de Sibyllis & Sibyllinis ex Cicerone, Virgilio, 
Suetonio alijſq; attulimus loca, adeo ea eludere & falſis inter- 
pretamentis enervare conati ſunt, ac ſi illa 28 quam pro- 
ftentur, odio ijs fuiſſet religio. Iſaat Voſſius de Sibyllinis Orat, 
bag. 260, Item & in Ep. Dedicat. Tho. Brunoni. Sctibis te 
mirarĩ qui fiat, ut cum olim, præſertim in Primitiva Eccle- 
ſa tot Judzorum millia ad Chriſtianorum tranſierint Partes, 
die tam pauci & pene nulli reperiantur, qui ſe perſuaderi 
patiantur. Verum fi i ſtiuſmodi 1 credamus fabellis, 
16 in interfretindis facris libris duces ſequamur Rabbinos 
lud fieri aliter poteſt, ut non plures Chriſtiani ad Judæos, 
quam Judz1 ad Ghriftianos ſe conferant ? Profecto pro Ju- | 
n beis firenue magis Chriſtiani, quam ipſi militant Iudæi. 
Quad vero addis, ſiquis hodiernos Judzos ijſdem aggrediatur 
IM gumentis quibus Veteres uſi ſunt Chriſtiani, Libris ſcilicet 
vbyllinis & ſimilibus, omnem omnino defore ſucceſſum, præ- 
ſertim cam ne Chriſtiani quidem ullis diutius credant Sibyl- 
inis. Id quidem verum eſt, ſed hzc Chriftianorum eſt cul- 
pa, impune permitrentium ut. quzlibet Scripta & quælibet 
teſtimonia, quibus noſtra nititur religio, veluti ſpuria & 
dullius fidei, non contemnantur modo, fed & explo» 
Untur & conculcentur. I. Voſſins Ep. Pelic. Tho. Brunoni 
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ment, and Superiors allo to the beſt of them 
in Probity, to aſſert of late with Great 
Learning ſeveral of thoſe Records, and 
yourſelf among others; And in the Name the 
of God go on, to Reſcue more out of 
the Hands of the Traditors. | the 
Now for my own part, my Heart ſi 
akes whenever I refle& upon the Deſpe- cla] 
rate State into which thoſe Unhappy Men De 
have brought themſelves, who have Pub- 
Iiſhed Books as well clandeſtinely Un- 
dermining and Sapping the Foundations, | 
as directly attacking in Front, Reveal'd | 
Religion; Nay, tho it ſhould be in Dreſ- 
ſing up with the fineſt Plumes borrow'd 
from Chriſtianity (as Heathen Philoſo- 
phers after Chriſtianity obtain d, were 
Known to do) what they Call Nalural 
Religion, if deſign d. at bottom to ren- 
der This ſo Sufficient, and acceptable, 
that it might be thought there was no 
need for God, who at ſundry Times, 
and in divers Manners ſpoke in Times 
paſt by the Prophets, to have at laſt ſpoke 
by his own Son, by whom alſo he made 
| the] Pen! 
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the Worlds, as if the Light of Nature 
alone were bright enough to direct in 
the Paths of Righteouſneſs. This ſeems 
to be of late much affected by many of 
| the Writers upon that Subject; and I am 
| ſhrewdly ſuſpicious, was in a more eſpe- 
cial Manner in the Religion of Nature 
Delineated, without one Word of the 
Religion of | Jeſus Chriſt thro the 
whole Conduct of that Argument. At 
leaſt I may venture to affirm, that if not 
ſo Deem'd, it is ſcarcely to be imagin d 
ſo abſtruſe a Book could have given ſuch 
a keen Appetite to both the Beau and 
Bells (who are not apt to make their 
Heads ake in Studying hard Sentences) 
as to Read it over Three Times; Nor in 
any other View I preſume, would it have 
been ſo Engaging as to create a Sale 
of Thirteen Thouſand Copies. K: 

But be it otherwiſe; Unhappy Wits 
| (the moſt unhappy of all Men Living I 
ſhall ever eſteem them) Thoſe ſeem to 
me, who Publiſh their Books, either o- 


penly ro Attack, or covertly to betray the 
C 2 Suc- 
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Succours of Chriſtianity, and that becauſe Þ be 
of this hard Dilemma they have brought 35 
themſelves 1 into; Either to be under a Ne- fin 
ceſſity As publickly to Recant or Repent, wr 
or to Perſevere in that Sin, the next ro the | cu 
Unpardonable ! To Recant ! Oh, it will J ing 
be almoſt impoſſible to bring themlelvest to 10 
that; For as Pride was the Foundation, 80 is 
that Paſſion being ever obſerv'd to be the | io 
moſt deeply rooted in thoſe Men, Their 
Pride will never permit them (nor without 
a Miracle of Grace have ever any of the 
Deiſtical Tribe been brought to ſo mean 
a Thing, as they deem it) to Retract, as 
if Men of ſuch Exalted Genius could 
poſſibly be in the Wrong, as if there 
were not Infullibility attach d to their 
Human UnderStanding. Well, and what 
then? Is it but a Jeſt to commit the 
next to, at leaſt, if not itſelf the Unpar- 
Aondbl⸗ Sin] For tho it ſhould be 
- granted that to Call Jeſys Chriſt an Im- 
Poſtor, or to 'Treat him as ſuch, and to 
put Thouſands to all ſucceeding Genera- 


tions in aW] ˖'⁵l to do the lame, ſhould not | or 
221% be | 
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be the very Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 
as the Caſe now ſtands; Miracles in Con- 
firmation of rhe Goſpel, being not now 
wrought before Men's Eyes (which Cir- 
cumitance being wanted, and the attribut- 
ing thoie Miracles when wrought, to the 
Operation of the Devil, ſome do think, 
is what gives the Malignity to that Sin, 
ſo as to render it abſolutely unpardon- 
able) yet as it does not ſpeak a Malig- 
nity Againſt Chriſt much leſs Diabolical, 
to treat the Prophecies concerning him, 
and the Miracles wrought by him, and 
other Collateral and External Evidences 
and Occurrences, . divinely brought to 
paſs to ſtrengthen our Faith in him; As 
it does not, I ſay, fall much ſhort of che 
ſpecifick Sim: againſt the Holy Ghoſt to 
have written Books, whereby to con- 
vey the Contagion to Future, as well 
as Infect the preſent Generation; So it 
makes me even tremble for our Modern 
Infidels and Scepticks who have gone 
ſuch Lengths, whenever I Read myſelf, 
or Hear thoſe Words pronounced; It 

is 
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is Hupoſſable for. thoſe who were once en- 
lightned, and have taſted of the Heawen- 
ly Gift, and were made Partakers of the 
Holy Ghoſt; And have taſted of the Good 
Word of God, and the Powers of the 
World to: come. (All which has been 
the Cale of our Modern Infidels, who 
have been Baptiz d, and Educated in the 
Principles of Chriſtianity, as Taught, and 
clearly demonſtrated in this Church and 
Nation, wherein they were Bred) It is 
impoſſuble of they fall away, to Keney 
them again to Repentance; Seeing they 
Crucify to themſelves the Son of God afreſb, 
and put him to an open Shame, Heb. 5. 
4, 5. 6. Ihus Unhappy is the Caſe as it 
ſeems to me, of thoſe many Perſons (x 
alaſs too many ſuch now there are) who 
have ſo boldly attack d the Forts, ſome 
of which you have ſo Learnedly De- 
fended. But on the contrary, Happy it 
is to yourſelf to whom God has not only 
given the Talents of an uncommon Share 
of Learning, enabling you' to Defend 


his Cauſe, but the Grace alſo to enter 
the 
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the Liſts againſt the Philiſtine that bas 
defy d the Armies of the Living God. 

It muſt needs engage the Vows to 
Heaven 1n your behalf, of all the Friends 
of jeſus, as ir did the whole Army of God 
in the behalf of David, ſecing you with ſo 
much Courage (your Armour of Human 
Learning being ſanctify d with Divine) 
enter the Liſts againſt our Proud Phi- 
liftines, DeiSts and Scepticks, bidding 
Defiance to the Bleſſed Jeſus, the Great 
Captain of our Salvation! Surely, This 
Day is a Day of Trouble, and of Re- 
buke, and of Blaſphemy ! And fince by 
the Confidence of the Blaſphemers many 
Hearts are fo intimidated, that tho the 
Children are come to the Birth, there is 
uot Strength to bring forth; and for fear 
of Inſult, tho ſeveral Learned Men, who 
have prepar'd their Apologeticks, ſcarce 
dare venture to publiſh them; yet it muſt 
much increaſe your Eſteem with all Good 
Men, that even when a Gentleman and 
Scholar thall be counted a Fool who is 
a Believer, you would at the hazard of 
| your 
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your Reputation Profeſs yourſelf a Chri. 
ſtian, and by having. taken Holy Or- 
ders, declare you are in Earneſt. Brave 
Man! Bleſſed be your Faith and Pati- 
ence, and Heroick Courage. 

However, as Great as This is, and as 
much as it does render you worthy of 
our Higheſt Eſteem; yet beſides your 
Learning and Courage, being moreover 
Poſſeſt of ſo much Goodneſs, as in ſo 
many various Ways, I have Known you to 
be, ſince firſt acquamred with you; and 
have been moſt Zealous and Open-Hand- 
ed, and a never failing Benefactor to all 
Methods of Promoting Chriſtian Know- 
ledge, and ChriStian Morals both at 
Home and Abroad; It is this which adds 
vaſtly to the Brightneſs of your Cha- 
racter wich me. And yet I have ſome- 
thing more, which being the greateſt In- 
dication with me of a Mind divinely 
wrought up to an unuſual pitch of Perfec- 
tion; This is what Extorts Acknowledg- 
ments from me; and That 1s your Rea- 
dineſs, your Benificence towards Pro- 

moting 
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moting the Deſign of Libraries both Pa- 
wchial and more General, or Lending 
Libraries, for the Benefit of the Poorer 
Clergy ; This that the Poor may have the 
Goſpel Preach'd unto them. And as ſome 
care for This, would be a Sign with me 
that the Kingdom of God, cho' under a 
ad Ecliple, is not quite to depart from 
us; So that the pooreſt amongſt the Paro- 
chial Miniſters may be render'd by Means 
of ſuch Helps, capable to Preach it, it 
was I doubt not the Divine Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs which Prompted you to Found 
a Lending or General Library at Topſham 
the Place of your Incumbency, like that 
of Mr. Rawlett, as you will preſently ſee, 
at Tamworth, the Place of his Nativity ; 
And not content with This, together 


with your worthy Aſſociate therein, the 
Reverend Mr. Huiſh, to throw in ſo 


Bountifully towards laying the Founda- 
tion of Ten Parochial ones, including 


That of Topſbam, in the meanly En- 


dow'd Cures near you. Sure I am, that 
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as it is a Bleſſed Work to provide, that 
the Poor ſbould have the Goſpel Preach d 
unto them, ſo that the pooreſt among the 
Clergy ſhould be provided of the e. 
celiary Helps to do it; It being of God“ 
own Appointment that the Frie$tF's Li, 
ſhou'd keep Knowledge, and that the Fes. 
ple ſbould ſeek the Law at his Mont), 
ſuch being the Meſſengers of the Jord «| 
Hoſts, Mal. 2. 7. But beſides that a mor: 


Comprehenſive, and a more Liffu) ve Way | 


of doing Good to the better Part, the 
Souls of Men, and that with no great 
Matter of Charge in Compariſon, cannot 
eaſily be thought of, than This of Faro- 
chial Libraries (ſince with a few Hur 
dred Pounds, a Proviſion may be made 
of Means the likelieſt, of the moſt ne- 
ceſſary Means of all others whatſoever, 
to Inlighten many Thouſands, nay, Eun 
dred of Thouſands, and that even to all 
future Generations) Beſides This I ſay, | 
cannot conceive a more likely Merhod 


to reſcue even the Loweſt of the Clergy 
from 
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ſtom Contempt, which it is unavoidable 
they ſhould eſcape whilſt found Ignorant 
in what it is their Province of all Men 
o Know: Nor 1s it allo the moſt unlikely 
Means to preſerve them from incurring 
Contempt upon the account likewiſe of 
Imnorality, ſince being poſſeſt of the moſt 
grecable Companions, . Good Books, 
they will have the leſs Appetite to feek 
ſuch Diverſions as are unluitable to the 
Character of a Clergyman, elſewhere, 
and with other Company; For he muſt 
have a depraved Taſte indeed who can 
reliſh the noiſy Nonſenſe of Sportſmen, 
however of the Rank of Gentlemen, after 
n Intimate Converſation with thoſe Ho- 
neſt Men in Leathern Coats, as Dr. Good- 
nan wittily terms Good Authors. Nor 
las it a little advanc'd my Eſteem of you, 
at you came into the Defign without 
he leaſt Heſitation, fo as to give me no 
uſpicion, tho you had been the Au- 
or of thoſe Books of which your Li- 
aries have been hitherto compos d, you 
Would have been wanting in a Supply of 
D 2. = 
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your own to the Good Defign; nor 
would you I am {ure have appear'd to 
have wrote them with no Higher View than 


the Bookſeller who Retails them! But alaſs, 


why ſhould we wonder if ſuch Authors 
there are? Does not our Bleſſed Lord in 
that Sermon of his ſo admirably well Com- 
mentated upon very lately, tell us, that 
many ſhall plead their Cauſe at his Bar 
at the laſt Day, Lord, baue we not Pro- 
phecy'd 1n thy Name, nay, and in thy 
Name done many wonder/ul Works ? (Nay, 


and have been perhaps Succeſsful by} 


their Abilities in Preaching, to the / aft- 
ing out Devils as it were in the Con— 
verſion of others.) And yet our Lord 
will Profeſs unto them I never Knew you, 
depart from me ye that Work Ini 
quity. And ſurely with me it ſeem: 
not the ſmalleſt among Iniquities, as in- 
cluding in it fo much of Hypocriſy, the 
making the Writing of Godly Books, 2 
Stale only to acquire Honour, or ſome 
Good Preferment, or a Means to increaſ 
Riches. 


But 


„ -— — 


r= wit Fa. AA WH i... > Ann i at vs was - 


= 


"V3 


C 
a 
: 
e 


b 


T he Dedication. 


Bur I am quite otherways perſwaded 


of rhe truly Pious, as well as very Learn- 


ed Mr. King of Topſbam, as one who, 
(whenever he ſhall break thro' his Exceſs 
of Modeſty, and will give the World 
the Fruits of his Labours in {everal Com- 

ſures, which I queſtion not but you 
= already form'd) will I doubt not 
beſtow {ome Copies to the Libraries al- 
ready Founded, or to be Founded; or 
will depoſite Numbers of the ſame, if not 
the Right of Copy, with the Truſtees 
for Parochial Libraries, as {ome have 
done; And that with theſe Two Views, 


Firſt, Of enabling our Brethren n 


the d Claſs of Parochial Clergy t 
give the People a full Inſtruction in 
Things neceſſary to Salvation; and, 
Secondly, In View to the Increaſe of 
your own Happineſs in ſo doing: 
For Happy ſurely will it be for your- 
ſelf (inſtead of Conveying Poyſon in- 
to the Minds of Men in the preſent 
and future Generations, as thoſe moſt 


_ unhappy 


The Dedication, 


unhappy of all Men do! Whom you 
have ſo Learnedly Oppos d) Happy 
J ſay on the contrary muſt it be to 
yourſelf, and the like Authors, who ſhall 
beſtow ſome Numbers of ſuch Inſtruc- 
tive and Edifying Tracts, as they ſhall 
compoſe, to the Uſe of thoſe, who are 
Teachers of Righteouſneſs ; and Theſe to 
continue to be the Helps towards ſuch 
Inſtruction from Generation to Genera- 


tion; Being ever mindful of that re- 


markable Paſſage in Dan. 12. 2, 3, vis. 
That, as, many of them who ſleep in the 
Duſt of the Earth ſhall awake, ſome to 
EwerlaSting Life, and ſome to Everla$t- 
ing Contempt ; So they that be Wiſe, or 
Teachers of Wiſdom, ſhall ſhine as the 
Brightneſs of the Firmament, and they 
that turn many to Righteonſneſe, as the 
Stars for ever and ever. Words which 
ſurely, afford Matter for deep Reflection, 
to Authors of Books, both Good and Bad; 
Sufficient to render the Latter the moſt for- 
ward of all Men to Burn their own Books, 
the 


The "Dedication. 


the Former the moſt ready to beſtow Theirs 
in a Way, of all others the moſt Com- 
municative |! * 
And ſurely as to Books of more im- 
mediate Uſe beſtow'd in the Parochial 
Libraries, it is ſcarcely credible that ſuch 
ſhould be ſlighted by any Dedicating 
themſelves to the Work of the Min try, 
ſince the whole Bulk of the People with- 
in ſuch Parithes, by the Help thereof 
would be rendred better Inſtructed to 
the Salvation of their Immortal Souls ; 
For ſuch Books being always at Hand, 
it can ſcarcely be thought, that any 
brought up to Letters, and of the Sa- 
cred Function, ſhould not with great 
diligence peruſe them, and derive both 
to themſelves and others Eenefit from 
them. But as to the Books intended 
tor greater Improvement and Advance- 
ments in Literature, both Divine and 
Human; Proposd to be Repoſited in 
our more General or Lending Libraries. 
As to the Improvement I ſay of Clergy- 

men 


Tem aucupantes, verum in roſtris, in ambone, intra Bibli- 


animarum Saluti, antiquitatis cognitioni, boniſq; literis 
promovendis gnaviter incumbentes, Hiſt. Lib, Prolegom, c. 7 


The Dedication, 
men by the Help of thoſe, in which the 
Principal Ingredients will be the Writ- 
ings of the Fathers (and not only of 
them, bur of the various Kinds under the. 
Claſs of Humanity) This indeed will 
depend on a more than ordinary Good 
Dilpoſition to Letters, and upon an Ea- 


gerneſs to ſeek out for the Higher Ad- 


vancements in thoſe better furniſh'd Re- 
poſirories of Learning. And to raiſe in 
all an Appetite to This, and to deaden | 


It to other Avocations of a contrary Ten- 
dency, I cannot prelent my Brethren of 
the Clergy with Lines more Excitive 
than thole of the Learned Dr. Cave, 


which I could wiſh were Written up- 
on every one of our Study Doors. 


Faceſſat a Nobis itfutilis omnis ſtudiorum ratio, faceſ- 
fant difficiles nugæ, implacabiles rixz, leves & ludicræ di- 
ſputatiunculæ; ætatem teramus non in foro & prætorip̃, 
non agyrtarum more ſurſum & deorſum curſitantes, non 
apud Magnatum li mina fordidis obſequijs gratiam & favo- 


othecæ deniq; clathros & cancellos, Eccleſiæ commodo, 


ordir 
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Reverend and Pious Man, Mr. Ro w- 
LETT, the Author of the CHRISTIAN 

| Monitor, to his Mother, upon his 

Apprehenſton of Dying by che Plague. 


: Dear Mother, 1 ; 
ONSIDERING the Mortaligy that f 
is now Abroad, which Calls upon us to 

expect and prepare for Death, with more than 


8 Seriouſneſs and Care to get Thing 
— 8 ing 


— 


DF 
Thing done that we would have finiſh'd be. 


fore our dying Hour, which may ſuddenly 
ſurprize us; I was therefore willing to have 


this Letter by me, that if it ſhould pleaſe 
God to remove me hence before I have lea- 
ſure to give you Notice of my Sickneſs, I 
might do ſomething towards the abating of 
your Sorrow by this farewel Letter. Proba- 
bly it may but aggravate your Grief to ſtand 


much in the Acknowledgmeat of all that ten- | 


der Love, which I have received from you 
ever ſince you brought me into the World: 
And tho” this be the Effect of Nature, yet 


doth'it Call for our owning and thankfulnek, 


I deſire in the firſt Place to bleſs God for you, 


and then to return you my humbleſt Thanks 


for all the Love you have manifeſted both to 
my Soul and Body: I bleſs and praiſe my God, 
who fo graciouſly conſulted my Happineſs that 
I ſhould be Born ofa Chriſtian Parent, of a true 
Believer, and that he made me a New Mem- 
ber, not only of the Viſible Church, but of the 
My tical Body of Chriſt. This I really take for 
a greater Happineſs than to have been Born of 
the moſt Honourable Lady, Queen, or Em- 
preſs in the World; and from my Heart I 
truſt, I have often returned Thanks to God, 
that He ſo diſpoſed of my Birth, that I was 
not Heir to Honour or Riches, the uſual 
Snares of Souls, but that I had the happy 
Advantage of a Pious Education. 
for that 


ful 


And as 
eans, I deſire to be ſincerely thank. 


lor, a 
nothii 
Soul, 

Heart 
on. ] 


tubb 
have 
Pardo! 
done 
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ful to you, who under God have been-the 


chief Inſtrument of bringing me not only in- 


to the World of Nature, but of Grace. To 
your Prayers, your Inſtructions, your Exam- 
ple, as the Means appointed and bleſt b 

God, I chiefly owe it that ever I had any 
Senſe of the Concernments of my Immortal 
Soul, You. prayed for me when I was yet 
in the Womb, and ever after followed me 
with Precepts, and God with Petitions, even 
Travailing again in Birth of me, till Jeſus 


Chriſt ſhould be form'd in my Heart; or ne- 


ver ceaſing till you had ſome Hopes, your De- 


fires were accompliſh'd. And J account my- 
ſelf moreover bound to acknowledge the Good- 
W nels of God, and your Care and Kindneſs in 
doing your utmoſt to giv2 me an Ingenuous 
Education in Knowledge and Learning, that 
o might be better fitted to ſerve my God 
n ſome publick Employment; and to the 
Miniſtry it was you deligned me, which, had 
it pleaſed my God to have accompliſhed me 
for, and then employed me therein, I know 
nothing, next to his Love in Chriſt to my 
Soul, that would have more rejoyced my 
Heart ; But theſe Things now I cannot ſtand 
n. I know you have long ſince forgiven any 
tubbornneſs or Undutifulneſs which ever I 
ave been guilty of, for which I earneſtly beg 
lardon both of God and you, and that 1 have 


dane no more in a Way of Duty and Grati- 
R 24 _ tude 


„ 
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Le 
tude for all that dear and conſtant Love which 
you have followed me with. 


But that which is the chief Deſign of this 
Writing is, to beſeech you with all Earneſt- 
neſs not to be immoderately Afflicted with 
the Providence of our Heavenly Father in 
my Removal out of this World. And here [ 
will for clearneſs ſake, reduce the Reaſons ! 
{ſhall give in for your Moderation and Com- 
fort, to ſome Heads which J ſhall briefly hint 


to your Thoughts, and deſire you to enlarge 


upon them, and deliberately to ponder and 
digeſt them. And conſider, 


- Firſt, The Author of this Diſpenſation, the 
Wiſe, the Gracious God; And 1s not here 
enough to calm and quiet your Spirit ? Na- 
ture no doubt will have its Work, but by that 
time the firſt Tranſports of Grief are over, and 
you {hall have reduced yourſelf, but to the ſeri- 
ous Conſideration of This, that it is God who 
hath thus ordered Things, ſurely This cannot 
but mightily prevail with you to ſubmit with 
a great deal of Patience to his Will. Oh! how 
many Sheets of Paper might I ſpend in en- 
larging upon this, but becauſe I ſhall have 
but one to confine my Letter to, I ſhall only 
touch upon Things curſorily. Conſider, did 
not this Providence as dark and ſad as it 
ſeems, proceed from infinite Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs, and can you then Quarrel on! 

| V ould 
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Could you have ordered Things better? Vou 


will not ſay ſo, Let not your diſcontent prae- 
tically ſpeak as much. And hath not that 
God who hath thus diſpoſed of me, Power 
to do with us what he will? Can his Crea- 
ture Limit his Will or Authority? Muſt we 
give him Laws, or ſet him Bounds, and are 
we not altogether his own? Can he poſſibly 
wrong us by any of his Dealings? And ſure- 
ly none ſhould ever Complain, but thoſe who 
are wronged, who gave us our Breath, who 
hath continued it us hitherto? May not 
he who hath done ſo, withdraw it when he 
pleaſeth ? Are not all Creatures in the World 
ſubject to his Power? And would we be from 


under his Government? 


Se:onaly, Remember ' tis this God from whom 
you have Received all that Mercy which you 
have had ſo full and frequent Experience of 
all your Days, and can you think hardly of 
any of the Providences of that God who hath 
ever manifeſted himſelf fo good to you? Shall 
one Laſh make you forget all his Love? This 


would be very diſingenuous. Oh! ſhew yourſelf 


even now more thankful for former Mercies 
than diſquieted with the preſent Affliction. Is 
it not for this that God hath try'd you himſelf, 
and is not this enough for your Support? Be- 
think yourſelf ſolemnly that even whilſt you are 
Reading theſe Lines, the Great Majeſty of Hea- 
ven and Earth ſtands over you; knows with 
| what 


[6] 
what a Frame of Heart you are poſſeſt, and 


how: you demean yourſelf under his Hand, and 
how you Entertain theſe Directions, and may 


argue you of Undutifulneſs or Impatience. 


And think well within yourſelf how the ever 
Bleſſed God can rake it from you, that you 
cannot ſee enough ia him to ſatisfy you, and 
to make up the Loſs of a Relation? When he 
is yer {till willing to be your God and Porti- 
on! Oh! get but more Practically and Ex- 
perimentally acquainted with God, and you 
will find his Love is an All- ſufficient Trea- 
ſure. In Him is all we want or are depriv- 
ed of. In Him are Riches, Honours, Health, 
Children, Friends, and every Thing that is 


ood. Our ſtrangeneſs to Him makes us ſo 


toad of other Things. For theſe being near 
us and ſo Suited to our Natures, as we con- 
fiſt of Fleſh, as well as Spirit, our Converſe 
with them 1s ſenſible and delighttul, and 
we know not well how to get that Practical 


Knowledge of God, and clear Communion 


with him that may ſupply the want of Crea- 
tures. But would we earneſtly preſs after it, 
we ſhould really find that whatever made our 
Friends dear to us, is to be met with in God 
with infinite Advantage; He is nearly re- 
lated to us, He Loves us better, He can do 
us more good, He is always with us, and will 
never leave us. Make not this then any 
Ground for your Complaints, that in my Re- 
moval you have laſt any Help, and Advan- 
THE tage 
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tage to your Soul, for ſtill you have God to 
direct, quicken, and Comfort you; and God 
hath his Choice of Means whereby to convey 
theſe Benefits to you; ſo that in this Regard, 
at the moſt there is but a Bucket broke, but 
ſtill you have the Fountain. 0 Hoi 


Thirdly, Conſider it is but Death that hath 
befallen me, which ſince the Fall is appoint- 
ed for all Men: And as for the Kind of 
Death, J hope you will not lay it more to 
Heart, ſuppoſing I do dye by the Plague, 
which is now ſpread Abroad. I muſt con- 
feſs, I cannot as to the particular Perſons that 
it ſeizeth, look upon it more a Judgment than 
any other Diſcaſe, ſuppoſing we are prepared 
to dye. This was the Sickneſs good Hezekiah 
was ſeized withal, as is commonly thought 5 
and of this dyed-the precious Servant of Chriſt 


Mr. B—hs, beſides Thouſands of others, 


God's deareſt Children no doubt. I know the 
dreadfulneſs of it is, that our Friends runaway 
from us, and dare not come to us; but yet one 
Comfort is that we are quickly paſt needing 
them, or their Help. Wheretore do not diſquiet 
yourſelf needleſly with fearing that I had not 


what was good for me, nor becauſe you was 
not with me, either to have looked to me, or 


to have taken your laſt Farewel of me. Alaſs, 
that is but a meer Formality, for you could 
neither have done me, or yourſelf any good 


thereby. Yet I have oft known Perſons Tor- 
| ture 
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ture themſelves with ſuch vain Tmaginations, 
wherefore I caution you againſt them. And 
withal remember never any of God's Servants 
got to Heaven any other Way then by Death, 
except Enoch and Elias, and they no doubt 
had ſomething Equivalent to Death paſt upon 

them. You would not ſure have me Exemp. 
ted from the Lot of all, and of God's own 
Children. Yea, did not our Lord himſelf for 
our Sakes tread this Way before us? And that 
not only to make Satisfaction for us, but to 
Perfume the Grave, and by his Example to 
render Death leſs terrible? And ſhall we 
grudge thar ourſelves or Friends go any Way 
which Chriſt hath gone before us? 


_  Fourthly, I ſhall ſpeak ſomething relat- 

ing to ourſelves, that may tend to your 
Good I ſuppoſe. I know you will be apt 
to ſay, that had you but dyed firſt, the part- 
ing with me would not have been griev- 
ous to you, which I believe indeed; and no 
Reaſon that it ſhould, for when you was to 
go to God and Chriſt, *tis not imaginable you 
ſhould be loath to leave the deareſt of your 
mortal ſinful frail Relations. But conſider 
what I hinted before, who muſt have the 
Diſpoſal of us, but our Creator who is our 
Owner and Ruler? Do you think it was for 
want of Wiſdom to know which was beſt, of 
for want of Love and Pity to you that God 


hath thus done ? You have no Reaſon to think 
955 either 


[9] 


either one or the other. If you ſay you uſed 
to pleaſe yourſelf with Hopes that I {hould 
ſurvive you, give me leave to tell you it was 
not prudently done. For what Promiſe had 
you to fix thoſe Hopes upon? And you can- 
not think ſuch ungrounded Hopes ſhould lay 
any Engagement upon God to ſatisfy them; 
and I do not think, that when at firſt you 
prepared for a Child, you deſired one upon 
Condition, that God would let him outlive 
you. But then further Conſider, hath not 
God been wonderfully gracious to you in pre- 
ſerving me alive with you thus long? And in 
giving us ſo much Comfort from each other ? 
All which we owe to his mere Mercy and 
undeſerved Goodneſs. And to {tir you up to 
more thankfulneſs to God, and Submiſſion to 
his Will, I may add, I hope without Vanity, 
that my Life hath been ſo much your Joy, thar 
it is not fit my Death ſhould be much your 
Sorrow ; and if you think this may be an 
Aggravation of your Grief, I am ſure it Calls 
upon you more to bleſs God for former Mer- 
cies, and to acquieſce in his preſent Pleaſure. 
Moreover thro? the Bleſſing of God, I hope, 
this Providence may be very much to your 
Advantage. Hereby you will have more 
Opportunity and Help to Diſcover your own 
Heart, how great your Love was to any 
Creature, how much. of your Comfort came 
purely from God, and what Miſtakes of Car- 
nality there were in it, and what Strength 

C your 
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And then this may have an happy Influence 


who alone ſhould be loved in all, ſince al 


10 


your Faith is of now it comes to the Tryal. 1 


ha ve oft thought it was worth parting with eye. 


ry Creature and the comfort thereof, to know 


clearly the State of our own Souls, and to ſee 
what God alone, and the Hopes of Glory alone 


could do with us; whether this would bear 


us up when every Thing elſe failed. Certain 
ly this is very Profitable for us, for the Time 
is coming, when we ſhall have none of theſe 
Bladders to Swim upon; and we had better 
they went from under us in the ſhallow Wa- 
ter, where the Loſs of them will not do us 
much hurt, then in the deep Ocean where 
we can get no Help, but muſt Drown. If 
God alone be not enough for us, what ſhall 
we do at Death, and in the other World! 


upon you, to draw your Heart nearer to God, 
Oh! how well will it be for you, whea all 
the Love that I had is placed upon Him that 
deſerves a Thouſand Times more than all, and 


their Goodneſs and Lovelineſs is derived fro 
Him. And as God's Eſſential Goodneſs is not lels 
when any Conduct. pipes are cut off, by whic 
it was conveyed, no more than the Light 0 
the Sun is diminiſhed, when our Chamber 
windows are ſhut up: So no more ſhould ou 
Love be leſſened to Him when any of tte 
Comtorts he leat us are withdrawn. 


No 


[1m] 


Nor need our Joy be diminiſhed any more 
than our Love, ſince ſtill we may ſee That in 
himſelf which he lent to any Creature for 
Uſe. And by your loving God more, and de- 
pending on Him, more immediately for your 
Comfort, you ſhall enjoy much more of Him, 
and feel more the Plenty of the Communica- 
tions of his Goodneſs to your Soul. And was 
there ever a true Believer in the World who 
had taſted the Sweets of God's ſpecial Love, 
that would not heartily Cry out, Lord ſtrip me 
of Food, Raiment, Health, Liberty, Friends, 
Life, every Thing, ſo I may but enjoy more 
of thy ſelf, Is he a Chriſtian who would nor 
Part with all theſe for the full Enjoyment of 
God in Heaven? And 1s there not the ſame 
Reaſon we ſhould Part with any of them for 
more of God upon Earth? And then this 
Providence may more effectually looſen your 
Heart from eyery other Comfort under the 
Sun, and make you more willing and defir- 
ous to leave this ſinful miſerable World: I 
mean not that you ſhould in Jona}'s Pet for 
the withering of a Gourd, be angry and diſ- 
contented even to the Death, deſiring to leave 
the World, only becauſe there's trouble in ir, 
but from Experience of the Vanity and Frail- 
"ty of all Things here below, you may be 
Profitably Taught to moderate your Love to, 
and Delight in them, and retire your Soul to 
God, and long to be at your Reſt, filled with 

h Sal thole 
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thoſe Joys which leave no Empt ineſs, nor Vex. 


ation, nor Thirſt in the Soul; which Joys God 


derives from himſelf into the Spirit of Juſt 


Men, made perfect, and fitted for the receiv- 
ing of the ſame. 5 


Tis not well that our enjoy ing of the Gifts 
of God, ſhould at all Eſtrange our Hearts 
from Him: Nay, tis very ſad and Diſinge- 
nuous, but alaſs how Common! But yet it is 


well if the Removal of them draw us nearer | 


to Him, and make us more deſirous after 
Him? Oh! the Gracious Nature of the ever 
bleſſed God, that will accept of our Love af- 
ter we have been laviſhing it upon Vanity, 
and will give us Reſt with himſelf after we. 
have been wearied in our Wanderings from 
Him. And then conſider what a little while 
it is before all this will be forgotten and over, 
and as to any Trouble, as if it had never been. 
This Conlideration hath many a Time kept 
me from being much affected with any of the 
ſaddeſt and moſt dreadful Occurrences that 
ever amaze the World, ſo that I have feared 
ſometimes I was gone into the other Extream 
of Inſenſibility. We ought I know to be 
very ſenſible of the Hand of God in all his 
Dealings with us, ſo far as we can make any 
Advantage of his Providences, and fo far as 


our Griet may be to any good . Purpoſe 3 But 
Aurely no farther; For why ſhould we Tor- 
ment ourſelves with what we cannot Help, and 


when 
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when our Vexing will do no Good? And TI 
know not of any more effectual Remedy for 
the allaying of all immoderate Paſhons upon 
any- Account whatſoever, than a due Regard 
of Things with their Reference to Eternity. 
And then alaſs, what are Wars, and Plagaes, 
and Famines, they do but Kill a many at once, 
who would at Length all have dyed. 


And in a very little Time where are the 
Tokens and Remembrance of them? I con- 
fels, I know nothing worth a fad or ſerious 
Thought, but the Matters of Salvation and 
Damnation. Theſe are over-whelming, aſto- 
niſhing Things! What will it be to you with- 
in theſe very few Years, it may be a very 
few Days, that I was thus taken away, or 
what Difference will there be then, whether 
you or I dyed Firſt? Tis now nothing to Ja- 
cob that his Joſeph and Benjamin were once in 
ſuch Danger of being both Loſt, which then 
did fo ſadly affect Him. The poor Shunamte 
that was in ſuch a fad taking tor the Death 
of her only Son, and ran with ſo much Ea- 
gerneſs to the Prophet, hath loſt thoſe Affecti- 
ons and Cares long ago. *Tis a long Time 
lince David ceaſed his bitter Out-cryes, Oh ! 
Abſalom my Son, my Son. And every Day 
there are Multitudes upon the Stage of the 
World, ſome acting a merry, others a fad 
Part; Bur by the Time they have taken a 


tew Turns, off they go, and ſtill more ſucceed 
them, 


[ 14 ] 
them, who tho” they thought they ſeem all as 


ſerious as may be while their Part is Acting, 
preſently it appears that all was but a Shew ; 


And ſuch are all the Things of Life fave, as 


they refer to Eternity. Where are all the aking 
Hearts and weeping Eyes, to go no farther, 
that our late Civil Wars made? Where are 
now all thoſe Complaints which were poured 
out, ſore for a Husband, ſome for a Child, 
or Brother, or Friend ? Are not your Days of 


Mourning for my Father long fince ended, and 


yet once, how hearty was your Grief? Now 
let the Conſideration of what in a little Time, 
Death has upon all, have ſpeedily the ſame Ef- 
fe& upon you- And was not your Mourning or 


Sighs as the Wind, or ſpilt not you your Tears, 
on the Ground? For the Wind will carry away | 


thoſe, and the Duſt will mingle with theſe, 
and all will preſently Vaniſh and be forgot, 
when as you might ſo husband your Sorrow 
as it may redound to or infinite Adyantage. 
But however, I muſt acknowledge the Ap- 
prehenſions of this makes me at preſent to be 
teſs moved with Pity for you, becauſe I know 
your Eyes will ſoon be dryed, and tho? you 
go Mourning to the Grave, yet then you will 
ceaſe: and when you are in Glory, I am ſure 
you will have ſomething elſe to do than Com- 
plain, that I was taken out of the World fo 
young, and before you. Remember the Ex- 
preſſion of my Dear, tho? unknown Father, 


with whom I hope ſhortly to meet in Heaven, 
in 
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in his laſt Letter you ever received from Him, 
that he was gone but a little before, and 
ſhortly you will follow after. What a little 
while will it be before we whoſe Ways may 
now Part, ſhall all meet at our Journeys End, 
ever in the Preſence of the great Jehovah, the 
Boſom of our Dear Lord Jeſus ? Methinks 
you ſhould be as well Content that I was in 
another World, as an Hundred Miles from 
you, as I have for ſome while been ; You can- 
not hear from me, it is true, but you will 
quickly ſee me, and is not that better ? Had 
not you rather be without a Letter for an 
Year, and have my Company Ten or Twen- 


ty Years, if we might live ſo long together, 


than all that while only to hear from me? 
Why, this is the Caſe; could not you be Con- 
tent that I ſhould go to Poſſeſs the Crown of 
France, ſuppoſing Crowns and Kingdoms, and 
ſuch like very Trifles were as fine Things in 
your Eyes, as in their blind Admirers, tho? 
you were left behind and ſhould never hear 
of me more; But eſpecially if I would ſhort- 
ly ſend for you over there to ſpend all your 
Days, and do you not really prize Heaven at 
a higher Rate than any low Spirited wretch 
doth a Kingdom? And do you not ſtrongly 
hope that we ſhall meet in Glory? 


AS 
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As for yourſelf, I believe you have comfort. 


able Evidences for Heaven, and if there were 


any Darkneſs therein, this is a Matter more 
deſerves your Thoughts than the Loſs of me? 
Who would ſtand troubling ' himſelf for the 


Loſs of Sixpence, that believers, without pre- 


ſent Care and Diligence, he {hall loſe his 
whole Eſtate? And when to your own Senſe 
your Title to Happineſs is cleared up, ſurely 
the Joy that ariſeth from ſuch Hopes, may 


well ſwallow up all other Sorrow. And as | 
for my own Particular, it 1s my great and 


confident Hope, thro' the infinite Merctes of 
my God in Chriſt, that I ſhall by Death be 
Tranſlated to everlaſting Life. Oh! What 


doth my Soul hope to feel by that Time that 


theſe Lines are got into your Hand ? What 
Words ſhall I hear, what Sights ſhall I fee, 
what raviſhing Wonders of Love ſhall I feel! 


And could you be fo uncharitable as to wiſh 


me thence? Have you any Thing greater to 
Defire for me than his Glory? And can you 


be grieved that at Length your Prayers and 


Hopes are all fully accompliſh'd for me ? Say 
not you would have had me ſtayed to have 
done God good Service here on Earth, for ſure- 
ly he knows belt what to do, and how to dil- 
poſe of his Servant? I wonder not much 1n- 
deed, that yourſelf did long to be firſt Par- 
taker of This; but yet I ſay, ſince God hatin 
otherwiſe ordered ir, envy me not, much le!s 


grieve for me. | 
There 
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There is no need JI ſhould now ſtand to 
oive you any large Account of my Life, 
or the Reaſon of my Hope, I have been 
always well known to you. A vile wretch, 
I acknowledge I have been! And have walk- 
ed very unſuitably to that Love with which 
the Lord hath followed me all my Days! And 
good Reaſon I have to be aſhamed, and con- 
tounded and bluſh in my Appearance before 
the moſt Holy God, but into the Hands of the 
great Reconciler I commend myſelf and all 
my Affairs, thro' whom I hope to be preſent- 
ed into the Father's Preſence without ſpot or 
wrinkle, or any ſuch Thing. I bleſs God, I 
fear not Death ſo far as I can Judge of my- 
ſelf at the Diſtance, I yet ſtand from it; Nay, 
with a ſubmiſſion to his Will I earneſtly de- 
fire it, for I am exceedingly afraid of Decay- 
ing and Declining in my Love to God, and 
Longing after Him, and I am even tired out 
with a baſe carnal Treacherous unconſtanc 
Heart. I am weary of my Ignorance, eſpe- 
cially of my ſtrange unſuitable Conceptions 
of God, Chriſt and Heaven. I Groan under 
theſe Remnants of Sin that even weigh me 
down. And can you chooſe but Rejoyce thar 
I am delivered from ſuch a Load? Surely, 
Dear Mother, you Loved me ſo well, that 
you cannot but prefer my Gain before your 


own Loſs, and Joy more that I am with God 
| D and 


Way in working upon my Soul, which it 
may be, I never fully manifeſted to you. In FI. c 
Brief then, from about Twelve or Thirteen I vas 

Years as I remember, I had by Fits, Convicti· N dai 
ons upon my Conſcience, but they made no Place 
very deep Impreſſion. About an Year or N himſe 


of Duties. After my return from Cambridge, 
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and my Dear Saviour, than mourn that I am 


bein 

not with you and the reſt of my Friends here then 
on Earth. The Time was that I felt a loath- [ be 
neſs to dye out of a Delire to prevent that chio! 


Sorrow, which would thereby be occaſioned FO 


to you. But now I cannot be moved by of N 


this Conſideration, which is not of leſs Love 110 


to you, but I hope out of more to God, I indif 


was thinking to tell you ſomething of God's II and! 


ſer vit 


Two after when I was at Moſeley, I thought W Man 
my Apprehenſions in Religion were ſomewhat N ,;+. 
more repined, and my Reſolutions for Holi- Y,..o 
neſs confirmed, and I thought I received much Appre 
Light from Mr. Shaw's Sermon, concerning by th 
the Covenants, which he Preach'd in order to N On 
the Sacrament, and which I then began to deepe! 
underſtand the Nature of, and did then firſt N and fe 
celebrate the ſame. I thought with a ſincere ty Lo 
Reſolution to devote myſelt to God, with 2 wich! 
deſire to receive more of his Grace for my N nate t. 
Conduct thro' the many Snares and Tempta- wretel 
tions of Life; But alaſs, I was till ſeized Motio: 
with much Vanity of Mind, and lived much t 2 8 
eſtranged from God, tho” I kept on a Trac may f 


afe to 


being 
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being left at my Cozen Woods alone, having 
then more Opportunity for private Thoughts, 
began more Practically to diſcern the no- 
thiogneſs of the World, and withal ſaw that 
there was no Way. for true Peace and Serenity 
of Mind, but by a thorow ſtrong Reſolution , 

and ſtrict watch againſt every Sin, and an 

indifferency of Affection to every Creature, 

and regarding them no farther than as ſub- 
ſervient to our eternal Intereſt. Being called 
out of this pleaſant Solitarineſs to London, I 
was very fearful of the Prejudice I might 


| ſuſtain thro? the greater Temptations of that 


Place, but here God was. pleaſed to reveal 
himſelf ro me in a more Powerful affect ing 
Manner than ever; and making me almoſt 
without my Deſign, the happy Inſtrument, I 
truſt of awakening ſome in our Family to an 
apprehenſion of their eternal Concernments, 
by this Means did bring them cloſer to my 
own Soul, and they made upon my Thoughts 
deeper Impreſſions than ever. Oh bleſſed! 
and for ever praiſed be infinite and Almigh- 
ty Love which thus followed a poor Creature 
with ſuch gracious Delign for, and Importu- 
nate tenders of an everlaſting Happineſs! Vile 
wretch that I ſhould once withſtand this 
Motion ! Good God, that would ever render 
t a Second, yea, innumerable Times! You 


Iray find amongſt my Papers if they come 


ate to your Hands, ſome Meditations y 7 5 
| D 2 to, 
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Heb. 11, 27. and alſo upon the 13th Verſe of 
that Chapter, both of which 1 chiefly de. 
ſigned for you. If either of them be finiſh'q 
when you find them (as yet they are not) 
Communicate them to Mr. Shaw or Mr. Lang. 
ley, and if they think fit, let either of them 
be put to the Preſs. I hope this Motion pro- 
ceeds not from a vain Ambition of what I 
ſhall not live to enjoy, but I know I have 
many Friends whoſe Love to me may make 


| ſomething of mine acceptable, eſpecially when 


I am taken from them; and methinks it 
would much pleaſe me if I might after my 
Departure be in any Capacity of doing the 
leaſt Good. Let me I beſeech you be commend- 
ed with all Heartineſs to every one to whom, 
I ſtand engaged for their Love to me, and for 
their Remembrance of me, whether my Rela- 
tions or Chriſtian Acquaintance ; but ſhould 
Igo to Particularize them, I ſhould ſtraiten 
myſelf of what J have more to ſay, and ſcarce 
keep within the Bounds I confine my Let- 
ter to. Preſent my Duty to my Father, with 
many Thanks for his Kindneſs to me. My 
humble and earneſt Requeſt to Him is, that 
he would beware of thoſe many Temptations 
and Snares his Employments and Converſe in 
the World expoſe Him to, and to give all dili- 
gent heed to Adorn the Goſpel by his Con- 
verſation, as remembring the World he is 
haſting to. My Counſel in general to all my 

| N nnn 
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Friends is, in the Words of the Apoſtle, 
1 Cor. 15. the laſt Ver. and of 1 Pet. 1. 31 


Now once again, let me renew to you my 
firſt great Requeſt, that you let not your Grief 
exceed the Bounds of a Chriſtian Mourning, 
for the Departure of a Relation from a trou- 
bleſome ſinful World to the Land of Holineſs, 
Peace and Bliſs, whither you expect ſhortly 
to follow. Where would you have me, but 
where you ſhall ever be in Company with 
me? Is it ſo great a Matter whether our 
whole Way lyes together, ſo long as we ſhall 
meet ſo ſoon, and be ſo long &er we Part? 
Say not you fear you ſhall not particularly 
know, and. therefore not Rejoyce in me in 
the next World; for be certain, ſuch a parti- 
cular plan as may conduce any Thing 
to our Joy we ſhall then have, and none ſhall 
there complain that they know not how to 
find out and renew their Acquaintance with 
their former Friends. What the Converſe: of 
thoſe bleſſed Spirits is, I am yet utterly- to 
ſeek, but thro? the infinitely. free Grace of 
God in Chriſt, I hope Experimentally to know 
by that Time theſe have wrought your Hands; 
And whilſt you are bedewing theſe Lines with 
your Tears (which I wiſh may proceed from 
as great a mixture of Joy as Sorrow) I hope 
to be received into that Place of Joy and Tri- 
umph, where all Tears ſhall be wiped away 

trom 


[ 22 Þ 


from our Eyes. Alaſs, what will it be then 


to me, what any of the poor World J leave 
behind me are doing, whether they Cry or 
Laugh in thoſe Dreams out of which they'll 
ſoon be awaked, and the Memory of them 
preſently Vaniſh'd ? O then ſhall all the buſy 
anxious Doubtings and Conjectures of my 
Soul be reſolved; then ſhall all my Fears and 
Jealouſies be Baniſh'd ; then ſhall the Deſires 
and Longings of my Soul be fully ſatisfied. 
I can now find my Heart but little warmed 
or raiſed by the moſt ſerious Forethoughts of 
this bleſſed State; and that even makes me 
more earneſtly breath after it, ſince I here 
can attain to ſo very little Faretaſtes, and 


can meet with nothing elſe that will afford 


me any Thing like Contentment. Oh! who 
that is perſwaded that his Happinels conſiſts 
in his nearneſs to God, can ever be much fa- 
tisfied at ſuch a Diſtance from Him. Now 
I hope he will take Pity on my poor bewil- 
dred deſolate Soul, and put an End to all her 
Wandrings, and finiſh her Labours, receiv- 
ing her to that everlaſting Reſt which re- 
mains for his People. In the midſt of all 
the preſent deadneſs, darkneſs and diſtem- 
peredneſs of my Soul, this is my great Com. 
fort that I ſhall leave all theſe with my Body 
behind me. They ſhall no longer haunt and 
torment me in my Attendance upon God, 


but with the greateſt Freedom, Chearfulneſs, 
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Raiſedneſs and Vigour of Mind, ſhall I be 
employed in ſounding forth the ereclbng 


Praiſes of the moſt high God. Oh!] the dif 


ference betwixt my Prayers and thoſe Praiſes, 


my Meditations of God, and my Fruition 


of Him, my Following after, and being Filled 
with Him! Oh! the difference betwixt Hear- 


ing or Reading of, and Beholding God, be- 


twixt celebrating the Memorial of Chriſt's 
Undertaking, and Enjoying the full Fruits of 
it, betwixt the Receiving of a Sacrameat, 
and ſeeing and Converſing with Chriſt him- 
ſelf, and fitting down at his Table in his 
Kingdom! betwixt a Communion of imper- 
fe& Saints, and the Society of glorious An- 
gels, and the perfect Spirits of the Juſt! Ina 
Word, for I muſt have done; How vaſt will 
be the Difference betwixt the preſent dark 
Fore-thoughts of theſe great Things, and m 

Attainment of them! Oh let then the Conſi- 
deration of this Glory my Soul hath entered 
upon, ſilence and allay your Sorrow for my 
Departure, and quicken and raiſe your own 
earneſt Expectations of this bleſſed State! 
Let the believing Views and rational Hopes 
of it Chear now your own Soul, and intently 
fix your Affections and Thoughts there. And 
live in the Practice of the excellent Duty of 


Meditation, eſpecially on the future Happi- 
neſs. I believe it is but a very little while 
before we that now part with ſome ſadneſs 

for 
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For thoſe we leave behind,” ſhall all meer in 
the General Aſſembly of Saints, and be for 
ever with the Lord and with one another; 
. wherefore be Comforted with theſe Words, 
New the God of Mercy thro? the Son of his 
Love, Bleſs, protect and keep you, and all 
my ſurviving Friends, Conducting you by 
"his Grace thro? this Vale of Tears, giving 
us all Boldneſs in the great Day of Chrift' 


everlaſting Kingdom. Theſe are the fincere 
Deſires of Him who gives you this his laſt 
Farewel, deſiring to manifeſt himſelf to have 


ben, 
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